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| original having ſo well ſatisfied b 
[ greateſt Learving and Reaſon in this Nation, 
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212 reito be obtruded onraety: | 
A VYS - many .met;<fpeciatly: >the: 
KW, v- (Nulgarinthis laft Age, none 
pa _ bath prevailed. Sk | 
"2132 ; at: Opunionw! as 
| LEP Ahiclees. Ip is underſtood cotmmon+ = 
-. ly.co betheiArtof Prediction ori dixtination- by 
the Stars : which abuſe: being: obteryed-by uz 
verſe Learned Men in Forraigne Parts hath gi- 


ven ſame of them Occaſion, by their writingsto 
- diſcover the Vanity of that pretended Science, 


and the impoſtnre of ſuch as (for Gain) makes 


_ aprofeſſion of it - amongſt all who have taken 

q Prins to diſabuſe the World, noone hath mare . 
-- rationally from the principles of ſtr 
' Philoſo Philoopy performed the ſame then-the moſt 


and 
Gaſſendus, in that tract whereot this 


hath. 
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 Tothe Reader. | 
2 bin- the occation, and ar- their defire of 
utting itinto the Engliſh Tongue,that it might 
a N1CANS;tO\URe She all Men here, as well 
as in other places of the World ; whichthey are | 
confident it may do to all fuch as will hearken 
to Reaſon, and are un-byafſed. The diſcourſe 
it:felf is written: without paſſion or  rayling, 
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fpeaking only-tothe' purpoſe, and not-againit 

 arymans Perſon; by Sith it commends 1t ſelf 

_ ſufficientlyto the Reader : ' As for what Aort- 
nur hath written (not 'with' the. like, Calmneſs, 
butfullof Canting terms and Choller) invindt- 
of Aſtralogy;weſtall ſay nothing; but leave the 
ſame{ifir-happerr to:be publiſhed)*to.be'Bal-' 
lanced;witlthis treatiſe,iri point of Reafon;by 


the Inptnionsand impartial Reader. 
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: Mong the bmola and. honeſt An- 
cients, ,who;, were the. Founders 
and Adyancers of that Nobleli of 
| Sciences, which ſpeculates thoſe 
-glorious, Bodies Above us, 
and cauling the neceliary . viciſh- : 
tudes of Times and Seaſons; : Aſtro- 
namy and. , Aſtrolo 7 were names 
aiferinahy. importing one and the - me thing. Buc 
after a long procels of time,” when the fraudulent and 
; ſuperſiicious,Cha/deans had corrupted the purity of this 
. Science, by toilting | in their. Vanities, and. afcribing cer- 
tain prpdigious yertues to. Heayenly Badics over infecior 
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- nes, as if their influepces were fatal and mevitable ; 
it came to pals, thay men made a Difference berwixt the 
one and.che others Hefiniog A/tronomy to be that, which 
conſiders the\ motions, diftance, order, magnirude, light, 
and other adjun&s ofthe Stars, both fixc and erratique; | 
and eAſtrology to be that, which reacheth the way of | 
foreknowing and foretelling the efteRs and events of 
ſuch cheir Motions,” /CpnjunRtions, oppolitions, &c. þ 
whereupon the Greciins infe&ted with the fooleries of | 
the Chaldagrs, called the fame *aroreaeopelin) "2 7Tgo- | 
yrws 1nd for diſtindtion ſake, - B 

This diftinRion ſome have thought to be a Novelty ; 
but we find it. plainly mentioned by Simplicius (in 2. 
phyſic. text 18.) by Olympiodorns (in 11h, x. Meteor.) 
and by Sextus Empiricas (adverſ, Mathemat,) The 
laſt of whom addeth alſo,that Aſtrology was called, by 
way of excelleney, the CMathematicks ; as beifig that 
Art, which the (haldeavs profeſiing with greac oljenta- 
. tion, arrogated to themſelves the proud title of Mathe- | 
maticians : which'I the rather rake notice of, ro inti- | 
mate wich how 'little reaſon, and ridiculous authority, | 
the Propherique Aſtrologers of ourAge uſurp that noble iþ . 
attribute to themſelves, Agellixs(lib-14., cap. 1,4 and} . ; 
7.) noteth moreover, that the ſame Profeflors named 


themſelves Gererhliacks, from the calculation of Mens « 
Nativities : and St. Auguſtine (:n ( enfeſion-) inveighs}] - : 
with judicious ſeverity againſt them, under the title off - 7 


P lanctarians, T hac in our dayes, they call themſelves} 
Judiciary AſtroJogers, and their mighty Ait,e Aſtrology 
Judicial , is well known, T wiſh" rhe fallacious and 1 
cheating Fundaments of their Art were as well: known ;Þ# 

And to ſhew I have good reaſon for this my wiſh, be di 
pleaſed to conſider with mw CH arg}: 
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Crap. II. 


Whether it be paſfeble for Man,{rom the inſpeffion 
and Obſervation of the Heavenly bodies, to ac- 


| | wire the fore-knowledge of ſuch events, as theſe 
| Tucial Aſftrologers pretend they can dtvuine ; 
5 ? aſwell concerning the variety of IVeather,as great 


. Colds, Heats, Droughts, Winds, Rains, Fertth- 

| ty, Barrenneſs, Epidenucal arſeaſes,and the like 
; effetts referrible to Meteorology : as concern- 
mng the particular Fortunes of Men, as their 
Marriages,Chldren, Friends ,Digmties,WWealth, 
Dangers, M 2s fortunes, Sickneſſer, Time and 
manner of their Death, and almeſt,all remarka- 
ble occurence of their lives. nh; 


Hermogenes, by Diophantus #4/, 

He ſhould net ltve nine months more;ſaid,my 

In telling me my Deſtiny, you are bold, (Freind 
But (beletve me) your life 's now at anend : - +, 
And thenhe ftrook hum fatally 5 ſofell | Y 
"The Prophet, while he anothers fate aid tell. 


- Two General Rules, concerning the prenotion of 
Future Events. | 


4 F N the Firſt place, that we may the better compre- 
l I | hend what ſhall be delivered in the ſequel of our 
| diſcourſe, lct us premaile this yu_ Rule. That what- 
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ſoever doth import the knowledge of any effect to come, 
-onght tobe eines the nectſſary Canſe of that particular 
fie. or which bemg poſs ;ed ach an effett doth alwaies 
© follow ; or as &"Wiceſſary Signe, or which being given, 
. ſuch an Event, doth always Tuarred. ISO od 
For Example,\ becauſe rhe Sun, as often as it. approa- 
cheth co the Vernal Equinox, doth cauſe the. Plants to 
bud forth, and produce Flowers ; and becauſe, when 
the day-break is perceived in the Eaſt, the Suh doth 
' foon after ſhew'it {elf above the Horizon : therefore is 
"jt eaſy for us in Winter to forerell- the approach: of the 
-Spring.'and the Budding forth of Flowers ; and in the 
\ Morning twilight, to torckaow the approach of perfect 
Day ; the former, in reſpe& of the neceſſiy, of the 
 Caule, and the latter in relpe& of the neceſſity of the 


* Sione. © Bur, if there were. no ſych neceſity, and that $ 
' either fuch'a Cauſe, or ſuch a Sione were not alwaies [| 


attended with ſuch an'efte& ; or that fuch an efte& did 
ſortimes ſucceed. withour the preceſſion of ſuch a 


Caule, or-{uch a Sione : it is manifeſt, char we mighc. 


. have indeed a ConjeRure, but no certain foreknowledge 
of either of choſe EffeAs,. © 
| I ſay a Conjetare, and that's'the moſt, Becauſe un- 
leſs many Obſervarions/ concurr. to atelt,; thar ſuch a 
Cauſe, gr. Signe is more frequenly attended, on. by «that 
.. particular cftcR, chan not; or that that effeR doth more 
uſually ſucceed upon that Cauſe, and after that Signe, 
than-upon any other, in-thar caſe, our ConjeQure. would 
be a meer Hariolation, or Divination, at beſt. _ .. 


In the next place, let us propoſe this confidetable truth. Þ 


| T hat the Certain and Inf; llible Prenotion of things to 
ome whoſe neceſſary connexion to their particular C % 
es 


., HERDL on * 
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= The Vanity of Judiciary Aftrology. "ig 
ſes or ſignes is unknown 10 man,onght to be aſcribed to © 
. 'none but God himſelf, who made aid ordereth all Can. © 
ſer,Signes and Events,For ſubRraQing the knowledge 
of this neceflary Connexion, we haye no help remaining 
for our previſion thar ſuch things will come to pals ; un- 
+ lels God, who ſeeth into the darkneſs of Futurity, ſhail 


ts $6 


' | pleaſeto reveal them tous. And hence 'doubrleſs. is it 
” | thar ſuch as uſe ro propheſy of things to' come, are called 
4 1 Divines ; and their Prediction is called Divination, © 

" #: * Nor is i facred Writ alone, which declarech the 
" knowledge of furure Events to be the'prerogative. of 
s God ; according to that of 1ſzs, (chap. 41.) Tell us 
- what tus to come hereafter, and we (hall know you to be | 
x Gods : bur even the Ethnicks generally acknowledged 
1 the lame, as Horat. | | 

4 Prudens futuri tempor exitum 

40 ' al:ginoſa notte premit Dems, Fc. 


{4 | And thereupon they enquired concerning future ſuc- 
, ceſſes, of only fuch, as they beleeved acquainted wich 


s the fecrets'and Counſells of Divinity, and were Divino 
be 3 Numine afflati, or Entheati. | 


Cray. III. 


1ne | 
\ 2} The Antiquity, Original, and Inventors of this 
nge Aſtrology. | 


xt R **<i" upon the Antiquity of this Divining by 
LY the Stars, we perceive, chat for certain the Inven- 
tors of it were the Chaldean,or Babylonian Ca erp 
© For, though the Egyprians, who of all other Nations 
ſeem to haye the beſt pretext to rival chem in that-bo- 
__ B 3 £5 nour, 
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nour, oloriouſly boalt, that the Chaldeans were ar-firſt- 


an excreſcence of themſelyes caft.oft in a Colony, and 


ſent abroad to make themſelves more room,as Diodorus = 


reports, (4b 1.) yer the Egyptians with, ſcorn agd ine 
dignation have,denied that extraFtion, Again, Where- 
as the Egyptians accounted fifty, thouſand years from the 
time their Anceſtors firſt made Celeſtial Obſeryarions - 


the Chaldeanrhave been much larger in their fition, - 


aad re:kon no. leſs chan four hundred and ſeventy thou- 
ſand years, from the original of that ſclence among their 
Fore-fathers ; as I have more expreſly declared, uw my 
Preface to the life of Tycho Brabe, &c. But, to wave 
their fictious titles to this invention; it is well known, 
that from the molt ancient memory of that Nation, the 
Chaldeans and Aſtrologers were taken for the fame 
Men ; and eafily, proved, that the-Aftralogy which firſt 
came to the Greci4ns (from whom it was afterward de- 
rived down to the Latives and Aratians, was tranſhaced 
thither by Reroſu, who (as Vitruvins lib,'g, cap. 7- 
faith) Firlt fare dowp in the Ifle and Ciry, of Cows, and 
there opened a School for the teaching. of the Art of 
Aſtrology, Moreover it is evidear, that the Chaldeans 
were generally poſſeſſed with this opinion, that the Pla- 
nets, becauſe they obſerved not the fame courſe with the 
Fixt Stars, were Interpreters of the will of the Gods,and 
did declare their determinations and purpoſes concern- 
ing ſublunary affairs, to us Horrals here below; and 
this ſomcimes by their Riſing, ſomtimes by their Secting; 
ſomtimes dy their Colure, ſomtimes. by their Poſitions; 
and ſomtimes by other Adjun&ts and Circumſtances:and 
thar did conform their wandecings-to the tract-of 


the Zodiack, only. becauſe therein were tyelve Princely, 
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er x the ewelve Sine A be- 
ſides Gros Ginger Stars, as privy ( Cbnncellcurs ng, 
Deities, hich did Obſerve and*recount all otcurtetices 
upon the Earth, rhar che Celeftial Senate might conſult 
and decree accordingly. All which Diodorns relates 
more expreſſly then any other Author, And though = 
firlt Inventors ot this Dream, might perhaps defigne 
as a plauſible FiQion to gull the Conmon'þ People, Eko 
othetWife wonld' have detided the Contemplation of the 
Stars (for I need not tell you, thar' the Vulgar' eſteem 
this Study wholly vain ard uſeleſs, unleſs in "reſpet of 
the ſuppoſed virte of ir,for the foreknowledge of things 
to cone) yet thoſe who came after ſeriouſly endeavoured 
to advance their reputation by promoting the ſame 2s 2 
truth, while they enquired bow, by the inſpe&ion of the 
S:ars, they might atcain to the preicience of furure E+ 
VeNtF, h faught a cerrain method for the raduRtion 
thereof to others, 
Bur this awong the reſt is well worthy our retnark ; 
that this Alirology was nor fox: wah without the con- 


and that in no 
nal roportion. 


Tt is objeted (I know) That we onght not to ACComnt 


| that Art Superſtitions, which ſeems to have God himſelf 


for its Author, according to that ſaying in Geneſis(1.1.) 


' that He created the Sun, Moon, and Stars, that th 


might ſerve for Signes, aud Scafons, ard Dayes, and 
Tears. | 

Buc chey who make this ObjeRion, ought to ſhew 
us when and how He inftiruted this Art; and where he 
hath declared char he created thoſe Luminaries t> that 


| end, that we might come to a forcknowledge of future 


Bj | Everr:, 
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' poverty; love, or enmity ;.hopour, or infancy ; , virtue, 
or debauchedneſs; lergth, or ſhortneſs of Life ;; health, 
X or ſickneſs ; D-ath natural; or Viglent; proſperity, 'or 
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Flame,&c, So likewite is that of [eremy ( chap. ro.) 
Learn not the way of the Heathen , nor be diſmay'd at 
the fignes of Heaven, fer the H eathen are diſmayd at 
them, and the cuſtomes of the people are vain, — © 
But before we come to examine the, Pteſignifications 
themſelves, you perhaps defireto be informed, what re. 
ſons I haye to reſt ſatisfied ja that tradition of Pirrwvims 
I now mentioned, concerning the firſt+, introduQtion of 


| Aoogy into Greece by, Bereſs,and that the Greciavs 


had no knowledge therereof before his Jaies. . And 


this becauſe that introduRion of it by him, and the ad- 


vance of ic by Antipater and Achinapolus,were no high- 
er than the Age wherein Epicwrus lived ; and becauſe 
all thoſe more antique Pocts, Philoſophers, and other 
Authors made frequent mention of Aſtrology and Pre- 
ditions from the Stars : and the Author of that Book 
concerning Aſtrology, which is aſcribed to Lxcian, enu- 
merateth Qrphezs T ireſias,and others who taught Aﬀtrpe 
logy to the Greeks. | | 

W hetefore;to juflify my opinion in that particular, T 
aſhrm ; that2sto Orphens, Trirefras, and others, the 
tradition is meerly Fabulous, #nd'grounded only upon a 
preſumption, that thele men predicted things before they 
came to paſs,and eſpecially Tirefas,whoſe fable is known 
to every Man, Burt here it is memorable, that though 
this Author dath confidently avouch, that the Erhiops» 


ans and Egyptians were the firſt Inventors of Aſtrology; 


yer he afterwaxds conteſſerh, chat the Grecians heard 


Þ nothyng of that Art from either of them: ſo thar frota 
his reffimony nothing can'be alledged "te 'impugne char 


probable 


Behold, they ſhall be as ſtubble, the fire ſhall burn p hem, PTY 
they ſhall not deliver themſelve ſ from : he power , f the p 


— 


The Vanity of Judiciary Aſtrology. 

© probable opinion of Vitrevine, that Aſtrology was de- 
rived to the Gtecians from tlie Chaldeans. As for rhe 
xeft; rrue itis indeed, that the name of Aſtrology was 
of much greater acitiquity among the Grecians, chen thar 

, of Beroſus'; but they thereby underſtood no other ſci- 
ence but what Plato alwaies called «Aſtronomy (as itis 
even in out daies, to diſtinguiſh it from the Tubiciary, 
Which hath by cuſtome acquired and appropriated to ir 
ſelt the honourable title of Aſtrology ; and this even 
from the time of Sextus Emprricus,When that differctce 
became Vulgar) but not this Divining Art, concerning 
which Plato, eAriffotle and other of the Ancient Greci- 
an Philoſophers are wholly filent ; except only where 
Ariſtotle 4 x. politic. x1,) refers to Aſtralogy that pre-- 
dition of Thales, concerning a great plenty of Olives to 
come in the following Autumn, which yet was only Me- 
teorological, as I ſhall haye occaſion ' ro' declare more 
particularly hereafter, For though (» prior; 30.) He 
hath this ſayirg, Aſfrologicam Experientians trndere 
principis ſcrentie Aſirologice ; yet he theteby intends 
only Aſtronomy, calling the Obſeryations of the vr 
al Phenomena, Experience,according to which Hypothe- 
ſes (or as He there termeth them) Demonttrations ought 
to be excogirated. And when Epicurzs {ems to deride | 
Aſtronomical Curiolites, - calling them *ayJyanrodwdhers 
"Asgontywy TSNVITGias, Servilia A ſtrologorum mac hina- 
wenta, and uerwar Acggroyiay Inanem Aftrologiam: 
we ought to underſtand him only of che too ſcrupulous, F 
and urprofitable ſtudy of framing reap porockes of 
Jluppoſitions for the ſolutian of the Apparences, I deny 
not but Exdoxas (fomwhat the ancientgr of the two, as I} 9 
being an Auditor of Plato, and mentioned with 'attri- I 6 
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- | butes of hanour more than once by. 4riforie), ſpeaker 
e | plainly of Ctaldajcall grediftions, as making it one, pare. 
$s & of his huſicesto.reprehend and. condemo them: and yec 
r {| muſt affim, chat he did this, not that he had learned 
- | them of his Count:y men, the Grecians, but that in his 
s {+ various peregrinations. in. the Eaft, be had gotten the 
7. | knowledge of char preſtigious Art from the Ghaldeans. 
ic | Again chough Viruvins be poſitive, that Beroſws firlt 


n J- opened a School forithe erudition-of Men in chis_cor-_ 


-e || rupted Aſtrology, .andraught it publickly in Greece;yer 


4 


g | that hinders nor but chat. ſome other men, otherwiſe 


5. || well learned, may have travelled through. Greece, and 


re | profeſſing themielyes'. to be. Chaldeans,and $kilfull ia, 
e-- | thoſe ſtudies, dropt up and-down ſome* rude hints and” 
to | imperfe& rudimenes of this Sophiltry, as they wandied® 
le- || from place to place.; as.in our dayes, we fee a. fort of 
xe & vile and impudent Vagabonds, who run up and down, 
He | owning themſelyes. for native Egyptians, and deluding. 
re || the.credulous multitude wich-precences of firange mylte 

ids | fious infigÞt into the rols of Deſtiny, and predictions of. 
{ti- | (the: fortunes of particular Perſons.. So. that it is no won= 
ie- | der, if Plato, Ariſtotle and other great Men had thoſe 
oht obſcure fellows in ſuch contempt, as they. would not 
ide | vouchfaſe ſo much as to name them in their. writings. 
fc | Foriobſerve how: Cicero, .in whoſe time Aſtrology ſeems. 
»a- | to have gotten ſomwhae more of ofack, among. the 


am: | People, doth not only.call ic Monſtra Chaldeornm;the 
ous, monſtrous iſſue of the Chaldeans braios.; but allo re- 
$ or | proacheth it with. the odious terms. of vis maxima er- 
Jeny | 7276, and deliralis incredibilis, the. very.quinteſſence ' of 
"as | Error, and.a madaes incredible ; . adding withall, ; now 


ttri- | emnems.crrorem dicandum: eſe ſtultitiam, molt ingenie 
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niore, it 15 likewiſe true;that in the ancient Greek Poets, 


variousprediRions from the Stars : bur theſe were very 


dayes ſo much glory in. © For, ſuch Prognofticarions no- 
thing at all concerned the Events of Human aftajrs: (to 
which Aſtrologers chiefly prerend) bur only the ſeveral 
mutations of. the Air, ' of Tempeſts, of pleaty or dear 
years, and the like - and theſe che deduced only from 
the yarious Rifings and Settings of the Stars as may be 
proved. out of Hippocrates(lib. de arr. agu & loc.) Pla- 
. #6 (is Epinom.) Who ſpeaks that particulariy of Heſfiod, 
and ſonic other old writers ; but nor from the caſting 
of Figures (as the Vulgar phraſe is). or the Jaborious E- 
refting. of Scheams, i much uled by our Aftrologers, 
' and admired*by tl e ignorant, who addreſs to them as 

to the oracles of Fate, and the ſecretaries of Divinity. 
ainong.the' Ancient Grecians, were not called Aftrologi- 
call; bur by the fumple and modeſt- appellation of *r:- 
enueciac Preſignifications, or rather yet more ſimply, 


to the-variety of their Rifings and Settings, do ſignify as 
well the ſeveral fea fons of the year, for Seed time, for 
Harveſt, and for other_ works of Agriculture ; as the 
dayes, on which the Husbandmian may expe Raig, 
Winds, and other changes of Weather, 7 - ; 


—_——— — — 


oifly intimaring ihe Fraud afyyell as Folly of Divinatory. 
AYyrology - in his 2. Books de Diviratione, Purther- . 


Philoſophers, and other eminent Authors, we read of 


far differenc from the Art Aſtrological, which che Chal- * 
. deans of old, and our half-witted Aftromancers now a 


Ic appeps therefore, that thoſe Prediions recorded 


Significations; and this, becauſe the Stars. according . 


ys Nor was this obſerved only by the Grecians,but fa. | 
miliar to'mott, x nor all other Nations; as it is eyen with Þ 


'1n di 
"Year ſuch ad*fuch'of che” principal Stars atually ariſe 
'and Set; and thoſe minations'ot the'Air, or -chanoes of 
Weather, which did commonly fticceed at ſuch'. times, 
*and ſo may be ſignified by them accotdingly. ' I. dare 
"nor affirm that they took occaſion for this their exaQoels _. 


* 
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"ders, and cannotrexd them if'they had, to- obſerve! cer- 


«rain Celeſtial Signes.” or Stars, whichas they either Riſe 


in the Mornivg, or Set inthe Evening ; "and as chey- ace 


"near Unto, of tar from the Sun'ar* "its Rifing or" Sertin 
"declare at Whar'ſcaſons, through the Whole courſe of the, 


"Year; ſich and ſuch labours of *'Husbandry 'are moſt 


_opportunely'ro be performed. Aid yet; 1 mult confeſs, 


the Grecians ſeem co have been more fludiousand exact 
Than ow other Nation, not only. in obſerving, :but alſo 
ting into Fables, both upon what dayes" of the 


Oo 


from that vaſt 'Golden Circle; erefted in'E Fypt,- and at 


'laftfplundered"by Cambyſes; which according: to' the - 


account of Diodorus, was a Cubit in thicknels, and 


three bundred'fixty and five-Cubits" in compaſs ; * with 


T FW 


\an inſctipcioti'of each day in the' Year on a particular 
' Cubits ſpace; andthe naines and fignifications of thoſe 
*Stars, rhat Rile or Set on each day- reſpe&iyely, Yet 
* certain I am of this, that Geniinus(# Element, 2Aftron. 


cap, 14.) tels us, that the Ancients: uſually made this 


*Obſeryation, chat raking rhe Signe, and the degree of 


that Signe, in which the Sun, was in the ' beginning of 


"the Year, or fitſtep of his anntal'progreſs ; and 'nores 
"ing afterward what changes of the Air or Weather did - 
; Þ commonly fall outupon'each day, Week and Moneth': 
they mighr at lengeh referr that change to the places of 
the Sun through eyery Signe and degree thereof in the 


- | Zodiac k. 
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' us trequene, for 'fuch Country People as have no Kalen- 
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therefore. I ſhall-fairhfully tecire- them, 1d aviens per 


. aries made Year 
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alk. His words aze.. Wotrhy the reading, |and 
pleres annos obſeruvantes, mubationes, que maxime arcs 


- Zodines fiena & laca contingerent, conſcripſernnt in 


Fabali;; non ex arte, aliqua, neq; ex ceria methodo 
deferibemes, ſed ab Experiemiaid, quod proge vernw, 


is Tyſtra congruenct, ſumentes, And of theſe, Obs | 


Ferrations were framed Tables, ſuch as the Grecians 


called. gzgariyprre ſome whereof are extant; eveh' at 


this day, as particularly thoſe of Gemimu himſelf, and | 
of Ptolomy : and thoſe. were collected ou; of the -more 


- #ntigue ones of Democritns, Meirodorns, Doſitbeus, 


4 


Ewutterpan,. Mecton, | Endoxus, Calippms, Hipparchus, 
Fhilepprs, Philemon, Caſar, and others, For every 


ane, accosding to his curioſity ' of experimenting, what | 
changes of Weather dayly hapned in his Country:com- 


pateda cerain PILE {uch changes, and of many Di- 


afces, Year, framed at laſt one great 
Perapegrne or Table; the Riſings. and Sertings of the 
Stars, and the afteQiong of che Air-obſerved moſt com- 
monly to enſue immediarely thereypon, being expreſſly 


_refzrced yo each day reſpeRively, |, Hence. ſome of the 
- principal of theſe Parapegmes were fo tranſlated into 


Kalenders, as that it is manifeſt Ovid: would from thence} © 
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what js-elle the chief buſinels of the Husbandman in © 
each Month, | 
CA Hence alſo were derived. theſe General Precepts of 
in | Good Husbandry, whichare delivered ja clegaot verſe by 
do | Heffod among the Greeks, and by Virgil among the 
», | Latines, in imitation of him in his Georgrekg. 


ns | | Crae. IV. 


nd | That the Rifongs and Settings of the Stars are not 
ore | the Caules,but only Signes of Ti empeſts and Mu- 


ws, | tations hapning in the Air; contrary to' the 

ws, | Vulgar opinion. | 

'E ; 6 : F. 
hart : | Hat this was the Tenent of E pienyns, and _ 
_ | molt other of the more ſage and orthodox "4 
Di-l Philoſophers among the Ancients, is ſuffici- 

rent * ently inferrible from the yery modeſty of che 

rhe | - word 'Eniyonueniac Significationes,as was afore intima- 

om-Fj | red;which they enera/ſy ſes; as moſt proper'to expreſs 


eſſly this notion, = 
the} © _ Beſides, as for the General Cauſe of Seaſons, and 
into} * gereal murations,they referred chem for the moſt partto 
enceF the Sun, allowing nevertheleſs ſome aQivity in the Moon, 
| together with inferior cauſes, rowards the'produRion'of 

Cold, Wind, Rain, and the like changes of 'Weather z 
"but che Scars both fixt and erratique they accounted no 
ny” orher then meer Signes of thoſe particular times, wherein 
ery” the Sun and other Cauſes do uſually concurr to the ge- 
oF” neration of Heat, Rain, Winds, and thelike murations in 
the Air, That Epicurss was of this opinion, is plain 

g*irom his text, in the 10: Book of _ a 
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Et, fence whereof is this, © Thar. whereas. the Rifings and 


.« Settings of che Stars, according to the courle. of the 


{> &« Year, do figrify the vatious mutations of the remper 


of the'Air; proper co each of the four ſeaſons ; in this 
they do no more then the Swallows and other Fowles 
«. of the Air,which by their coming, preſage the advent 
«« of the Spring; and by their departure again in the end 
<« of Autumn, foretell the approach of Wiater; and no 
« more then ſome certain changes of the Air, as the 
< Rain-bow, ' Thunder,- Clouds, which. forecell other 
-< changes immediately to ſucceed, as ſerenity, ſhowers, 
© &c, Becauſe as the Swallows are not the Cauſe of 
« the Spring, nor the Rainbow of clear Weather ; but 
« only a ſigac thereof ; ſois not (for Example)-the' Ri- 
* ſing of the Dog: (tar a Caufe of .the- great, Hear and 
F.: Drought that uſually poſſeſſeth the Air ar that time; 
« by galy.a.Signe of that time, when the-$un dath an-' 
. © .nually parch the Earth, and. roft the inhabitants of it, 
As for othes Philoſophers ; fee. what Geminns faith a- 
mong the-reſlt.  Aſtrorum . exariibus mutaitones fiunt, 


mon quod Aſtra” vim habeant ad mutationem ventorum,ſ 


art imbrium ;" (ed quod fegns gretia- aſſumpta fant, ad 
hoc, ut pernoſcamas acris affettioness Et velnti._ Fax 
on ipſa eft. cauſa motus bellici, .ſed bellici tempargs fig: 
wm; fic chian Aftrorum ortus non ipfi ſunt cauſa mw 
tationum aerts, verum, poſita ' ut Signa talium. affeiti, 
oum. And afterwards ſpeaking of - the Riſing . of rhe 


;Dos-ſtar, he-faich :; Onnes putant hanc ftellam vim hat 


bere. propriam, & cauſam eſſe intenſionis eſtunum, du 


quoniam 1uxta calidiſſimum tempns, cum hec ſtella o 
Frm facighat ; hujus. apparitime, aeris in eſtum mutatt 
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ſimul oritur cum ſole :. attamen res non ic ſe habet; (ell. 
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The Vanity of Judiciary Aſtrology, 
new ſignificarune. And that you may nor think Ariſtor. . 
oor of thoſe, who held the Riſing of the Dog-(tar, - 
Orion, or any other Confiellation, to be any moxe but a 
f@mple figne of the Mutations bapning in the Air about 
hole times; pleaſe you to obſerve how among his Pro= 
blames (ſoft. 26, queſt: 12. 416 13.) eaquiring, Car g- 
riewte (ane eAnſter moyeatur ? why the South - wind 
commonly blowes, at the time of Dogs Rifing; He an- 
fwers, himſelf, by refecrixng is cozþe, $yo,not ro that Srar: 
and demanding further, why - men. are then exhauſted 
with immoderate. Heaz, he adds, dep |ſpiritys ixfitars 
| callid;/ſ;meas per idews tempys congruun eſſe, The lame' 
he replieth concerning Orios,Rifing in the Autymn, and 
Senting again in Winter, And(iz CHeteorolog. 2,cap.5- 
" | diſcourfing. of the fame Conftellation, he hach theſ 
& words > Orion & dum otityr, & dum occight, $NCertus | 
ac difficilss eſſe propterea videtur; quod g;#s ortus, & oc> 
eaſns $M, cum tempera euariant, commutayturg;. ille 
eftate, hic Hyeme accidant. By Which you rey per- 
 eeiye; that Fe remarkgth the Riſing or Setting of Orioz, 
pot'as a Cauſe of the , Changes then contingeat in. the 
Air ; but meerly chat its Riſing and Setting. fall out at 
"| ſuch times, as the Air ſuffereth'thoſe changes from the 
'Þ vicinity, and remotion of the Sun; .: - IE 
'- | {. This Opinion of Epicurns and others might be con- 
:4"Þ firmed with many Rrong Reaſons ; but among them all 
"| 1 ſhall fele& only Three, as moſt memorable and” ims 
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F- That the Fixt Stars,in reſpe& of their conſtant,though 


| 


F I 4 - it. 


——— 


"The Vanity of ] udiciary Aſtrology. 


— 


flow motion to the Eaft, do riſe and ſe: now in our days, 
near upon a Whole moneth later in the Year, then they 
did'in the Times of choſe Ancient Grecian Philoſophers; 
and yer neyercheleſs the ſeaſons, and general mucations 
are not retarded proportionately (7. 6. by 3 meneth bur 
remain alwayes adliged to the Sun, and Oblerye its pro- | 
s through the Zodiack, For Example, thoſe great} 
Heats, which ſo long 4go-uſyally came about the middle 
of Jul, at which time the Dog-ftar aroſe in thoſe 'days, 
do now likewiſe invade us abouthe middle of Jt; nor 
are they removed tothe middle of Avyuſt, when the }j + 
Dog-ftar voth now ariſe :' nor can'any Men expe; that f| / 
after rhe Flux of ten Thouſand Years, in eaſe the World | © 
ſhould laft ſo long, the greateſt Heats of the Year would 
fall upon the middle of From - as ir thuſt come to paſs, | 
in caſe the Heats were derived from the Dog-Rar, andy / 
not from the Sun, - | S'I-4s _—_ = 
- Again,if theſe exceſſive Heats were'the effeRt of. theſſ 
Camcnlay Star , why'do not we feel them in Febywary, 
and chiefly in the Night time, during which, chat tar 
remains » Gogh the Horizon ? And if you conceive, 
that the burning of the Dog-ſtar is ' augmented by the 
virtue of the Sun ; pray, why was it not augmented long} 
ago chiefly about the beginning of F#ve, fince now 1 is” 
not augmented to the higheſt at the end of chat monerhſ+*7 
 - being then neareſt co the Sun ? Perhaps, you may en 
quire (by the By) why the greateſt Hears of the wholeſj © 
Summer are not co-iticident to the Summer Solftice, buff ** 
ſucceed ſome dayes after it > Why, cruely the Cauſe is. ** 
manifeſtly chig , that the Sun'proceedijng to inflame che the 
Air, both by the DireMon of its Rayes every day more 4 
and more Perpendicular, and by its longer - continuance?” 
. ' aboye Þ 
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- above che Horwoy, wn che Solllice; bis Direaners 
of its beams, and irs longer; continuance- doch perſever 
like degrees being added to the Heat formerly acquired, 


"| iris neceſſary the lame ſhould | be, much Jcacreaſed ; ſo 


'" i tchatunleſs both the Direneſs of its Rayes, and its con- 
cinuance above the Horizon did. ſenfibly decreaſe, the 


he | Hear of the Sun, darted upon the Earth, could not be 


hell  ' The Second. 


14} -; That theſe Signes are not the ſame in all Climates or 
\Regions ; but the Dog-ſtar (for Example) which to us 
Þ a fronificacor of Heat, ro the Antipodes is a Signe of 
Cold, _ An argument certainly, and a ſufficient one,that 
-neicher_our Hear, nor their Cold hath ,any dependence 
oa the Dog, but only on the Sun, to us by irs preſence, 
| to chem by irs abſeace, For pit Dog, ſmce 
he doth not cbange his ſituation, as the Sun doth, ou 
| 5 an equal and uniform efficacy ; nay more, 


I 


IF doth ejaculage its Rayes more direRly or Perpendicular- 

ly upon cheir heads, Bur the eAntipodes axe ſomewhat 
'Y $00 remote for us to have recourſe unto in this plain caſe; 
and therefore we ſhall deduce our plea from things 
7 'F neerer at hand, Belides the (general affeRions of ſeaſons, 
=: 'Þ as of Heat and Cold,which evidenely ariſe, the one from 


ſc " the preſence, the other from the abſence of the Sun; are 
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2" bours cach to other, ſubjeR to different changes of che 
3 \ C z Air, 


=_ 
| Þ A pe the more to Heat the Antipodes then us, 
' by how much the more vertical he is to them, and fo. 


| not particular Countries, and ſuch as are near neigh- 
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__ any yd | 
der'then Whether Bd more ſe@ſorable to refert this varie- | 
in their and/difference of wearher,in | 
almoſt touching eachother to theRiſiog and | 


Tp of-&i 
> Fd tore 


Air, {o that while vhs Dag and Rainy weather in -one, 
the Sun ſhines clearly ly <in the - other 2 Is 
bt (for Ge Pre) bag ook raatiy' times infeted' with 

nds, while France at the ſame 
almeZAbdfo of the reft. Conſi. 


Setting of Stars ; or to the articular condition and na-' 
rure & the Countries themſelves > The Ancients I am 


ſure, choſe to aſcribe.it:ro-the different Soyls and fituati-.| 


on of Countries ; and thereupon they thought fir to 
compoſe'pa rtieular Tables for particular Regions, and 
thoſe too ads up of-rnany Yeazs Obſervations confer- 
red together ; becauſeno General ones could ferye the 
earn; Hereupen alſothey concludetthar the Tables of 
the Epyptians could be of uſe (at the-moſt) only to'thoſe 
Nations 'who live#in the/ſame Parallel or Climate ;-and 
had bur 14. hours day -at the longeſt : that thoſe of 
Dafitheus and /Phillippus might be uſcfull ro ſuch Nati- 
ons; Who had 14. hourgand an 'half of day - thoſe. of 
Democritas and Ceſar,and Hipparthus, to ſuch, who 
had x5.hours of day ? - thoſe of Callippns Endoxus Mer 
ron, Erttemon, Metrodorus, and. Gonon,rtofuch who In- 
habite intermediate Climates, 1 244 moreover that 
theſe Tables cannor be uſefull not only to / ſuch as live 
in' divers Parallels'; bu: even not to ſuch as live in the 
fame, but more toward: the Eaſt, or toward -the Wet : 
fince experience attefteth, that there are divers mutations 
of the Air nor-only toward the South and North, but 
allo toward the DAE and Weſt | 
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The Third. © 7 


| Thar theſe Signes afford bur lighr' uncertain Conje- 
Rutes at beſt. | For their fignification is moſt uncertain, 
eyen in reſpe of the fame Countty ;* which yer would 
not be, in caſe they were as well Germane Cauſes, as 
Signes, And fince the moſt that can be juſtly ſaid in 
this kid, is that the Airis made hor in Summer, cold 
in Winter, and Temperare in the Spring and Autumn ; 
but no man can certainly foretell of what remper the Air 
will be in this or the next Year, atthe time the Dog-ſtar 
doth ariſe, or ArQurus ſer ; becauſe ic is manifeſt, ſome 
Years eyen in the middeft of Summer there fall out very 
Cold days, and very warm ones in the midft of Winter, 
and thoſe days that chance to be. yery- wett. and tem- 
peftuous this Year, may be dry and ſerene the next; and 
-becauſe in one Year, it is wett weather all the Summer, 
and dry all che Winter, ſome Years are very dry all a- 
long, and others continually wett : Therefore is ir ma- 
nifeſt, that concerning the particular changes of weather, 
at ſert and punctual times, no certain rules of prediQtion 
can be drawn from theſe Signes, * 
Hence we may come to underſtand, that thofe'Tables 
do... indeed contain: what their Authors obſerved to, haye 
hapened in thoſe Years, during which they addicted 
themſelves to make and record their Obſeryations z bur. 


4 « 


which perhaps there may be ſo great.a difference, as | 6- 
'en to crols the former Tables um moſt things, . Which 
Gemiaugs doubtleſs | refleted upon when: he ſo much 
commended Aratrs, for that conceivihg the Signes, of 
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ſuch cbanges to be fallacious, as were taken from” the 
-Rifing and Setting of che Scars, he. had recourſe to others |} 
exhibiced by nature, ſuch as are the Colours appearing in 
the Syn,or Moon, at their Riſing or Setting; the Circles 
gbout them called Halo's and Paraſelenes, and the like: 
becauſe theſe having their Cauſes and produRtion in the 
Air, hold ſome natural affinity and connexion with rain, 
clear weather, wigd, heat, and other affeRions of the 
Air. Ofthis ſort likewiſe are the motions obſerved 
in ſome Bruic Animals, which as are ſenſible of. ſo do 
they alſo prognofſicate the changes of the Air, both as 
they begin and encteaſe ; and this by running up and 
.down, by Droufineſs, by Bellowing, by Crying,making, 
certain unwonted Noylſes, and the like : according to 
that of the Poet, | | _ 
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Cana fulix itidem fugiens e gurgite ponti, 
Nunciat honibiles 4 oe enftare procellas, 
Hand modicas tremulo fundens e pettere cantns Fc: 


CHA?..V. 
The Fundamental. Maximes of Aſtrology exam- 


ned, 
: I  togy it-{elf, as diftin& from Aſtronomy, begin- 

ing our Examination firſt at the General 
plants, or fundamenal poſitions thereof ; and thenpro- 
 ceeding to the particular  Predittions thereof, aſwell 
concerning Charges of weather, deduced from other 


Signes i} 


Heſe conſiderations premiſed, by way of Intro- 
duQtion ; ler us now come up cloſe to eAſtro- 
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2ary bodies, For fince the Stars ono 
ved idle and ineffeftnal ; and that there are ſome cer» 
ain Effefts, which camet be referred to ang other Can- - 
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Fignes beſides the Riſiogs and Secrings of the Stars; as 
- concerning the Fortunes of Men, which Aftrologers 


' commonly deduce from their Genizures, or ' Nativity 


Themes. © And theſe few things, among «innumerable 
others pertaining to this ſo promifing Arc will be ſuffict- 
eat to demanſirace che Vanity and Frauds of it, 

| The Fir? general maxime, whereby Aftrologers en- 
geavyour to gain credit and reputation to their docu» 
ments, 1s what all men readily confeſs ; viz, that the 
Stars are not meer Signes, but allo natural Canſes of 
very many effets : as if Men were bound to admitt the 
fame poſition for truth, concerning other efte&s, which 


_ they boaſt the divination of afore hand. It & well known 


they) that inferiour natitres are not ſubjetted to 


Wo 
| <boex in vain ; ſince they are ſo mavifeftly cheriſhed, 


moved and governed by them. That the Sun « the 
Canſe of Light and Heat ; and that by its acceſs and 
receſs annually, it doth induce the ſeries and vicifſirnde - 


of ſeaſons , that it doth pricreats plants, and animals, 


and in particular men, according to that common ſaying, 
Sol & Homo generant Hominem ; that it doth extratt 
vaporrs from the Earth, which -become' the matter of 
Rain, of Winds, and the like. That the Moon doth fill . 
aud empty all ſhell Fiſh, the bones of animals, the brains _ 
of Coneys, and hath: great power over all moyf# bedtes, 
and eſpecially the Sea, whoſe Tides aye conformed to 
hey motion. Laſtly that there are certain Influences, 
by which not only theſe two principal Luminaries but al- 
þ the other leſſer ones 9034} their virines wpou ſublu- 

tars oxoht not to be conces- 
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24 The Vanity of Judiciary Aſtrology, 
* ſes but them, as the Critical mutations of diſeaſes, ad 
. the inequallity of ſeaſons &4c. And this is the ſum of 
what our Altrolopers alleage for ſupport of rheit pre- 

" tence, and whereby they ſtudy to endeat their Arr, and 


E admiflion of what they afterward impoſe with prodigi- 
| | ous confidence, And” indeed What they utge concer. 
ning the Sun and Moon, ſeems fo plauſible, as yet even 
judicious men may at firſt diligently liſten therero, aad 
conceive ſome expeRation that they would proceed to 
prove the ret of their ſuppoſitions with the like evidence; 
not {uſpeQting that upon ſuch ſpecious foundations, they 
would ſoon fall to ereA nothing but ridiculous Fables, 
and wild abfurdities, 
making the members of their artificial body reſpondent 
to the Head of it > For behold,they have no ſooner 
layd down this ground ; but they inſtantly run out to 
ſuch ſuperſiruQures, which have no folidity nor firength 
from either Experience or Reaſon, And indeed I can- 
not but wonder, and bluſh, when I obſerve the Fiſt 
writers of chis Art, Prolomy, Firmicus and Maiilins, 
after they have begun their diſcourſes ſeriouſly and with 
gravity beſeeming Philoſophers, and Men profefling che 


iſh toys,and old wives dreams. Itis truely diſhonou- 
rable for Learned men, by the pretext of ſach poſitions, 
as are generally confeſſed, ſo to impoſe upon the credu- 
lity of their Readers : ' as if thoſe Fopperies, which they 


ſlay? Yea it is odious and dereſtable to delnde men by 
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prepare the minds of men for the more ſmooth and ealy 


Bur alas! how far are they from * 
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eyerity of reaſon ; in a moment tofall upon meer child-' 


intend to foiſt in afterwards, were of the ſame evidence 
and certitude with the premiles, Diſhonourable did I. 


2 manifeſt Paralogiſme, and from a ſpecions Antece. 
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dent to draw ſuch a Conſequence, ag really is to Cony 
ſequence. For as I began to ſay, it is indeed atteſted 
'by Experience, that the Sun doth vary the ſeaſons of the ' 
| Year, that the Moon doth fatten ſhell-fiſh,in her full,and 
- make them lean again in her' wane : bur, doth Experi- 
ence atcelt the like of the 1 2. Signes id the, Zodiack, and 
of their ſeyeral degrees, of Satury, Mercury, and the 
reſt of the Planecs and Fixt, Stars ? Cercainly no ; nor 
can our Aſtrologers by ary Obſervation ſhew any one 
the lealt effeQ, that oughr to. be referred to .this or thar 
L) 
particular Conſtellation or Star,rather than to any other, 
or rather than to any ſublunary Caule: as we ſhall more 
expteſly evinee in che (eque] of this diſcourſe, What 
then ? Have they any Reaſon to fly to? None at all, 
It- | doubtleſs ; fince all Reaſon reſteth on Experience, and 
xr | of that, here can be none, and all that can with, probili- 
0 Þ ty be inferred, is this, that each Luminary being a Jucid 
h {| body, doth in proportion to its Orb, enlighten, warme, 
1- | and work ſuch effects, as ariſe from ſuch light and hear. 
{x Hereunto I add, that foraſmuch as the Stars are Ge- 
s, Þ} neral Cau'es only, in -reſpe& of ſublunary things ;- we 
th | may well demand a reaſon, wby any ſingular effe& may 
ne | not be aſcribed to ſome fingular Cauſe here below, 
d- ' & where are ſuch multitudes of natural and convenient A- 
u- | &ives and Pafſives, rather then to thoſe remote ones, the 
s, I Stars. For as when we give an account of the Cauſes of 
u- |} Odours in compound O'hitments, we referr ove kind of 
ey © {mel to the Roſes, another to the Jaſmine, a third to the 
ce | Orange flowers;and no particular ſmel to the Oyl, which 
I Fs the common matter of the compoſition, and the cauſe 
dy . I of the fragrancy neicher to the one, nor to che other of 
e- the ingredients, And as when we explicate, why ina . 
at | ; Garden, 
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Garden, this Plant groweth here, and nor there ; ano- 
ther there; and not here.: we referr ir- to their ſeeds, 
which were fown in thofe places,where each one grow- 
etch; not to the Water wherewith they are irrigared, 
which is only a General Cauſe of the gtowerh' of all 
che plants, and indifferent nouriſhment ts each ſore. So 
are we ro Philoſophife concerning thoſe EfteRs chat 
© areaſcribed to heavenly bodies, For fifice the Hear of 
rhe Snn (for inſtance) is General;why it ſhould harden 
Clay, and fofren Wax, is to be referred to the difterenc 
diſpofttions of thoſe bodies, nor to any various efficacy 
k the Sugs heat, And why the Sun produceth a plane 
in this ptace, but notan Animal ; an Animal in another 


place, but not a plang - this is to be referted likewiſe to 
the victue of the feed, which is-Plantaxy in one place, 
and Animat in the other. The fame may be ſaid of 


other rhiggs, that atife from the - influence of che Syns 
hear ; as (for Example) the Sun raiſerh vapours from 
this part of the Earth, and not from another ; becayſe 
in one part is moiſture, in another none : one Year it 
raiſech more yapours, than in another ; becauſe one year 
yeelds more moylture than another : one year the ex- 
ako: are healthy and good, another infeftious and 
peftitential ; becauſe of the different matter from which 
they are drawn, &c, Hence we learn, that fince. it is 
befides all reaſon, when there may be many Cauſes of 
= _ efkeR, without the concurrence of all 
which chat effe& will not follow ; for us to think it ſuffi. 
cient to our Prognoſtication of that effeR abſolutely and 

xively, that we know any one of. all theſe. various 
Cauſes, that muſt concurr to the | geen thereof : it 


_ pul} be likewiſe befides all reaſon, when beſides the Þ ; 
| Y Srats, ll 
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\ © © The Vanity pf Judiciary Aftrology. 
. | Stars, there are other inferior Cauſes, that muſt conſpire 
* | fo the production of particular effeRts ; for any man 


We | confidently to torete]} che-contingency of thoſe effeRs,00- 


DO 


0; becauſe he knows. the general iaflux of the Stars, but 
not any one of the other 1nferior particular Cauſes, that 

are required thereunto, Again, when there are ſome 

e | <ffeQts, which have co dependence at all (or what is 

” | exceeding] obſcure) upon the Stars; 'bur 2 manifeſt 

and neceitiry dependence upon fſublunary Cauſes ; I 

would willingly know, what reaſon there is, why we 

F | ſhould not rather have recourſe to thoſe ſublunary and 

particular Cauſes, than to thoſe ſuperlunary and general . - 


a ÞF. ones, the Stars? Thus when grounds manured and en- 
. Tiched by __ do yeeld more plentifull crops of 


p Corn, than before ;. it is yu wy we are to aſcribe 
”* | this fertility, nor to the influence of the Sun and Stars, bar 


'to the fatning of the ground by the dung or ſoyle, fea- 
Py ſonably laid upon it, by che Sreful F Faber. ol 


o | -- Cuts. VI 

# The Aſtrologers ſuppoſitions concerning the Fixt 
h Stars. 

1s S for the Fixe Stars, the AſtroJogers doth  a- 
"8 & A {cribe little or no virtue to them, unleſs they 
ll be comprehended in the Zodiack (for they on- 


4 6 ly mention Medeſa's Head, the Dog, Arits- 
ld N95, and a few obo) nor indeed do they aſcribe much 
us F Virtue to them- in che Zodiack, as the Ey of the Bell, the 
i Heart of the Lion, Spica Virginis, the Heart of Scorpio; 
ne | unleſs as they are referred to certain degrees {of the 
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Sighncs in the ſame, Hereupon,their cbiefeſt care isabour 
NY ltkibirton .of the Signes and Deorees of theZodi- 
ack, as. the main fundamenc of their Art, upo awhich 
they build whatever they afterward  haye "imagined. 
of the Planets, and: their Houſes. . That we much touch 
upon.ſame few thiags belonging to each Head, let us ob- N 
ſerve in the Firff place, how when they have divided 
the Zodiack into 12. parts (called by the Greeks AuJ- 
zalnuiam) Which .they name Signes, in reſpe& of the 
Aſﬀtetitmes, of Conſtellations occurring in the Zodiack, 
according as Shepheards, Plow-men, and Mariners at Þ 
fult imagined them to reſemble certain chings on Earth, 
and gaverhem denominations ; hey have diſtingaiſhed 
not only each of thoſe ſignes into thirty Degrees, and' 
each Degrre again into Minutes, but haye allo conſide- 
red, degonainared, and compared the 13. Signes, after 
innumerable wayes and manners. 

For they chought it not ſuſficient to diſtinguiſh thoſe 
Signes into YVernal, Eſtival, Autumnal, Hyemal, as allo 

* Into Nyrthern and Ruling, Southern and obeying : and 
again into Aſcendent, or Direft, and Deſcendent, or Ob- 
lique and winding ; into Cardinal, Moveable, Median 
(or Fixt) and Common : into Conuntt, or ſuch as bes' 
hold and face each other, in a Trine; Quarile, or other 
aipet; DisjumTF, which have no AlpeR each to other 

at all; Amnrifous, which are equally diltant from the 
Cardinal points &:c. This (I fay) was not enough for 
them, but they made ſome of them to be Fiery,as Aries, 
Leo, Sagittarius ; ſome to be Earthy, as T aurusVirge, 
Capricorn; ſome Aereal as Gemini, Libra, eAquarius 91 
others Watery as Cemcer, Scorpio, and Piſces, And; Y* 
theſe (forſooch) are thoſe ſo much celebrated Four F*a 
Trigons of the Celal tial Signes. | Again, 
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© | Again,ſome they have ſuppoſed to be Human, as Ge- 
- | wins and Virgo ; others Beaftlikg as Aries, Taurus; 
kh { ochers Reprrle as Cancer, Scorpio ; ſome they imagine 
3 | co have a clear and plealant Yojce as Gemini; others a 
h | middle one, 3s Leo; and others again none at all as 
_ | Piſces. Moreover they call ſome of them Maſenline 
4 | and Dixrnal; others Feminine and Nottarnal; the 
. |} former being Mafculine and Diurnal, as Arzes,the latter 
Feminine-and NoQurnal, as Tawrxs, and' of the xeft, 
Some they aſſume to be Fertile as Piſces ; othersBar- 
| renas Virgo; others Indifferent as Capricory, Orhers 
1, | of happy /i#s, as Gemins ; others of Stupid as T awyns. 
To theſe you may add their furcher diſtinions of them 
1d | Mo Hearing, and Seving Stars or Signes ; 1nto Extio 
. | fob and Defiemed; into Fattand Lean ; into Raomi 

r i want, and Non-ruminant ; into Wrathfull, Leacherons. 

ſe | When they come. ro compare the S;gnes with the 
Fa Planets ; then (Firſt) fome of them _ d far 
id | ec Houſes of others; for (ancer is made the Houte of 
4. be Moon, Leo of the Sun ; Gemini and Virgo of Mer- 
an 097 ; Taxrnus and Libra of Venus; Aries and Scor- 


iy; the other:the Nightly manſon of their a 
ed. Secondly ſome of themare the Exaltations of 
© otters the Planes ; for Sol is exaltedin Aries, the Moos 
Bin Tavrns, Saturn in Libra, Jupiter in Cancer Mears. in 
B Caprocorn, Venus in Piſces, Mercury in Virgo. And 
HY aathe Contrary, the Signe. oppolite;to-each; is called irs 
. YDejcRion,or Depreſſion ; as Libra is the place of the 
ur {us Depreflion, Scorpio of the Moons i&&c. Burin the 


' mean 


af 


El of AMars ; Piſces and Sagittarius of Jupiter ; 7% 
JURrIHS and C apricern af Saturs 3 one beine che | irs 
Guelis flig- 


, the Fiery is appropriated to So/ and Jupiter; the Earthly 


©. The Vanity of Judiciary Aſtrology: | 

- © mean While ir'1s worthy our notice, that neicher Leo, 

' nor-\ Aquarius are cither the Exaltation, or DejeQion 
of any one Planer: bur Gemvins and + anoxia are both | 
tributed to the head and tail of the Dragon. Thirdly, 

ſome Sigres according to che decads of degrees contain | 

 »ed in them, are conſigned to ſeveral Mlanecs; for the fuft | 
ten d of Aries axe conſigned ro Mars. the next | 

-ten tothe Sax, and the aft to Ferns ; che fult-ten of 
Taurss to Mercury, the next ten to another»and ſo con- 

»* tly. Fourthly, as there 8rc five Planers beſides | 

«the San and Moon, ſo have they imagined five Terms or | 
\ Ends in each Signe ; for of Aries the firſt fix degrees | 

-are given to Jupiter ; the next eight, or fix to Veaws; |. 

-anocher ſeven. or = eMerenry &c. Fifſthly, to. 

each degree are attributed, if not ſingle Planets, yet at- 
leaſt ſpecial Figures ;' as to the firit degree of Aries they 
give the Figue of a Man holding a Sickle in his right 

hand, and a bow in his left; ro the ſecond a Man with 

a Dogs head, his right hand extended, and his. left hold- 

-mg a'flaft : and fo-conſequent]y through all the degrees. 

-of the Signes, Sixthly. of the Four mentioned Trigons F 


#@© Yenxs and Lana, the Acrial to Satwrn and Mſercury, | 

. "the watery only to Mars : from whence you may. un- F 
- derfland» which, and in reſpeR of which, the Planers are } 
faid to be Trigonocratores, or Lords of the Trigon, . one 
in the Day time» another in the Night, where they}. 
are two, | = 
- - © I neednotin(iſt upon other of their Compariſons, For Þ*; 
in reſpe& of things ſubje& to the Signes, they have par- Y*& 
ticular Provinces allotted to their ſway ; as (for Ex» ſh; 
ample) they ſubjeRt France to Aries, Italy to Leo, Nor* F 
£25 way | 
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way to-Sc &c- Nayt occed to the allonmene 
es il the ſame koh Y. a9 A 0 -- 
, ] pr orgs wh 0g Avignon to 5 "nn N 

"1 6 chey r ©» but _ onint |polgion 
fubriicyothey arrive 'at laſt at c : 
it No oby £2 ce dominion of fonts, ay Tu 
* | mult be-Lord of the Head, Tawrns of the Neck, &c. 
of Further, each-year of every Mans life doth not want the 
N- | tuition. of Gat one of the Celeſtial _ as the fiſt 
es | year belon co thac Signe, in which Sun is at the. 
ol crime ofa Mans Nativity, the ſecond to the next, thethud 
© 1 cothe next, and fo on tothe twelfth, and then you muſt 
45 | begin at che firſt again» renewi the ſeries each twelfth 
to. Year, whence they are called odecacterides, 

ay - 1 "add, that when the Ancients firſt invented theſe 
KJ & firange thiogs, by occaſion of the Aſteriſms, which they 
zh. thought fixt faſt in the Firmament,or eighth Sphear,thea 
uh } accounted the Primwm mobile ; and moved only þ 
Id- 3 Jiurnal motion from Eaft co Weſt : the ſucceding 
et3'F - logers obſerving that the Aſteriſmes were ol alſo, 
NSF byan exceeding {low motion, from Welt, ro Eaſt, and 
hly } tat they bad changed their 91d ſeats. ſo that the Stars 
"4 of Aries were now no longer in the: Vernal Equinoz, 
un- } nor the ſubſequent Signes in the ſame places, as in the 
are | of the Ancients ; therefore imagſoing another Hea- 

= yen above the eighth, that was move anly coward the 

"Weſt; they affixed thereunto a naked Zodiack or 
, [rqre without Stars,ard divided the fame iato 12 

' parts, which they called fill, not Aſteriſmes but 
"5 >nes of them, as'of Aries, T;,anrus, $c. 
Ar the Vernal Equinox, and aſcribing the ſame things i in 


| a1  porang to the imaginary Zodiack,which I have enu- 
il merated 
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chemſelves, as \ being ſubjet ro change: their places, 
h we are note, that other whiles they. call by 


. the name of Doderatemorion, that part of the Zodiack;in 


which doth endthe number made of the degree '1 2, 
times mnltiplied, which fuch-orfuch-a Planer poſlefſech; 
bevinning th&account from the firft degree:of! that 
gione, in Which the Planer is, ' "As if the Planet: be in 
the 5* depree *ang 5 minytes of Aries (which Example 
Fermicns long ago gave) becauſe this number 12. times 
multiplied gives 61, which-being: compiited from the 
beginning of Avies,'endsin the firlt degree of Gemin: - 
therefore is the Dodecatemrorion of that Planet laid -to 
be in the firſt degree of Gemini, And theſe are the prin. 
cipal Chimera's that/Aſtrologers have dreamt, and im- 
poſed upon the Fixt' Sjars. 2. 


y _ Cray. VIL. 
Therr ſuppoſittons concerning the Planets. - 


FF F we remove to the Planets, we ſhall find the braing - 
"of Aﬀtrologers have been as fruitfull in FiQions ' 


concerninp them, as they were in thoſe ricited of che 
Fixt Stars, For, - 


Firſt, confidering the Planets fingly and in themſelyes, 


. They afligne them certain great and admirable Virtues. | 


The $un (Gay they). doth heat much, and drie Jutle; 
Mars driech even to adultion ; Saturn cools largely ; 


Jupiter, Venus, and the Moon heat formwhat, and moilt- 


en more, yet of the three J=piter moiſineth leaſt, Verne 
OTE, an the oor molt of all ; but Mercury is 10+ 
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Phe Vanity of Jaiciary Aftaology. 33. 
'£ different; Then they. lell us, thac Tupittr and Vern; are Y 
_ good and benificial Platers ;"\che'one berg called | Fore\ 

tune the Greater, the:ocher'-F ortune the.h' ſer ; that: 

T Satarn and Mars are. malignant in.cheit influences; the. 
one being therefore narned-che Greazer, the | ocher-;the 
Leſſer Tnfortune :'thatthe+ Moor: is rather- benificaal, 
than'Malefical ; che Sw» and Mercury one' wh le good; 
another While evil, according to various: Con Jun&tions 5; 
Moreover, that Sol, Satern and Fupiter,and Mars, are 
Maſculine'; 'the Moon and Ferns, Feminine ; and MMer-: 
© euvy af” Hermaphrodite, and that Planets are (aid to'bes, 
;* come: Maſculine wheg'chey encreaſe jn- cheir hghc, are 
Oriental and dice ; bur Pennine, when they dimj= 

" hifſh in-rheir light, are Occidental; and) retrograde. Yet 
further, thac Sol. Jupiter, Sats: ” are Dwurnal - Planets , 
the Moon; Mars, and Venus, Nocturnal; and Meroury, 
promiſcuous; or Indifterenc,  .__. $5, | wet; 
= Secondly, if they are conſilered in; relation to the Zoe 
diack-; : chen (lay they).they obrain Degiities, that. ars 
named Eſctenrial; and'trom which age gerived various '1 
| aceflimonics of Forcitude : from che Houſe: tiveztrom-rhen F 

Exalcation, four;from their Fripliciry, three; trom: ihew 
|} End, ewo;from the Decan (or rencudegree-, one, Where 
ce | © are to-note, that that Planer, which/: hath none. of 
| Veſe Dipnities; is'called Feral and PBertgrove, and hath 

ve teſtimonies of-Debiliry : / tha \which- is. in Exzle, 
| hath likewiſe five ; \aud:that which/isin-Dejection, four, 
Note moreover, that-che agoeries,-Or conflux of many, 
or all theſe Dignities,'is called Vulgarly Carperrum, 2 
I Throne, Kingdemees or Emperial.Diadem; all terms 1 of 
. {no ſmal majelty. Beſides theſe, there. is alſo another 
:\. © Dignity, called Gandinm, joy : namely. when the Planet 
| is 
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isin his Diurnal Signe - and 2n other called the Perſon 4 
or Almnyea when the Planer is fo much diſtant from = 
the Sun or Moon, as his Houſe is diftant from the -houſe 
of an other.” And each Dignity hath one teflimony of 
Forucude. Here I'paſs over the diftinRion of the various 
virrues they attribute to the Planers (for Satarns (as they 
declare) in *his' ewn Houſe defigneth favour ; in the 
Houſe of J=pier» the dearth of ones Father, &c.) 2nd 
that according as 7 ow are ns ade, or St4- 
rionary (for in the fir ; conſe; that 
effeR they promile ; in the ycar) they revoke. their 

_ z and in the third, they only retard them)and the 


* Thicdly, if they are compared one to another» then 
there ariſe various forts of Hfpebts; in particular, & 
Sextile when they are diſtant one from another by 
the Tpace of two Signes,or the.fixch part'of the Zodiaclk; 
2 Quartile, when: they are diſtanc, by three Signes, or 2 || 
faurch part of the Zodiack;a Trive,when by four Signet, 
or a third partz an Oppoſition, when by ſix *F 
the whole Duameter ; © Conjunttion, when they are is l, 
the ſame Signe, . And becauſe _— theſe. 2 

the Sexcile and Thine are beneficial z a Qgerrile X 
Oppoſition, Malefical; ind z Conjunttien indifferent: i << 
therefore from theſe arc deduced thoſe Dignities, which} > 
they call Accidental, and likewile:their contrary be 3 
evities, together wich the various teſtimonies of Fo: 
tude and Debiliry, --For a Trine of benchicial'o 
four Fortirudes z and of either of them wich che Se, © 


Merenry, hath three ; with the ec AMoon-two; wal 9 EY 


HMivrs, ot Saturn .valy. one : 'n  Sextile hath alway 
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__ The Vanity of Judiciary Aſtrology. - 35 1 
debilities; with the Sun» three, $c,.. and likewite an 0 © 
ppoſtion, A Copjunetion of Benigne Planets, hath - * 
ve Fortitudes ; of Maligne ones, five Debilicies; of 

Benigne wich Maligne» four  Forticudes ; with. inciffe. 

xent ones three, But pray eblerve,. that the Beneficial 

AﬀpeRts of Makck or the Malifical Aſpects of 


_— 


ical Planets, or the. ip 
Benefical ones have neither Forticude por Debilicy.Ob- 
ſerye againthat the Aſpects are not alwaics preciſc,or(as 
they ſpeak) Partile ; bur are-for the moſtpartin fome 
Latitude or Platieal,fo as the ſpace flomwhar preceding 
the rue or preciſe AlpeR, is called che Application, or 
Addreſs ; - the conlepons tyoch is called the Deflax, or 
Separation, as being cauſed by the ſwifter Planer of the 
two. Hither alſo muſt we referr choſe yarious Signes 
or Tellimonics of Forticude and Debility, which- are 
imputed to the other Planets, according as they are in 
Cazimis or the Heart of the Sun, i. 'e. corporally -con- 
joyned wich the Sun :. or as theyare (ombuſt, 1.e, be- 
. EWixt the margine,of the Sun, and the (ixch depree, or 
there abouts from:it : or as-they are Hypangy, i. e. be- 
"twixc the (ixth degree and the fiftecnch ; when yer they 
"hi bid under:the Suns raies; or when they are free from 
"combuſtion ;. or Oriental and on the-right--band, or 
*Dccidental and on the left; or Dire&, Retregrade, Swifc, 
Slow, &c, I omitt thoſe mighty wonders which they 
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| talk of the Great Conjunttions, in particular of Saturn 
+ and Jove, which happens only ,once in every twenty 
| Lears; of Samy, Jove, and Mars, which happens only 
. i ace in Boo. Years; as allo of three or. four: of the 
"laferior Planets; and. this with grand reſpe& to the 
driplicities of rhoſe Signes, in which are the . Fiery, . or 
Watery, Earthy» or Aireal. © &c, 

7 - D2 Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, if they are referred to the Twelve Houſes, 
which are diſtinguiſhed'in the Nativity Scheam, or Fi- 
oure, as they call it[for beſides the Houſes of the Planets, 
of which we have faid enough, and which are as it were | 

. Fixed, they haye aſſigned them other moveable Houſes, 
according to their yarious ſituation, ard Diurnal motion 
above and below the Horizon] there 'are 'many' other 
ftrong proprieties afligned to thera, by bur Celelbal He- 
ralds, the Altrologers. For, Firti,ſay they, .every Pla- 
' netenjoyerh his 'or her particular Houſe. in which he is : 
_ Chief Sjgnificator, as Satwyn in the Twelfth, Jupiter in | 
the-Eleverth, Mars in'the Tenth, Se/ in the ' Ninth, Ve- 
- »Hs inthe Fifth, Aercury in the Firſt, the Wſoon in the 
third. Bur in others no Planet delights to be ; albeit | 
in them, as well-almoſt as in the reſt, ſome'one Planer be 
Conſignificator, as Satzrn in the Fuſt, Jupiter in the Se- 
cond, Mars in the Third &c. Again they determine p 
varioufly in yarious Houſes, and- eſpecially in reſpe& of h 

| Men ; as in the firſt Houſe Satryn and ary portend | 
ſhort life ; F#pter and'Fenwe long life; Sol Dominion; p 
Mercury, Learning and Science; the Moon, Peregri-. F 
| Nations : in the ſecond Houſe, *Sariry and Mars de-F. 7 
nounce poverty ; Fupitey and Venus, plenty; Sol.beauty;}] . v1 
Merreery, favour'; 'the Moon various changes of fortune; 


and almoſt infinite other things- Obſerve here, that to ich 
the'Planets are aſſociated both the * Head and - Tay! of 4 


the Dragon ; and the'P lace of Fortune (as they call-it) I 
which is that 'particular place of the” Zodiack; "ng Fn 
; which by numbering from Aries doth fall-the tu be ſ.. 
3 arifirg from the degree Orient; or of the'Foroſcope;and fe. 
F the diſtance of the Sun from che Moon; In particular,inÞ.e 
the firſt Houſe, the Head'of the Dragon doth-'promiſeſÞ*:.* 
honoutF | 
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_ The Vanity of Judiciary 1 
honour from Great perſons ; the Taile doth threaten 
the loſs of an-Ey ; - the place of. Fortune promiſerh good 
} Juck ar gaming. bargaining, and the like. Further,whar 
- Planer foever hath motft teſtimonies of Fortitude, is 
thought to be the Lord,or Governonr of the Theme, or 
Nativity Figure.: Thus, that is called Lord of the Year, 
which in a 'Figure EreQed art the beginning of che 
Spring. is the ſtrongeſt ; unleſs it be that ſome colle& 

| Fortitudes from the Figures made art the beginning. of 
each feaſon of the Year, and alſo at the New: moons, 


- 


' |] and Full-moons neareſtto them. . Thus he is called Lord 

* | of the Gemraure, which in like manner 1s {trongelt in che ws 
” | Natalirious Theme : though ſome deſume ir otherwiſe, 

& | Buiitchat Planer which hath:more reltimonies of Fort. 


t } rude in the Sjgne beginning each Houſe ; He' O worder- 
full!) is called {xofeombrns Lord of chat Houſe: that 

which hath them in the degree beginning the Houſe, is 

called Difpoſrror Dom, Steward of the Houſe, in Ara- 
. bick, eAlmnren. And thus we often hear of the Lord 
of the Aſcendent, or Horoſcope ; which according to 
5.4 his yarious habications, is ſuppoled to do various (irange 
y fears. I omirt the dominions of the Planets upon the 
© J-- {:yeral Hours of the Day ; upon the ſeveral Aves of 
4 | Men ; upon particular fates or -condirions of jife; as 
GY when Sarwrn is made overſeer of Husbandry, Jupiter 
-prefident of Policy, Mars of Warfare, the Sun of Ho- 
8 nours,Yerus of Loye-matters, Mercury of Merchandiſe E 
I and Theeving, the ſoon of Travelling &c. Becauſe in 2 

F truth; T fear you may be as weary in reading, as Tamia 1 


j -wricing ſo tedious a lit of whimzies:and yet I muſt be- 
= ſeech your Patience a lictle longer, while I look into 


3, 


+ {theſe ſpatious Nothings,called- Planetary Houſes. 
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Cuae.- VII, 
Ther ſubpohttons concerntng the Celeſtial Houſes. 
| Ece ou may behold our Syderial Quarter- |. 


malters dividing the whole Heayen into twelve 
portions, or Canrons(but they call them Hou- 
{cs;by clic help of fix Circles, which mutually 
interſeR cach other in rwo oppolite pojnts, and particu- 
larly. intercept the twelve parts of the Zodiack. And in 
order to this, their fuli care is, that thax part of the Zo-. 
diack, and fo of the Houſe ſhould be called the Firſt, 
which is yet wholly under the Horizon,and beginning to 
riſe above it;that the ſecond houſe which is next to that | 
beneath the Earth ; char the Third, which ſucceeds ghe - 
ſecond, and fo forward till they come to the Twelfth. 
But, here is a great unhappinels, they do not all agree a- 
bour the points of thoſe interſeRions and portions: of 
the Zodiacks. For ſome will have the imagined Circles' 
ro.interſect each other in the Poles of the Zodiack; others | 
B _ In the Poles of the Equator ; and others ia_the mutual 
L-. 4cRions of the Horizon and Meridian. 
> _. , They who, pitch upon the Poles of the Zodiack either: 
divide che Zodiack intg. x2, parts exaRtly equal ; or dir 
ſiribure the oppolice, Sermi-diurnal, and Semi-noQturnal F- * 
Arches into three equal/pazes, . The. Firſt of theſe rwa F. -, 
wayes ſcews molt anciear, and was approved of. by the & -: 
(haldeans, as may be. colleaed from Empiricns : the || 
8 lame alſo Prolomy infiauazeth, when he treats de Apþe- |} - 
22 licts; Julires Frrmicas followeth it ; the Arabiaus- do þ 
| nor recede fromir ; and among the Negzericky, Schones WF 
| SY * 
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___ The Vanity of Judiciary Aſtrology, © 39 
Fx: and Carden chiefly defend it : and ir is commonly 

' called, Mogvs wan The Latter is generally aſcribed . 
to Porphyrizs; and Gamticis defends it; and Scalight 
artelieth char iris in uſe 4mong the [edjans ; bur with 
a diminution of eight degrees, as well ih the beginnings 
of the Houfes, as 1n the places of the Planets, 

| They who fix ppon the Poles of the #vrid, or Equa- 

, | 07, referr the Semj-diurnal and Semi-nofturnal Arches 

of the Zodiack to the Equator, which they cantonizeinto 


\ x2. equa] parts, each of che Quadrants thereof which 
* are intercepred berwixt the Meridian and Horizon, being 
Y again diſtributed into three equa] parts, And this way 
% was purſued by the Anthor of Alcabirxs, and by him, 


ir | | who wrote Commencaries-thereupon, /oþ. 4 Saxons. 
"_ Laftly,they who chooſe the mutual ſeRions of the Hg- 
a. . Fizon and Meridian, eirher divide the Equator into x2; 


" equal parts, aid fo diſtinguiſh uacqually the - Zodiack 

of intercepted /for only the oppoſite Diurnal and NoRur- 

les nal parts will be equal among themſelves according'to 

-rs | this parcion)) or divide the Firſt Verticle Circle for the 

zal 4 Equator, and fo che Zodiack is diſtributed with the like 4 
inequality, Nevertheleſs this way hath pleaſed Campanus, | 

ner | and Gazxlus:but thatthe former by cutting the Equator - * 

| pleaſed Pro/omy,may be collefed our of his Third Book, 

nal |} and out of the Paraphraſe of Proc/as upon his Fourth: 

| Johannes 4 Saxonia fathers it upon Abrahans Aber- 

| Ezratand Regiomonrarns embracing:icand calling it the 

\Rationad way broughtit moſt into' requelt of all others. 


on | ".N 
be: | . Now'the Diſpotnion'o the Houſes, though ir be ac | 


| Ether, and'orher Events, yet - becauſe che Aftrologers 
;; | aig ajÞ and ſcope As EE of ſuch chings 
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as happen 0 Men's: cherefore+in | the Naming ' ob the 
Houics have they had-reipeR chiefly ro Human Evcits, 
Hence the Firlt Houſe (named the  Alcendent: and. Ho- 
roicope) is called-the Houle of Life, of Complexion,and 
Corporeal Accidents : the Second (or Infernal: Gate) 
15'the Houſe of Weatth,to be acquired by ones own -in» 
duſtry : :rhe Thirdi(named Dea, or the Goddeſs) the 
Houte of Brothers, and ſhorc journeys : the Fourth (7- 
mum C ab, thelowelt of Heaven, and. Pitt of the Pla» 
ners) the Houle of Patentage and Patrimony : the Firſt 
(Good Forrure) the Houſe of Children : che Sixth: (E- 
vil Fortune )the Houſe of Infirmities, Ditcates, Servancs, 
and iirtle Animals: the Seventh (the Setting ' the Houſe 


of Marriage, Buying, Selling, Conditions of Enemies : + 


the E:1ghth/ the Beginning of Death,and flow Animals) 
the Houſe of Death, Labours, and hidden Treaſures 2 
the Ninth (Dew and Monomoeria) the Houſe of. Reli- 
Sion, Dreams;and long Journeys : the Tenth (-edinn 


Cz/:) che Houſe of Dignities, and Condicion of life : the . 


Eleventh. (Good Demon) the Houſe of Friends, and ad- 
vantages by Friend-ſhip : the Twelfth. (Evil Demon) 
the Houſe of Enemies,impriſonment,fidelicy of Servants, 
and great Animals. \ R iſum tenealu ? 


I omitt to take notice, how the Furſt, Fourth;Seyenth;, | 


and Tenth Houſes are commonly called . { ardines. An- 


gler,andin Greek xt77ga 3 the other Four, Succedents } 
in Greek 'cnayegoga:; and the Four remaining Cadent, F- 


*emox> ure; 1 omit alſo, that the firſt Three are 


ealted the Northern,the Winter old-aged, and Phleogma- | 
tick,” Quarter :-the ſecond Three, the Occidental, Au- Þþ 
_ armmnal, virile, Melancholick Quarter: the next Three, W- 
the Heridioval, Summer, Youthfull,cholerick, Quarter: 
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the T hee laſt, the Oriental, Verual,C hildiſh, Sangnine 


| Quarter, | T omittallo the Colomrs with which they 


paine their Houſes ; © the ficſt White ;the ſecond Green 
the third Saffron-coloured : 'with other wild Romance 
endlels to be recited, | And this T think enough to' ad 
yance your admiration of their impudence, aboye © your 
hughter at their Folly. £7 


CHAP. IX. 


Thetr Chimeras of the 1 2. Signes in the Zodiack, 
- and therr Virtues, derided. - 


Heſe things I thoughe. good ' to rehearſe, be- 
cauſe they are the General Fundaments, and 
as it were Firſt Principles, upon which all A- 

| firologers Predictions depend, Nor need T 

miſpend much time in Refunng them; fince to baye heard 


the bare relation of them, is ſufficient tor every rational 
and ſober perſon to deteR;nor only how Uncertain, bur 
| alſo how Vain and Ridiculous they are, For who doth 
" not, after all chis Canting. plainly perceive, that all thoſe 


Fundamentals are meer Fictions, invented either at plea- 


| {ure and by chance, or upon very little and moſt vain 

-, occaſions? Certainly, this one confideration-ſeems ſufh- 
| cient to argue, that if we lived among/ our Antzci,. or 
| Antipodes, this whole device or Machination would be 
{ turned ropſy curvy : for then the quite contrary to. their 
| © Theory in all points, would come to be aſcerted, or the 
# whole Artabandoned. And if we place our ſelves at 
| the Equaror, or ir! the middle of the = 

eicher .both wayes,.or'neither, or- mixtly all their ſup- 


orrid Zone ; then- 


politions 
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| ccepred - and if fo, what can be more 
confuſed? If we ſear our ſelves under the Poles;pray,whax 
an Afccology ſhall we haye, where no part is Orieac, 
no part Occident ; where the State of the Fixt Stars,and 
of the Zodiack is alwayes the ſame z where Saiarn 
ſhall Riſe or Ser but once in 30.Yeats,and all the other 
Planets in like manner,according to their ſeveral conries 
and motions ? And if we ſtand 1n thoſe Regions, which 
are in reſpe& of us toward the Equator, and Antzci or 
zoward the Poles how” ſhall this whole Aftrology 
conſift, which on one part will be ſo changed by degrees, 
as at length to become quite _— to Whar it is cow; 
or on another part, will by little and little ſo Vaniſh, as 
at length to become none ar all ? | Is it not hence of in 


muſt be a 


 evitable neceflity that every particular Climate and po» 


ficion of the Sphear ought to'have a particular Altrolo- - 
gy 3 that chere can be no Generah aneand chat though 
we ſhouldallow the Cha/deans, or Egyptians to have 
had Alirological Principles of ſome. cercainey, yer thoſe 
cannor-be of uſe in other Countryes > How could the 
Babylatiavs, over whoſe heads the Sky alwaics confers | 
vethiics cleareneſs-and ſerenity ; how could the Egypri- | 
ans, \who are ſcarce eyer acquainted wich Clouds and |} 


Rain ; how could Theſe (I ſay) make Obſcryations fix Þ 


to yeeld Rules for the prediftion of thoſe' Rains, and }_ 
all thacrurbalency and inconftancy-of weather, to which  Þ - 
our Cloudy Countries are commonly ſubject ? 1 

But the truth is, They did not make any ſuch Obſer- 
Yations at all-; fince it is manifeſt; that- not the bune 


beobſcryediin Nature. For though'- we do generally 


o 


ſuppoſe ſyh things as the Four Elements, here below 5 F 
; yl 


— _— 


| will be perfivaded chat Aries is Fiery, when the great» 


Oo in hr ar Sons 


1. be Maſcubae, the other Feminine ? 
- requiſice to joyn a Feminine Signe to each. Maſculine, 
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"who was ever fo Sroaghg heed as looking up to- 
aig to diſcern a cwelfrh part thereof to p- Ft 
with tiyo others Circumftant about it, the one Watery, 
the other Earthy ? or hath that Man any brains, "thick 

you, who can belecve any ſuch thing obſervable? Wha 


oft Rains commonly are undet that Signe: and that 
Cancer is Watery, under which are the greateſt hears ? 
| And finceit.is a meer imagination of men, that chere are 
ſome Signes Human, and ochers Beſtial ; how come we 
to diſcern which of them arc of a milder, and which: of 
2 Salvage nature? Likewiſe, becauſe ſome perſons of 
wild fanfies have imagined ſome Signesto be Barren, 
as Virgo ; others fruictull, as Piſces : do_we therefore 
know what thoſe contribure toward Reili ,whar theſe 
to fertility of iſſue > Nor can they excuſe t emſelyes by 


ſaying thacthoſe Figures. were not invented bur _ 
Caltex 


' frequent Obſervacions of their EffeQs,as I ſhall her 
' more expreſly declare, Ja the mean. time, I demand 


of them, why Aries ſhould be a Diurnal Signe, and 
Tauras 3 NoQurnal ? Is ir becauſe Tawrus is 0 

eicher more frequently, or more conti to. remain 
under che Earth, than Aries ? Or why ſhould the. one 
ſo. be. it, were 


© then.certainly Aries ought to have bada Yew to. ac- 


4 company him, and Tavrrs a Cow to attend him $5 but 
- nota Bull placed next toa, Ram, Methinks, it is ſome- 


- what abſurs to. imagine the Ram.co be more. Maſculice 
- than the-Bull, which doubtleſs is the homer and ſtronger. 


SY las of the rwo. 


i IF has ſhall we ſay ofthe placing the? Planers in the 


Signes, 
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Sie, 2s in their'pr proper manſion Houſes i ? Do not the 
necs run through 'all the Signes indifterently, and 
make their (tations and Apogea's inall parts of the Zo- 
drack ? *Do not the Sun and Moon deſerve” as much 
' Honour in the Echereal Republick, as the reft of the Pla- 


nets? Iffo, why have they bur one finigle Palace apeece 


affigned to them, when each of the others hath "two ? 
Bir the reaſon (forfooth) is, that otherwiſe the number 
of ſeven could not have been accommodated to the 
number ot'twelve, well, Jetthat be granted ; yet' there 
is ſome indecorum in the afſignement. For if the Sun, 
in reſpet of its vehement heat; was conſigned to dwell in 
Leo : rk was not Mars, to whom they allow ſo great 
a ſhare of 
che Queen of thaifiure conſigned to remain in Aquarius, 
fince He is chiefly oppoſed to Leo, and ir is reaſonable to 
conceive, that rhe Moon was created in oppoſition to rhe 
Sun? And it is the Aftrologers conceipt, that the- Pla- 
ners hold and delight in their Houſes, by av other title 
but that of their being at ficlt Creared in them, And 
here I cannot buc obſerve, how skiltull an Aſtronomer 
Firmicus hath ſhewn himſelf, when in the Theme of the 
'* World, ac:ording to thoſe Divine'Mens he both placed 
the Sun in the 15 degree of Leo ; ander Venus in the 
x5 deoree of Libre as if ir were poflible for Her ever 
to be; by the ſpace of two whole Signes, abſent from 
the Sun, 


As for their Exaltations ; it is. very firange with 


whatardency'our Aftrologers have embraced what they 


had heard of the higheſt Abſiaes of the Planets ; 'and ; * 


hear, placed next ? Why was not the Moon 


yet now, thoſe Ab/ides being changed, chey aevertheleſs | Y p 


fill cerain thedame Exajtations. Why do they not at 
leaſt 
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ſealt appoint them to receive their Exalcidions in x thaw 
own Houſes ? Canthey any where elfe provide chent 
of a more illuſtrious and tublime throne ? If Mars muſt 
have his Exalration in the Houſe of Sz! #rn, why ſhould 
not Satzry; have his in the Houſe ' of Mars; rather ' then 
* in thatof Penus ? What hath' a Malefical Planet to d6 
in the Houſe of a Benefica] ? The fame maybe ſaid of 
their Trip/city ; for what community can Fenws haye 
with Capricorn, an Earchly dull Signe, and in which 

' Saturn hath his Houſe, and Mars bis Exaltation? -A- 
gain, what relation hath Mars with Piſces; » Watery 
Signe, atid in which Japirer hath his Houſe, and Venus 

', her Exalration ? What [al I fay of their Decades of 
{ { degrees 7iTf all Aries be the Houle of '/Yars, is it not 
injuftice et detraRt from-him two third parts of it, by di> 
- viding the'lame into Tens? And is it” dt injuttice 6 
] baniſh M-rcury quite*from his Houſe, while one third 
part of ir is'uſurped by y Tipiter, another Y Mars, and 
the laſt bythe Lp ?” Whar ſhall T ay their Fines or 
E, | wow; Nhich after ' the {ame ge fave the 'lealt 


. "—y 


{+ part of the Houſes to be” poſſeſſed by the” right ownets 


- of them; 'when the Builders of them fall together by 


I the cars here below about'them, as about ſome weighty 


and difficulc matter in difpuite ? Whit of their CM or0- 
+ *-meriz, Which ſome Aﬀeologers cannot hold 'without 
þ pogbin at themle] ves for ir? Is anything more ridj 
+ _odious, than to zppoint particular Signes to: be Prefidcn:s 
over particular Provinces, and C ayes ? Indeed if che 
Ef Henvets Rood ill, chere' might be ſome (lender precence 
for the ſubjeRion of Countries to ' ſuch Signes, as were 
| diredtly over them ; bur fince the Sphears-a Are continu- 
gf by moyivg, with what reaſon | can that be imagined? 
Eſpecially 
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» * Eſpecially fince in the allorment the Dominions are not | 
abaſen eccording go peralile, Io he the places ro be 
governed might be lookt upon With an equal aſpeQ;; bur 

as it were by Jeaping from diſtant Parallels, and wholly | 
confuſedly roward the South and North ; neer remote, 
Eohereat, inter and however -it chances "without 
oxder. - I confeſs, I cannot but ſmile to think;how when 
ibey have aſſigned a whole Kingdome or Country v9 
the ſoyeraignty of ſome one Signe, they yet referr par- 
tieular Cicies therein, to the pteſidency of other FSignes, 
#nd ſuch as are remore from the Signe; firſt made Tong 
Paramonc. thereof, Nor can I ſuppreſs the Rifing of 
my-ſpleen; when I corfider the dominion of the Signes 
'over-the ſeveral parts of Mans body. For why ſhould | 
Aries be Goyernour of the Head, rather the) Geming, 
ar Cancer, thatare the bighelt Signes: of all> Why 4 
ſhould: Piſces rule the feer of others, when they have Þ { 
no feet rhemſclves-? Why ſhould Piſces that are next & 
to Aries, be appointedto'preſide over a part-ſo remote | . 
from-the Head ? Again nothing can be more wild and }- . 
ablurd, than to.conſtirute the Signes Lords of ſeveral 4 
Years; as.if chey Ruled ſucceſſively, and the Goyern- | 
ment of one Signe: retro with the Year, the 


7 
- P 


Scepter wersto. be ſurrerjdred to the next ſucceſſor, ata | 
' ſert time, arid then each Governor remain idle for the || 
| ſpace of eleven Years together. 'r 
Toeqnclude ; what ſhall we think of that poor re: = / 
fue of our Aſtrologers; when having obſeryed, that the > 
| tfms have removed themſelves from their. ancient '% 
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tiſme ? Had the Heaven becn Sraoppers Jour rd | 

give that the Ancients would IS ba . 

the rwelve parts ot the Zodiack, as they -did 

ha of of the Aſteriſmes ; and have endowed them 
ſame vigtues ? Nor can you fay, that their vir. 

wes were chea obſerved, when the Aﬀteriſmes were.cach ' 

88e in its proper twelfth part of the Zodiack ; and cha: 

thoſe virtues were attributed to the Afſteriſmes, Which of 

fight belonged to the ewelve parts of the Zodiack.. For. 

Gince the Alteriſmes were in the gas parts that bear: 


; their names only two. thouſand Years ago ; | befor: 
\ thar time, the Aſteriſme of yAries was in place of 
s Piſces, Les in the place of Cancer, and {o of 
. and then no ſuch thiog could be Obſerved in the (fup- 


F I} = 


reſt. 


moiſt parts, of che Zediack, that would: be 2- 
e to Fiery Afteriſmes, by which they, were 
poſſeſſed, and mg which. the iS 4 parts, that. were 


\ afterward poſſefled by them, were accounted and na- 
"tacd Fiery, And his much in juſt derifion of Aſtrolo- 


es conceipts of the x2, Signes. 


CHar. X. 
' Their Attributes of he Planets, deſtroyed. 


|. k S for the ſuppoſed Nature and Virtues of i: 


, Planets ; however ſomthing in.chat kind mic - 
», from what we formerly granted, inferred. of the P 
ad Moon ; yer how we ſhould:come to Mt 


T #yeral narures of the other Five Planets, I profeſs, 1 


et to learn, MENG becauſe Mars = 


: 48: The Vanity of Judiciary Altrology, * * & 
reddiſh; may we-therefore conclude that he is a-Burn- | 
ing, ſcortching Planet ? Sarwry, becauſe: pale; Is he 
- therefore Cooling ? *' O this would 'be an admuable 
Conſequence, if a Carbuncle would but burn,'and-Lifre 
cool the hand thar toucherh-it 7 As if all things, 'thar 
fodk” reddiſh, mult of neceffi:y be: Fiery ; and all! thar 
| look pale or whitiſh, be Cold as ' Snow. Bur it Mars 
be ſo ſcortching, why are not we ſenſible. of his heats in 
the middle of Winter, and elpecually when he is, Acro- 
nycal? Why do we notfeel the Cold of  Surara. int 
the middelt of Summer 2 Is it becauſe: there” are'other 
more opportune times for us ro Experiment their 7 vits | 
tues? | Or how can we ditiinguiſh and ſay. that ſucha Þ.; 
degree of heat doth'proceed from 'CALars, not from"the FI} !, 
San? And fucha degree of. Cold 'from Sarurn, not | 1 
from ſome other cauſe; - Burt letus'grant chat Marsis || 
Hot, and Saturn Cold ; and will ic'theh follow,” that Y + 
they ate ſuch Malcfical and deftruQtive Planets, as that ÞF -E 
no* Child is born, whom they do not, during cheir/ ry- F- id 
rannous -influence; invade witch their poiſoned darts? Þ':m 
Mecthioks, ic. were more. reaſonable to beleeve,> that F 
Cars doth comfort and cheriſh us with his heat ; and F ita 
Satern refreſh us with his cooling influence, "Ca 
: The fame may be faid of Jupiter and Venas ; only; 
it is foewhat more tollerable,; that Aftrologers ima-'F « 
cine them to be Good and- Kindly Planers. Bur oh ? 7+ 
thac they would not run ourinto Extremes / For,when ge 
they come to this, that' nothing of good and happincls F-tene 
befalls man, bur by the diſpenfſacion / and favour of theſe" of. 
Planets : is any thing imaginable more-fabulous, more! -fiy 
prophine ? Ir is fomwha: firange, that extolling :-t:FYute 
unknown beneficenee*of theſe Planets ; 


: they bluff yet. y: ive 
in. 
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F inthe mean time to be ungratefull to the Sy, . whoſe 
F .. foveraigne, benefics are dayly prochaimed- through t the 
| whole World. 

- For Mercary, 1 cannot much wonder lis attributes 
ire-ſo few and uncertain : ; conſidering; he ſeldom renders 
LY Himſelf canfpicuous, and ſo chey.cannot diſcern what ſex 
I heis of. - And here ic. is not worth the while,to rehearſe 
all their foolerigs, concerning the lexes. of 'the Planets, 
and ether the, like cxtraya SANCES. 

:: Only-I would enquire, bow they cone to know, thar 
ai Planets in thew own H ouſes, baye. Five,not Four Te- 
ftimonies of Fortitudetand in their: ' Exiles, Five,not Four 
\Teftwonies of Nebility? Why, have they in their Ex- 
latrations; juſt Four not Fiye, not three ? ; And fo of the 
zelt, .-Have they meaſured with an Ell, or Weighed in 
s || he ſcales; the! forces, of the Planers in each Place ofthe 
it $--Zodiack, thatzthey,dare.prereng to, Calculate them fo 
xx | :Exadtly ; and according ta the, number of ſuffrages, to 
= " etermine the fates of M6:rals,and their affaires? We 
EM might. infilt vpon thele papiculary more. expreſly, and 
at Þ} <lpecially upon the Forritudes and debilities of Aceiden- 
1d} tab Digniries:: , Butzhat no. man who confiders;, them, 
-can-doubr thar they are all-groſs and ridiculous FiQi- 


ily {| «0s, meer arbjicrary, inveatior.s,hayiog no ground cither in | 


iReaſon,or Obſetyation, 

'B-- We ſhould likewiſe diſcourſe of the Planetary Aſ- 
29ebs; whole Energy is conceived.to beralmoſt omnipo- 
cs Yen And.cruly were it:not manifeſt chat. the: Five kinds 
| of Afpedts werectransfered uponall the Planers,from the 
J give principal Phaſes of the Moon, .chere would be mat- 
for our admiſation : bur therecan be no other cauſe 


given! of that determinate -r.umber, -For why ſhould 
"* | hee. fo 


Ao ers of ” 


dll. Ano oth 
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not there be many more forts of Aipets? Are there 
any degrees in theZodiack in which the Planets have 
not ſome ſpecial habitude, or poſinon among themtfelves, 
in which they are idle; un-aRtive, and ejaculate no rayes 
from their bodies > Will they have that number of de» | 
orees which is an Aliquot al part of the Lodiacks 2 We 
allow it them Graris, Bur behdes a Diametre of an 
hundred' and eighty; a 7Figone of an hundred and 
twenty ; a Tetragone, of ninety ; at Hex-gone, of fix- 
ty; are there not alſo a"Pentapore, of ſeventy rwo; an 
I - Ofavone, of forry five ; an Enneagore, of forty ; a De- 
08 ragone, of thirty fix ; a Dodecagone of thirty ; a Pente- 
kavae cagone, of rwenty. four degrees ? &c, Bur they 
demand whole Signes Which may atiſe to the .equal 
number of Twelve, Well, grant them chat alſo. : And 
'B will-not a Dodecagoze, or one Signe,*do thar > Perhaps 
F the buifinefs is two minute ; And is not a 'Con:wnition 
Platical much more'minute? Or dd they not call it 
ah Oppreſſion of a Planer, when one Planer is intercepred 
by evil! Planets, diſtant from it by one Signe, on each 
ide ? WS 9663.4 
In this place, I might enumerate 'how: many forts of ih 
new, AſpeRts have been, not longſfince added to the for- #4 
mer Liſt, by Kepler.; as 2 Biquintile, or-one of xwof .x 
Fifchs, 7, e. of -an hundred forry and four degrees; 4 an 
Tridecile, or of three Tens, 5. e.'an hundred and- eight & 
&c. Butit will be more ufefull for us to diſcover what, 
induced Aſtrologers to make ſome Aſpe&ts Benifical gy > 
and other fome Malzfical'; which is aprofound Myfle-..-- 
ry, and worthy your notice. - Becauſe forfooth we {8- 
nity beneyolence to a perſon, when we look upon him. 
Sextily, or very Obliquely ; and maleyolence or SpightFte. 
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when we behold him Czadrately, or craokgdly, Torua 
 Aﬀgedn, as we fay : andexprels anger or indignation ; 
when we fix our eyes upon a man Dimerraly,. or jn. op- 
 pofition to him(21] which Anatomiſts declare, when the 
zew and read upon the Muſcles moving the ey6s)there- 
ore our ſubtile Aſtrologers, transferring the namgs-.of 
theſe our Aſpets -upon the Planecs, have allo given 
them che Paſſions, which we expreſs in our eyes ; and 
- | (what is moſt admirable) not in reſpeRof the Planets 
\ |} beholding each other, but of man, in whom that paſſion 
= | ſhould beexprefſed. Ir is an argument, that they held 
'- | 2 Congunction co be indifferent ; | in. almuch; as ig-7e- 
ſponderh to no AﬀpeR in us, buc to our clofing our Eyes, 
by which we ſignify nothing, or very obſcurely at moſt, 
And indeed, whe would imagine, that a Planet, which 
is Good in a Sextile aſpe&t, ſhould not, while. it; pro» 
«eds roward a Trige (in which its yes berer)-rather 
continually encreaſe its goodneſs, than put on fo great 
maligaity, in the, middle of its..progrels? Who. can 
- conceive, that Veaws and Jupzter ſhould in a Trine 
' have five Teſtimonies of Fortitude ; in a {extile, Four ; 
R of inthe intermediate Quartile, none [at all ? Certainly, 
ory itthe Planets at any thing at all, they ſhould. ſeem to 
aRit continually ;. and though, perhaps their aQtivicy 
3 *"'] aray be ſomrimes more, ſomcimes leſs powerfull : yer I 
12 ſee-no reaſon, why that aQiyity ſhould be lomtimes 
ney} to-2 quite contrary, and.. ſomtumes be none at 
icah a1? I am unwilling co trouble my. {elf with ſubjoy- 
yſte- Bing any thing concerning thoſe rare EffeQts, which the 
Je {Planets are ſuppoſed ro cauſe in their own Houſes ; for 
WB-what can be more ridiculous than-thoſe ſuppoled ! Rejoy- 
I ane, and Decrees among them, ;- eſpecially when They 
wheng: | E 2 | call 
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W- -:. all in to the buiſine(s, thoſe imaginary points, rhe 'Fead 

A -ahd'T ale of che * Dgagon, 'and thar 'pvint of Fortune, 

which Whoever Bftintroduced, hath given us occaſion 

to A68bt; whether hE'was in. his right witts, or nor. But 

| oy ould; not” Edhyeniently imagine many Heads, 
et 


W the Decrecs Were to be fo ofcentyaried: 
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fails 406, O deftial Houſes demolrſhed. 


MY O blow up thoſe Twelve Glorious Aſanſrons 
- =” of the Planets,'to which our Aﬀtroſogers im- 
KK  pute ſuch wonderfull Efficacy and power” over 
\ + *> even Whole Cites, with their inhabirants hete 
bdbw ;- ler rus confider”” PER oe hs 
- » Firſt, that the Diviſion of the Heavens into Twelye 
parts, racher than into eight, ten, fixten; ewenty, or any 
other '*number ; is rheerly "Arbitrary! nor. can ' they 
oive any Reaſon for it at all. For” though that numbe 
admitreth of more Quoral parts, thanafiy other neer 'ig 
above'or below ; "yet this hath no'relations to zhe- na» 
ture, or variety of the-parts of a Cirele-: the number 
Sixty- having tar more Quotal Parts ;; and-that of: fi 
being more naturally convenient” for- the diviſion of''a 
Cireſe;in reſpe&'of the atgcommodation of its'Radius, 'Þ 
Secondly, would*not the DiſticRion'of the Bouſes 'bej+ 
tore artificially made by certain Circles Parallel to wn. 

F Horizon'or atleaſt by ſuch as mioht'interſeR each othel? 
S in the Vertical and oppoſite points ? ' Since each Stats... 
doth eirher nor a&atall or is in-obſeryable, while utF**e 
der che Horizon ;_dorh'not reafon require, that if ic hawy®... 
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_ ary aQtivity ar all; ir ſhould cxcreiy) the fame <<bicfly 
while it-is abovethe Horzqn ;. and that ſo much * the” 
 rwore efteually, by how much the higher, or neer=r to 
"the Vertical point ir aſcends, Bur: they will have 'for- 
ſooth; thar the Starsin che Zodiack do diſplay their vvig- 
ues alwell below, as aboye. the'Hotizon and therzfore 
that the diviſion ofHouſes: is -firtly made! by! Citcles, 
which divide the Zodiack into twelve-parts.-We grany 
them this ; but why then donot'all of them agree” in 
the interſeRion of thete Circles-in thePoles of che /Zodi-« 
ack ? \" And why do not all divide the Zodiack inthe 
ſame places of.it 2 Is nor thar part.of the Zodiack'made' 
one Houle by ſome, 'which by others is made another? 
Thirdly, why muſt the Firſt Houſe be thar part of the 
Lodiack, which is yer wholly under? [the Earth, rather 
than that which'is wholly above it ?- Qught/ not'' one 
Ive half of ir ar-leaft co be already riſen above che Horizon, 
"""F that {> the half. of that which'is called Medinrn Cal; 
or might be toward+the Welt ?. 1 do:not ftand to objeR, - 
bolt that. the Medium Calt, or houſe in Which the "Sun is; 
"| ought rather to have'made the Firſt houſe ; (ince the E- 
ih neroy of the Sun is much more manifeſt than that of any 
a” other of the Planets: bur I demand, how it comes to 
aſs, that that Houfe, which is yet wholly beneath the 
arth, ſhould be more efhicaciousto life,than'thae which 
riſen above it, And-if that houſe, whatſoever- it” be, 
which begins to riſe, be the Houſe of Life; why ſhould 
& not char, which begins to ſer, be the houſe of Deach & 
k Ys! is the Eighch Houle ſo deftrudtive to Mankind, -a- 
2 | bove the reſt-; >” Whetrice bathir ſuch malice and ma» 
+ K. Jgnant virtue to us poor Maxcals:?: 7: 
Wt Bur We ſhall do: berter-to': enquire; from wheibe in 
; E 3 the 
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why ſhould che ſame part of Heaven, which- is happy 


and'benigne in one Houſe, become unhappy and. ma- 
ligne tn others ?  1þ os. 
Space? Then how-ean meer Dimenſions be endowed 
' ' wishluch and ſo great force of aRtivity > Nor can They: 


Is if from. the particular Place, or 


excy{c themſelves by urging, thar it. is not” the Houſes 
themſdyes, but the..Planers inhabiting ' chem, which 
work ſuch  wonders.'; Eor 'fince- they ſuppoſe; that 4 
Planet: which is Good and propitious in its own nature, 


doth:become Evil and deſtructive in an ilt Houſe ; we 


muſt, demand again, whence comes that Malice, where- 
with .the 'g00d Planer is fo my infeted, as to 
change its-own benevolent native i 

rous and. Offenſive > How can a man conceive, that 


. 
« 


neſs, while he is in the Firſt Houſe ;-aad ſoon afrer dart 
all che,plagues and:miſchiefs in_the world upon - our 
heads; when he comes to lodge in the ſecond, which is 
cantiguous to: the Firſt * That he ſhould, in the reach 
Houſe, defiine men to temporal Dignities ; in the ninth, 
to Eccleſiaſtical :- and yet when he quarterech inthe 
eighth (lying betwixe them both) he ſhould make men 


ble,- baie, mad, and the like ? - Moreover can we: 

underſtand, why or how, when ay infant is born, the 

_ Fares of his brethien ſhould be written on the third Þ}. 

Houſe;of his Parents-0n the fourth, of his Children on | - 

the fifth, of bis Wiſe on che ſeventh, of big Friends of | 

thing on 4 
þ 


the. eltyenth, and :0f 'the reſt ? Can any 
more manifeſt, than rhatall this accommodation. of 


veral Houſes to inens/ſeveral -Refations and Intereds. is Þ 
ws - | 4: | F wholly © 
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'* the general;theſe 'Henſes come to bave their, partichlar. | 
virtues? Is it fromthe Moveable Heavens? Then 


nflachce, into a dan- | 


tos diſpence yery great. fayours and happi- F 
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| wholly Eift#tions and Arbitrary ? I will-not di whle 

' A, - truely that man had.no very du!] nor unpleaſant Fa | 
F <who firſt niade the Planets provide ſtables for Beaſts, 4 

'L. che Heavens; and take care of Greater Cartel, in the 

ewelfch our-houle, and of ſmaler, in. the fixth. Nor was 


| bis Imagination leſs ative, who would baye longer 
[ Journeys. ; made in the ninch ſtage, avd ſhorter in the 
" third, It is not many years fnce che famous /Morinus, 
in a little Book, intituled Domoram Cabbala deteftlaac- 
- cording ro his great ingennuity. 1nyented Four things, 
ot and made them preſidents chiefly oyer the four (; ardi- 
©] nes, vi. Life over the Hireſcope ; Good over the Me- 
F- dium (als; Love, over the Weſt; Paſſion, over the 
wy | Imum C ali: and then proceeding chrough Trine Aſ- 
" |  p#f#s, and that by retrogradarion, He will have a three- 
ati fold Life in Himlelf, in God, in Sons, to be found'in the 


PT Firſt, Ninth and Fifth Late 2 Threefold Good, 
art Immarerial, Material Animate, Material Inanimare, in 
ur the Tenth, Gixrh, and Second ; a Threefold Love, of 
y Wife, Bretheren, Friends, 1n the Seyenth, Eleventh.and 
ach Third : a Threefold Paſhon, from Parents, }Enemies, 
th, Death, in the Fourth, Twelfth, and Eighth, Ang here- 
the | «we He conceived the Nature and diſtribution of the 

Houſes to be moſt happily eſtabliſhed. But by bis 


we Favour, however che whole buifiaels ſeems ſubuilely di- 
. 4 | weed ; ;- yer untyl he ſhall have more fully explained 
hir "the matter, in his Gallica Aſtrologia, we mult ſuſpend 
On — afſent to his nice Theory, becauſe He hath aſſumed 
$ ON moſt of his politions Gratss, without probation. As in 
; |: F- pacticular,why only thoſe Four chings,and neicher more - 
« «I | "ak fewer? And why chat Diviſionfofthem into Three 


abers, nor more, nf le6 ? Beſides may We not 
E 4. enquire, 


Foo 
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enquire, why Life in God, or-God himſelf, in whom 
all things live, ſhould. be confined rather 'to the Ninth 
Houſe, than to the Firſt, than-ro all; than to none? Why 
if Life in'God be made one member of the triple- divift- 
0n,'s nor Life in the Sun made the ſecond, and' Life in 
our Parents the third ? Why is-not the Houſe of Pa- 
' rents/accounted, if not in the Trine of Life; yer at leaſt in 
that of Love : and why not conjoyned with any thing, 
rather than with Exzemies and Death? And other the 
like incongruities, which to avoid prolixity, T ' omitt to 
mention. Ir may ſuſhce, that fince our MMorinnus pro-' 
feſſeth that other Aſtrologers, and parcicularly Prolomie 
himlſe!f, by reaſon of their ignorance of this Cabbal, | 
prepolterouſly made uſe of aſwell the Horoſcope, as the: | 
reſt of the Houſes : itis to be feared, 'leaſt ſober men' 
may from thence argue the Vanity and uncertaiyry of 
the whole Art: foratmuch as it containeth no one funda- - 
mental, which is not diſallowed of and impugned by 
{ome one or more of the Profeſſors. themſetves, and fo 
cai affofd no one concluſion certain and ratified, Cer- 
tainly, both Pro/orzie himlelf makes the judgements con» 
cerring Children, Seryants, Infirmities &c. from other 
Houſes, than the reſt of Aftrologers uſually do: and 
Atanilius, when be deſcribeth A/tha, or Events, fub-' 
verteth the whole reaſon and fignification of che Houſes 
Vulgarly admitted ; beginning the ſeries or order - of 
them, not from the Horgſcope; but from the Lot of For- 
rune, Which is as far diftant from the Horoſcope, as the' Þ 
Sun is from the Moon: and adyancing to the Conſequent” 
Siones, When the Nativity or Conception is in the Day, 
tothe Antecedent, when'tt isin the Night. But it is 
wearifome even ro think 'of ' xemembring, or refuting 
more 


* 
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mote bf theſe Trifles, Abſurdicies, and Conrradi- 
ions. | 


Cuare XtTT. 


Aſtrological Pretbinur: concerning Changes at 
Weather, uncertain. 


"T He Argument of our next Confideration, -muſt 

be thoſe poſitions of Aſtrologers which concern 
the Predictions of Changes of Weather. And' 

theſe, indeed are almoſt infinite + ſo thatall we 

{hall have time and patience codo, will be only to touch 


=” upon ſome of their Capital Aſſumptions. Some th 


deliver generally of che conflicution of the Air, through 
the whole Year - -lome of the conſtitution of the ſeveral 
Quarters, or Seaſons 3 and ſome of the temper of each 
Day in the Year particularly. 

For the Pradiction of the General Conſtitution of the 
Air thrqugh the whole Year, they ereR either Four, or 


' Eight, or Twelve Celeſtial Figures ; Four for the four 


moments Wherein the Sun enters. ivto Arzes,Cancer, Li- 
bra, Capricori ; four for New, or Full Moon immedi- 


'Y ately preceding each of thoſe Entrances ; and four for 
'the New, or Full Moon immediately ſubſequent : -and 
- then-noting the places of each of the Planets, aſwell in 
- their Figure or Houles, as in the Zodiack or Signes;they - 
 colle& all the Fortitudes, and all the Debilities of all the 
© Planets ; and raking thoſe. whoſe Fortitudes 'are more 
than their Debiliries, they regard char Planer, which ap- 


pears the tirongeſt of all, or which hath moſt Teſtimo- 
nies $ of Fortirude, and- make that-Lord of the Year,con- 
 Joyning 


= 
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as 


" Joyning'to him for a compagion, that Planer, which 


hath the moſt Teſtimonies of Fortitude nexc after him. 
The Lord ofche whole Year being chus ele&ed ; ac- 
cording to his ſuppoſed couttitution, or as he is Hott, 
Cold, Moitt, Dry, Benefical, Malifiical,, &c, They give 
judgement. of the future conſtitution of the whole Year ; 


_ or of thepredomination of Heat, Cold, Drynels, Wett, 


Thunder, Lightning, and Winds ; as alſo of the whol- 


ſomacis-or unwhollomnels of the Air ; of the Plenty, or 


ſcarcity of Corn, -and orhec Fruits of the Earth, and 
the hke. ; 


For the PrediRion of che Conſtitution of the- Quar- | 


ters, or Seaſons of the Year ; from three Figures of each 
Quarter, they colic& likewiſe the Lord of each, accord- 
ing tothe predominion of Forticudes : and. then -pro- 
nounce what kind of Spring, what Summer, what Au- 


tumna, what Wiater is next-to come,. according to the - 


qualities of their reſpective Lords. For Mars (for Ex- 


ample) (hall encreate the heat in Summer ; mitigate _ 
the cold in Winter ;, make the Spring rather Warm, 
then cold ; and Jikewile che Autumn. Saturn the }Þ 


quite contrary ; and fo of the reſt. 
Laflly for the PrediQion of the Weather each Day 


through the whole Year; They will have Four Themes Þ 
or $cheams to be erected for each moneth ; one at:the = 
moment of the New-moon;one at that of the Full-moon; | 
and one apecce at each of the Quarters: and then col-. Þ 
Jeng whac Planet is Lord ofa Quater of a moneth, |” 


they Prognoſticateche Temper of. the Air aſwell for 
that whole Quarter of the 'Moneth, as for each Day 
therein; according as the Dominion decayerh, or con- 
tinueth ſropg, reſpeAively co that dominion which is 4 
ſuccee 


- 


| 


|. . Now among theſe AipeRts, the moſt: powerfull for 
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ſucceed ar the next Qyarcer, or as that is of a contrary, 
or the ſame, or of a middle nature, | 


 « Bur becauſe the Prediftians taken from theſe predo.. 
- minions, are for the moi paxt fallacious ; therefore t 


. 


” 


* | abated or mitigated by the influences of Contrary Pla- 
- nets, according to their. mutual Aſpedts: and. in the 


e 


call-in other chings alſo, which may impede the. Effe&s. 
otherwiſe to ſucceed, and produce ſome contrary tothem. 
For that 1-may nor infit upon the notable yariery of E- 
feds, which they will haye to ariſe notonly from ſeve. 
ral Stars of the: Zodiack, - according as they call ſome 
Saturnal, ſome Joyial; ſome Martial, &c.. Bur alſo from 
the Twelve Houſes, and the ſeyeral parts of them, 
wheteof they make ſame to be of their own: nature Ex-. 

citers of T hunder, ſome-Cauſers of Rain, ſome of Hail, 
{ome of Sgow, ſome of North, ſome of- South Winds, 
&c+- [ And'thus you may obſerve, how they derive the 
chiefelt yariety from'-the AtpeRs of the Planets, and 
thoſe places in which they are the while. 


change of weacher, they make that called a Conjundti- 
on; -che next an Oppoſition ; ' the. next a;Quyartile; the 


"2 Trine, and laſt (ot leaſt) of all, a Sextile. - For the 
_ will have the forces of every Planer to be corroborate 


by the: additional forces-nor only of fuch orher Planets 


as are of like virtues; but alfo- of indifferent ones ; as on 


other fide, they will have the influence of each to be 


General, that clear and wholeſome Weather is fignifi- 


ed by a Trine or Scxtile; foul and unwholeſome, by a 
rc ; indifferent, by a ConjunRion; rather the one 
than: the other,according| to the condition of the Ruling 
Planet. As for theix Aprrtiones Portrarum, or Carats 


Kd . rats, * 
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raQs, 5.e.of oreat turbulency in the Air, by high winds, - 
oreat Rains, Thunder, ſhowers, Hail ftormes, &c. -theſe 


rhey will have to be cauſed, not only- whea the Planets 
whoſe natures, and houles are oppoſite, or reſpe& each 
other in an oppolice, or; Quartile atþeA bur allo,” and 
chiefly, when the Moon'leaving, one Planet,or its aſpect, 
is carried to another Planet, or its aſpeA, which -is -op- 


pofite thereto. For thus, when the Moon (for Exam-. 


le) is carried from Sarzrn to the Sw, or contrariwiſe 
trom the Sun to Sararn ; They will have dark Wea- 
ther, Fogos, Mitts, aboundance of ſhowers and extream 
Colds to be engendred and portended. When the Moon 
marcheth from Japiter to Mercenary, or from Mercury 
ro Faprter ; then we multi have high Winds, and eſpect- 
ally from the North and-Eaſt as alſo Lightning,” Thun- 
der, and the like tempeſtnous- Weather, &c, 


In reſpect of the Places likewiſe, They make no' ſmal | 


dfference, For if the Planets be Oriental.and DireR, 
and abour the Apogenm, then mult they Hhgnity Drie 
weather : if Occidental, . Retrograde, and about the 
Perigeum ; wett:weather, Mays only excepted, . who ar 
fuch times encreaſeth Heat and Dryneſs,Bur our chiefelt 
care mult be to regard che Signes,in reſpe& of the _Tri- 


plicities, or Trigons, in which the Planets are configu- | 


rated among. themſelves. For trom-thence, reſpeive 
to the aſpects'of the Planets made in them, there enfue 


Fiery, Watery, &c. * effefts. But above all they. cry | 
up 2 Conjunttion ; and ſo much the more, if it chance F- 


to. be of choſe Planers which they gall the Grear, of 
Greateſt. For if ſuch a ConjunCtion happen. in Fiery 
Signes, then it portends great and dangercus Conflagra- 
tions - if in-Watery then great Inundations : if in Ear- 
SA thy, 


_ thy;*rhen” huge Eatth-quakes : in" Fiery, then | fara 


- and Mercury of theInferior, terenity, + For t 
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Plagues/and Peſtilences, And whereſoever ic hapneth;if 
Saturz;'be predominant, it produceth great ficknefſes,and 
contagions'; if Jupiter be predominant, either no diſea- 
ſes at all, or very gentle ones: if Ffars "Thule, acute di- 
ſeales. *"The like affeCtions of the Air, They przſage 
from'the Con juions of the inferior or leſſer Planets,and 
chiefly if chey areall conjoyned. For if they nieet in 
Watery Signes; then wemuſt certainly .expe& deluges. 
'And' to prevent your wonder at this, though they derive 
fair Weather from the Sun, and three ſuperior Planets”; 
they dectee Clouds fromthe three Inferior ;” and add, 
that Mars ſomtimes of the ſuperior, doth cauſe rains, 
rake 
Mercury for 'Eolas,: who doth ſomitimes raiſe high 


| Winds and Rtormes, and fomtimes blow'them a way' a- 


pains and {weep the welkin, as-with a' broom, If he 
e:conjoyned with Satwry ;. then doubtleſs we ſhall be 


"troubled with darks' rainy,” and bluſtering winds :* if 
With J=piter ; we have gentle and refreſhing guſts : if 
with Mars,partching and burning blaſts - if with" the 
"Sun hott and unwholſome gales. . 
"tribure Hail to ſome AﬀpeRts» Thunder to: others, ſnow 
"to others, and the like : and how the- Planets, as they 
pals neer the Fix Stars, do mightily encreaſe their vir- 
"tues;(for when 2ars paſſeth by the Peiades, he doth 
8 fo heighten their watery forces, that woe :be to us, for 
'F deluges) and how they admitr the ſame effeRs, concer- 
-nivg the-Rifiog and Setting of the Fixt 'Stars 'reſpedtive 
to the Sun, all which are contained in the ' Tables "and 
*Kalandars of the Ancients, as we haye formerly obſer- 


I omite, how uy at-- 


ved; with an infinice number of che like Extravagans 
ces, whereof their Books are full, Afﬀcer 


62 The Vanityof Judiclary Aſtrology, — 
& ©" Aker this ſhort accompraf;he Grounds! and Man- | 
ner of cheir erecting Predictions of changes of weather, 
we might well ſpare any further diſcuſſion of chem, their F 
Vaniry beiag obvious to every mans confideragion, For } 
how trivolouſly do they cle& the Lord of the, Year, of 
os - each Quarter of the Year, of each Quarter of the - 
l Moon Thac deſignation of a number of Teſtimonies 
f Fortitude and Debility being meerly Chimerical, and 
yer made the Sigaes by which they axe guided jg- their 
EleQion, If there muſibe a Lord paramont among 
the Planets, oge would think the ſoyeraignty ſhould be- 
long to the Sun; and in the _—_— to the Moon ; 
net that it ſhould be taken away from they, and con- 
ferred upon Mary, Mercury, or any other, ſoas that "in 
reſpeR of it, the-power of the Sun aad Moon mult * be 
wholly diminiſhed and obſcured, - . But how can that 
very moment, wherein a Planet paſſeth by the 'Center 
of the Sun, ar Equator, or either. of the Tropicks con- [| 
duce to- the eleftion of irfor Lord? Are: nor thoſe © 
 Circlesin the Heayens meerly imaginary, dellitute of all 
virtue ; - or if there be any yvigtue- adſcriptive to them, © | 
ought it not to be derived. wholly from che Sun? ' And JI” 
doth not the Sun in its approach to,and receſs from them, FI 
| ecd on itt one equal tenour, nor ſo.yary his influx | | 
them, as that ic is not che ſame-both before and after } - 
he hath paſſed chem ? Orit he doth vary his influx, is Þ * 
not the tenour of his variation the {ſame both before and Þ * 
#|er : {o'thar from one puntual moment nothing of 4 
change<an be'inferred more from one particular mo- I * 
ment, than from __ precedent or conſequent? The | i 
| P 


fame likewiſe maybe faid of thoſe' moments, in- which 
the Moon is in the-points of RT Sl Oppoſition; 
or 


3 4 we 
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tothem, [But what.if no mag. can; be..certain of. char 
precile moment, in Which che Sun is in a Cardinal poigit 


of Heayen? . Sure Iam, there are no. Tables or Ephe- | 


merides 10 wo as to na tune Within 6.. hours, 
ot the 4 parcof a Day. For though thoſe compoſed 
by Tycho come the — to truth, yet they are ſom- 
what ſhort of iz, and we are confirmed that hitherto 
none; have 'eyer been free from ſome. exorbirancy 'or 
other, more or leſs: ſo that yer there never was a;::Ce- 
leftial Scheam ereQted, at the preciſe. moment of the- Suns 
being in either of the Cardinal points,and ſo no. experi- 


ment could be made of this fo magnified Doginion.Far 


-uppoſe the Calculators miſtake no more thag only.rwo 
hours-in the cime ;- then what is aſcribed to the. Firſt 


| Houſe, doth really. belong: to the Twelfth, or.. to the. (e- 
' cond, betwixt which and the Firſt;how great difference 
| they make, every man perceiveth, The ſame in propor- 
{ tion may be ſaid of the uncertainty of the moment,when 
the Moon'is in ConjunGtion with, os Oppoſition to... the 


'Sun.; foraſmuch as eventhe Eclipſes-obferved do' aflure 


* us, thac that moment is alwayes. different from that 


"which not only the Anciencs, but alſo the moderns \£- 
phemerides preſcribe. | 


And what if the crue places of the Planets were never 


exaRly known, as we ſhall declare: hereafter ?. /So 


; *thata Planet doth not deſerve that Dominion; which is 
| iven to it, in reſpeR 'of the Teſtimonies of. Fortitude, 
that do not belong to it, when it is abſent from "that 
Place, upon the ſuppoſicion of which it had them afligned. 
Apain, whar if thoſe things we bave diſcoyered of the 
»Placers, and their motions, be ſuch as require a new 


/ Theory 
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; | "Theory and new precepes concerning them , and their 
A periods, different} if "nor contrary to thoſe that=have 
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hitherto been excognared and delivered? + For 'if - the 
Mon, according as ſhe is encreaſed ' or diminiſhed in 
-obtacquireth various degrees of Fortitude and -Debi. 
Ty, arid-canſeth various effects | mult we not allow.the 
fame alſo to Vers, which likewiſe hath the ſame » Vari- 
ety of Phaſes, as the Moon ?- If the Earth ſuffer ſo much 
of alteration fr95m'the various aſpeAs of the Moon ;-itis 
firthat Jupiter ſhould ſiffer ſome alteration from-/the 
aſpeds of his proper-Moons, which as they are more in | 
number; ſo are they {witter in their motions, and oftner 
vedin rheir**codfigurations? - And according: to 
This alteration, "is-it nor” reaſonable: ro- conceive, that 
Jupiter becomes fronger"or weaker; as to +his, aQtivity 
vpon'inferior bodies'# - May not the. fame be faid-of | , 
Sarmxry,in reſpe&of his 'Anſule? And are not_thole PF, 
his *:4»(1e, and allo:the Fovial Moons to be numbred ; 
'atmovg the Planets,which in'reſpeR of the Earth diſplay F ( 
their purticular;/virtmes, and,ſo may. have their. various. Þ y 
"Fe limonies of Fotritude bd Debiliry-and chereby(tand - in 
Candidates for the honour of the ſupreme Dominion, , | 
when ir'comes to their turn; aſwell as any of the refit? | by 
But why do I dwell thus long upon this! fubjec,, when; f ro 
rommon Experience convincech the Dominions ſuppo- Þ an 
fd, to be micer Dreams? * As alfo are all the. mighty F the 
"Atttibntes/not only of the” Dodecatemoria, or twelve | &; 
Divifions of the Firſt Moveable Heaven, (than which 
Vanity itſelf is not more Vain)bur allo of the Alteriſmes, 
and Stars themſelves, which” they. will | have to; act, 
according as each doth reſemble ſuch.or ſuch a Planet 
mn colour.” ' For who could ever experimentally —__ 
wo : rhe 
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in colour more like Mars.? And why ſhould the Ey 
> of T awrus; Which is one ofthe Hyades, and the chiefelt 


as near the redneſs of Mars, as the Heate of Scorpio ? 
Why was not the-Dog.ttar, conceived to be the cauſe of 


. the Heart of Scorpro doch heat and dry ; finceno Star is 


among them, cool and moyſten ; fince that alſo comes 


the greateſt heats in Summer, rather accounted Mar-, 


| tial 
Of their Aſpects I add nothing;. becauſe look how 
much authority and faith our Aficologers conferr upon 
them, ſo much doth dayly Experience derraR from them. 


RE 

, For in vaine doe they recurr to the f:gnes and Triplici- 
> {| ties; in vaindo they alleadge their ConjunQions, when 
t | the Events cevertheleſs deceive them. It is memorable, + 
y what we read in Hiltories,aad iadeed almoſt in all Books 
t |. of the former Age; that when Aftrologers, in reſpeR 
ic F of great ConjunQtions, and ſome mean ones to happen 
d | in the watery fignes, had Przdifted a General Deluge 
y | (forſooth) and lo oreat calamities of men and beaſts by 
us. | water, as was never before heard of, and this to fall ouc- 
nd F- in the moneth of February, in the year 15 24. ſo that 
0, | many, being terrified with this Prognoſtication, in * 
i? | Spaine, France, Italy, Germany, and other Parts of Eu- 
en, | rope, provided themſelves of ſhipping, boats, Victuals 
20- | and other neceflaries for a long Vous and betook 
nty | themſelyes to the topps of the highelt mountains,in expe= 
lve F Ration of the Deluge fore-rold : Ir fell our, char all 
ich F that moreth of February was fair {pd clear, and more. 
nes; | temperate than ordinary; as if Providence had ordained 
act, Þ that excceding ſerenity at that time, on purpoſe to refute 
anet Y and deride the vaia PrediQtions of our Star-prophets 


(for it is Xare to ſee F Aey; pals away without leaving 
| raines 


wy 
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raiges and cold behind ic) which even Carden and 
Origanns themſelves could not difſemble their ſorrow | 
for, complaining that that judgment of a Deluge then to 
come, was given by © Stoffcr, not withour the irreparable | 
difgrace of Aftrolegy. Juſt ſuch another Prognoſticati 

was that, which Scalzger reports, (Prefution. it Ma. 
#il our of Rijperdus, who wrote that the Aſtrologers 
had forerold fo general a deſtraRion, by the violence of |} 
winds and tempeſ}, becauſe of - a Conjuntion of 
aſwell the inferior as Tuperior, Planets, in Seprember 
MCLXXXV /. there being an-Eclips of rhe Sun 
on the 1x of the kalends of 34ay immediately forego- 


4 


ing as that many expected the Vniverſal DiſſoJunon 
| of Na 


of ture then to come - and yet when all-came td 
IM, there was 'not ſo much as a ſfform enſued at the, 
rime Predied:and the contrary event derided the $kill 
of the Aftrologers, and fooliſh credulity of thoſe that 
beleived them. There was no caufe why I ſhould in. 
ferr theſe rare inftances ; corifidering that every dayes 
experrence. doth fuſhciently demonſtrate the like fallacy; 
at Jeaſtto ſuch, as give thernſelves rhe fatisfaQtion of ob- 
ferving the rimes, in which rhe Conventions of the Pla- 
ners ate ſet down in. the Ephemerides. 'For, how many 
eApertiones Portrarum are there, fiot only in every year, 
and moneth, but alſo in every week, nay day; and yet ne- 
,yerthelels are there not whe weeks,moneths, nay ſom- 
rirnies [years too, in which no extraordinary changes of 
weather can be obſerved, but what are agreeable to the 
Seaſon ? And let them add as much as they pleaſe,the 
variery of firuation in reſpe& of the Sun,of the Eccentrick} 
of the Epicycle ; till there is nothing which they cat 
prove by experience; or which may not be apy 
| / 
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by = yp : "fo thiar” their ruler-beeome— 
phainly 'arbictary, and che marter comes to pals alike, * 

. whether you predit fair weather or rain,or winds, or 
calmes, anleſs ir'be char in winter INNS 5 
moſt 'wett, and in Summer moſt heae, -- Bac the Plow 
rin fray as eaſily divine of the weather, 2s «ye kearned 
Altsloger with all his Books, Tables, and- Celeſtial 
P19ures bt Schearhbabour him. Schoneynr ance obſerved, 
that as Mrs was paſſing near the Plejader/rhere fell 
down  abonutatit rain : but how often haye.we out 
 TUves 6bſerved that Planer rravailing rhe ſame'way,and 


fot {6 minth a5 4 cloud to be ſeen nm he sky for mariy 
ok together both defore and feer ? Ought t thet- 

fore inſtantly to fer it down for 4 rule, that we ſhould 

Uways exped great rains when ever Har: was dpproz- 


chits the P /e5ades ? Ot tay dot we, with ore reaſon, 
' inftitute the quite contrary ? "Beſides, it is no tinreaſo» 
nable queſtion, to.demand of Aﬀtrelopers, why Mars 
ſhould not rather repreſs and abare, than extimulare and 
heiphcen the watety influence .of 'the Plezades ? And 
why ſhould not the Moor, and Venus, and Mercury, 
father excite and enereaſe it When yer we'fo freque 
dbſerye rheſe Phaners arivins at the Plerader, when the 
Air 1s moſt ſerene; and ris ſHowers ſucceed? © 
Tadd nothing likewiſe'of the Riſing 45# Serring of 
the Fixt Stars, of which I hayettready  faif etiough ; 
- Wly F ad vertiſe, that fire che Teleſcope hath" diſco yered 
| ihfwtherable Scars in the Firriarrient, befides thoſe fot= 
,.00Y mnerly beheld by the nakedey : if there be any virtues to 
ickY be aſctibed to the Stars,” certiiply it is requifte we 
"l _— _ TT 
| Which the newly diſcovered Stars ma —_ wo. 
4” PEI F 2 | them 
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'—hemlelves thoſe Effects, that are fully artribured to o: | 
thers. -' Nor can it be Objefted, that 7heſe New-found | 
"Strays are too_{mal ; becauſe, fince' their multitude'is F 
incredible, and chicfly inall the Galaxy, or Via Lattea: 
it —_ yergoahs, _ _ _ _— = _—_ 
ſhould compenſate their in and thoug 
each he-yntnlr .4 cannot have much of energy, yer all of 
them together may do. well, Where. we cannot but | 
wonder, thar the Gal , being ſo ſpacious and confide- 
zable. a; part in the. Heavens, had never any particular 
EfteRs actributed to it; eſpecially when to the two ſmal 
Stars 'of Cancer, to. the Ma »ger, and other cloudy Stars | 
(which yer are nothing bur very ſmal aſſemblies of moſt } | 
minute Stars) antiegbo have been impured:and the } 
Via Laftea conteins myriads of the like heaps of minute 


Stars, jno parts'of ir, = through the whole TZodiach. - 
Cuare. XIII. 


The Aſtrotogers Plea, end the Anfy wer thereto. | 


Ere let us a while attend to the Plea of Afro 
gers: and hear what they can alledge in their 
ce, Their. $A pal Allegations are, 
- ., thatthe Rules and Placits Fe: their Art, accord- 
age which they inſtiruce their PrediRions of weather, } thi 
ounded upon long Obſervations - that the ſame }' ge 
are fl ill confirmed by many - experiments - chat among } Ce 
'many.prediQtions =o he re A thac of Thales is very + 
| niemorable, when foreknowing. that there 'would be } be 
great Plenty-of Olives the next year, he went and far- Þ 
med all the. O/ive yards in Milermm, and Chio, | before 
hand, 


thereby yery much enriched himſelf: that i 


i 
. 
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ation : that to contradi& their Att, is injurious of tony. 
| tothe Heayenly bodies theraſelves, as If t 
made in vain ; but even to the Divine wildo 


© or it had not endowed man with uch ſagacity” as 


' | down-right madneſs to referr *theſe Effe&ts eicher. iro 
, Eially fince chough there may be inferior Caylſcs adn | 
thoſe are orily che inſtruments of thig Heaven,whi | 


a* F 


ry #1 Return, that they never have ptoved, nor 1 ©: ger 
| be able to prove, thar the Rules or. es. of thei 
'PtediRions were founded upon long Obſeryaric 


do not alwayes follow_according to their divination, 
faulc 15 not to be imputed to the Arti ſelf, bug 
unskilfullneſs.or negligence of the Arriſt : that fifice the 

ſubjeR the Stars, not ro Fate, bur to God, who Fan ar 
pleaſure change and ayert EffeQts that would oghe! oY 
cometo paſs ; when things do rot ſucceed according 
their wbonifciribagthe blame doth not belobs 
firology : that _ all the objeQions NY 

rove no more than this, that Aﬀtrolog oa 2 -0f 

jeRural Art, as Phyſick, Rhetorick, oh the Art Rs 
vigation ; not thac it is no Att at all, or a meer,  Hario- 
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Ether that had not made the or for the uſe 's 


ſetve to make him fore-ſee what ; g0o ood Was to EE 
for,and whar evil to. be ſhunned? "and fipally, that FF 


Chance; of to any, other Cauſe, by the Heavens ;"&lpe- 


ted to conduce to the oroduRibe of thole 


their aAivity, and uſeth ; ate 
Now jt Joe you, whether wheſe be got we 


onfideracions, 


well becauſe thoſe Times; from which both rag : 
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ipſes ; buir not ar all of any ojber of che 

Planets 3 L 1d be ny from h Tt Hippar- 
chu? knew nothing of them ſufficient ro' enable bim- to, 
reduce h ic motionsinto Tables; and Ptolomy was the” 
Who from Hipparehss. and his own Obſeryacions 
ofed Tables of their ſeveral motions, ' A 720, 
the Places of the Planets in the | Zodiack © ging 
nknowa ;, ny man could obſerye. what would be 


he Zodiack'; which their Phcirs ſuppoſe moſt fulh, 
Po wp ayſe the Chaldeans” manger of OQbſc rying, 

Empiricus, doth ſufficiently declare what 
Hin; col? and tg” Obſeryations they made. 
Mo bor becauſe the Fixt Stars conſtantly from their 
F 5p n moved from the Welt coward the Eaſt ; bur 

deans Were yrer]y ' ignorant of any ſuch- moti- 
' On, A LG could act obſeryeard defigne rhe places of 


ir Dies or Err2yique Scars; NG Elice all 
Range ines ba bel d Me the Celeltial 
motions Conce ls ,'and Pig } HOPES 
chem! fo. be Ecce 3s..15 wangel NO ok 
dg KAT, {In order to their 
F496 define : WR 8 wg. Pp the 
And becai OF well in reſpe of. the 


morjonof f rhe nc SIAts.io the. Eaſt of the ſpec 5h 
Calc i Yan HU 280 Fre Planets; ths Hers Face ot 
& of the Hey frees cannor. 28810. Cyr rewta4 
2nd het TIN this ox thas change of wey hy 


yed 


ye had Theſe -Oblerran- 
(Þ, 35F.KE $3 as becauſe the Ancient | 

Af afmers were > ious ro know. only - "the motions 

and colirſes of the Sun and. Moon, in order, ro the pre- | 


& of feach Planer being in the yarious places of 
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wed ip happen in fuch or luch a poliion of the Heavens © 


can neyer be again obſerved in the like poſition, fo. ag: to 
make. ic but probable, that che Placirs of Aﬀkcology» 
were.grounded upon: repeated 'Qbſervations. Whar 
they lay, might indeed uffice, in caſe the poſition of 
ſome, aad thoſe che priacigs) Stars, were the ſame; bur 


» Qaly, when they are asked, why ſome mutation of wea» 


ther dae's.nor xefpond to a prediQtion; made from ſome 
certain poſition of the Heayens ? . They inflantly recurs 
to the liuatiop of ſome Stars, which. is not che _farme it 
Was With other Stars conllitufed in the ſame poſition, 
And certainly, fince nor goly the Stars returning. ts the 
ſam? Gruation of their gperations;but others alſo that are 
ia another fruanon ; i; is requifite that the ation of 
thoſe ſhould be diſturbed, and diverſified;by the differcar 
ation of theſe, Hence whereas they affirm, that. their 


- Rules are gonfirmed by frequent Experiments; that is, 


manifelily vain and falle, even from this, that they are 
contradiied by as many, and more Experiments, , We 
could. acteſt, char che ſame hath often happened co us,thar 
happened to Fob, Picxs, who Obſerving the mutations 
of the Air for a whole Winter rogether, {carce found fix 
or _leven. of an' hundred and thirty daies, thatagreed 
With the PrediQtioas of Aſtrologers. And I pray, if 
any-ſhould calt Dice, and according to, che chances {et 
dawn ; that ſuch. and ſuch dayes- we ſhould bave. faic 
weather, .agd fusb-aad fuch foul ;z would not his-/pre- 


difions fall out:39 be verified upon 6 or 7, dayes ig-2n 
_ "hunded and thirty ? Sothat as for Experiments, our 


" Altrglogers can aver ſecure their Placics, by alleadgjog 
. the cerminry of them. | 
-  Asfoxt 
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fangpus Prediftion of Thater; it is » won- 
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der they &o nor take the ſame courſe to enrich them- 
ſelves, by che preſages of plentifull years; if chey belceve 


The - Vanity or fas ny. + | 


their Aſtrology to be no whit inferior to that, which FF. 


they think Thales made uſe of, Bur, in troth, from all 
their frippery of rules they ſhall cever be able co dilcribe 
2 Poſition of the Heavens, that can inform them of the 
furureftuictulneſs of any ſorr of Trees, ſo as to encouregy 
them to. farm all'the Orchards in. the Country, fo 
that year; or to lay a good wager that their Prediction 
ſhall be fulfilled, eſpecially with a g00d Huſbandman 
or Gardiner, who underſtands the nature of Fruit-trees 
much berter chan they, Bur is it not ſaid, that Thales 
drew this ConjeQure from Aftrology ? It is ſo indeed ; 
bur yer it is worthy our notice, what Ariſtotle tells us; 
that he bad that'fore-knowledge of an extraordinary 
plenty of Olives [i71 yur @& $710 |Before Winter Was 
ite ended, For he being addicted to the fludy of 
ature,and'maintainingWarer to be the Material Prin- 
cipte of all things, had often obſeryed what kinds of 
fruit grew molt pleatifully from much Water;and what 
from little : And 'there being Commonly much rain 


_ either in the beginning, or middle,or end of Winter, He 
might as eafily fore know at the end of tharWineer;that | 
there ould. enſue rhe next Summer an abundance of 
Obves, as 1 haye' ſeen ſome Husbandrhen, who' have 
ſore-rold the like plenty of the ſame fruit,nor only from” - 


the Winter,or Adkluting;bur alſo from the Summer pre- 


| ceding; and this from the great raines thac fell in that ' 
Summer, This br pre is worthy conſideration, that 


when” Thales w 
which ſome had = him wi 


that -part of Philoſc 
fall tr ic eck 


rothing copducing to redreſs his poverty : he wiſely | 


contrived 
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contrived to referr this experiment of his wiſedame to 


char 


; tha 


part in Chiet. Juſfas man 
t the Common 
_ of Celeſtial matters to 


in our dayes, who 
ople think the contemplation - 
unprofitable and Tdle, as no 
the Commodities of life ; to confute 


ching availingo 


this Vulga 


r error, arid -Vindicate themſelyes from con- 


rempt, they cheriſh the common perſwaſion,that Aſtro. 
comy conduceth ro che predition of Future Events. 
And thus did that brave Man, Keppler, who faid, that 
a Fooliſh D 
(he maintaine 
logy, though degenerous, Was not to be turned- our of 
Doors, becauſe without her the Mother, Altronomy, 
would have fewer Favourers and ſupporters, Ir is well 
known, that T hales was ſcoft's, at for his ſtudy of Aftre- 
' notiy, not only by divers others, but even by his own 
| maid; and fo that his ſtudy was-aot in revolving Tables, 
or conſulting Ephemerides, but only in beho 
Stars, and Obſerving their morions : but our 
- gers, when they make their prediQions, bave no regard 
at all co the Stars (of which the greateſt part of chem are 
wholly ignorant) but. conſult only Ephemerides, and 
the rules ſet down in their Books: And whereas we - 


'Þ read, that he 


brer was not to be defpifed, if 


by her gains 
ber wiſe Mother: incimating that Aﬀtro- 


ied an Eclipſe,it muſt be that he had 


by him che Obſervations of other Eclipſes made by 
/ . F others, and 
| che buiſineſs of the AncientFwas chiefly 


cially the Eyyprians, with whom he had 
tioh * bur this arguerh no more than chat 
' to underſtand 


* Þ the morions of the Sun and. Moon, ih order totheir 
{ Propnoſtication of Eclipſes ; and that they had inveſti- 
of the other Planets, there remains no' 


cated the motions 
memorial at all, 


Tadd that what 'Ariftork © faith of 
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OAIIP Ry: 
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"* "the \xpurarion of i ehis Predidtion to Theler, in relpect of 
bn grep Igty a0 and wiſedeny; ough ght fo to. v9 by. ynder- 
narration it oo. were.uttert falle.yer 
ſuch MY wg hop of the mans wiſedom, that 5 Ok 
ved to have it beleeved of bim, I my fe)f have Ba 1 
man,upoſt whom many aotable predictions were fagher- 
ed, of which indeed he never ſo much as dream't ; and 
this only becauſe of the great skil be was thought, to 
wy ia- Atronomy, and that men would noc admaure him 
eo. DRIED g all the YearJong bye the Stars, to no 


| And though He did olemnly difavaw that 
he had ever prediQed 3 any ſuch thingy, > that did che 
more confirm and enercaſe the camman report. of his 
ſuppoſed Divinations, as if he declined che matter only 
toavoidenvy ; fo greedy of rumors and: novelcics arc 


che Vulgar, ard (o.induſtcious in, forging _ beleeving. 


fapperies.' But of Thales I have ſai og, 
As tor their Plea, that when | alas ove their 
prediftiqns, the Fawit i not of rhe Art it ſelf, but of the 


Artiſt's : this is a ſubjerfuge, and fo poor a one, as that - 
it herrayech the vanity and umpoſture of the yery Art, * 


For they have patched up an Art of fo many, and fo 
variousthirgs.as that whatſoever the'Event be,they have 
ill ſame rule. or ocher to ſhew, according ro which the 
Event obſerved may be thought to. have came ta pals. 


Ang grant chat = contrary. bad happned z theo they 
have another rule in readineſs, accg ro which that 
fall out. + And. | benpan ( loxfoorh) the become admi- 
73ble, wheo.afcer 2 thing is come.to be! they tell yay 
how's came ſo.to OY but before the Evenc, nothing: 


by ſafe, nor can they more ans ge wg that. a thing. 
ag coke 20 pals, than that the. quite contrary 


come 


. SID 
| m—_—_——_—_—_—_—_— 


; Vanity of Judictary 


"come ak. And 9” wonderfull If hem 
haye FRE poliively, che thing 
| tuca SY 3 , they excuſe themſdyes, bor y' "ine 
] they miltoo 1n their Calculations, and had a fy 6 
A whea they ought to have had regard ap ang- 
ther. And do net outhink chey hop: 2 run to 
the . fame excuſe, 1 in caſe _ had predited the quite 
concrary, 3nd chat nevertheleſs had fallen out _—_ 
than ny: had predicted? Wherefore, w ſpeake the 
ty e Artiſts deſerye to be: condemned for their 
eaſy cxedulity, and implicite embracing the OUR. of 
_ theix Art, as if they Mo ſacred we oraculous : 
| Art isfelt to be exploded, in that it is compoſed Fes 
| 44M Loa and uncertain Placits, as ſeem' rather t9 
\ have 


__ =.” 


 ” nd 


| n choſen by a Lottery, or calliog of Dice» chan 
by judeement and Obſervation. 
4 Bur nevertheleſs jc was diſcreetly done of ſome of 
them (for 1 do nor find them All to haye ſo much piery 
e | in them) ro exempe the Stars from the jwriſdifion. of 
ie Fate, ard to ſuppoſe them under the goverment only 0 
© *|' God, who made them : apd yer when they prerend his 
% for an excuſe and ſupport o, a molt yain and indeed 
_ prophace Art ; I dare pot fays vey. ha, done eithet 
fa diſcreetly or jouſly. Fex they eas if they were 
"Fl certaia,, Huſh, Mrs an Effet ye jvevicably. caſue, as 
y | 6 OE foretold ; unleſs God by ſome (j qecal rfl relehye 
it Nis providence! is pleaſed to avert it ; as 
; x Bs PL ane FE Ee Conant 
99 of Cay , that his lofioige wiſedom 
from all Ecernicy ; chan that 
Frog Agboriee ſhould be ſuſpected of uncer- 
inty and decceipt ; and «8 if ir. were moxe able 
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1 't reeurr t0-a miracle, than to confeſs the fallabilicy of 


- their rules. And cerainly, it aty man can think this 
refuge of theirs to be conſiderable ; we not deſpair to 
perſwade him, that there can be no dream ſo wild and 
- abſurd» that is not capable of defence from the fame 
allegation. 
Again,I cannot but allow.them to be ſomwhat Mo- 


deft> when they cotifeſs their eArr to be anly Conjettn.. 


ral: and yet they may be accuſed of great \Arrogance, 
when they -boaſt it to be of equal cerrinry with the 
Arcs of Phyfick, Rhetorick, and Navigation. For-in 
theſe, Human prudence and induſtry {o aQ their parts, as 
rhat the propoſed and deſired End doth for the moſt parr 
follow { 22x00 - and when it doth fo follow, the 
Cafe is not immanifeſt - But in Aſtrology meer Chance 
plays the whole game; and the Event fore-rold doch 
jeldom or never tollow ; and when it doth follow, the 
Cauſe is nor altogether obſcure and uncertain, and every 
man may giveas good a Caufe among ſublunaries for 
thac EffeR, as Aftrologers do from the Stars; and fo 
Aftrojogy 1s not fo much a true Art, as a meer Lotrery, 
_ or Gueſſing at randome. Nor am 1 in ſayingthis, n- 
Furious to thoſe noble Creatures, the Stars, whoſe true 
and genuine virtues whatſcever rhey bee, 1 moſt wil- 
ingly allow-them ; bur it is injurious to them, to diſho- 
nour them with the imputation of ſuch power and eff- 
cacy, as is incompetent ro them, and.to make them ma- 


ny times the inſtruments not -only to Mers ruine, but | 


even to all their vicious inclinations, and 'deleſtable 
villanies. * Nof'is ic Derogatory to the Divine wiſedom, 
which aeaketh nothing in. vain and may be.concetved to 
hve had ſom? reſpcft wnto Man, when 1 made- the 
| | eh, hoſt 


C: 3 
c 
0 
0 
(4 
7 


= YES OSD ore ran 


- -— TI 8 1 245; TS * TO N . NR 
D T OY 6a F X x - e 4 oy * 2 P X "WA Gon . A th i ? 
oy k. wa % oe "2 : IF hu » Fe _ 
% , . - : p* - 
* Pe £ ” 0” = IIS 4 F 
G—___ 2 OI "PID >——_— 
. ” = _ — 
? V . * F I; . Aſt —— 
- = * 
anm ” C ; . 
> > - 
” A 
= 
- g 1a \ Ll 
3, ” - 
_—_— " 
- . 


hoſt of Heaven : butit is —_— thereto, to ima- 
c 


gine God to have aney to thole ridiculous purpoſes and 


| ends, rhat-men- many times fooliſhly propote to theme 


ſelves, and ſo to prelume of the certain- knowledge of | 


* Human Events as if they had pried into the ſecret Coun- 


cells of Providence Divine, We deny not, but God 
hath endowed the Stars, as all the reſt of his ' Creatures, 


| with ſome certain Virtues , but we queſtion, whether 
| Afrologers know what thoſe Virtues are; and whether 


the Faculties, which they aſcxjbe tro the Stars, be the 
ſame that God gave them, or orhiers meerly imaginary. 


| Nor do we deny, that God gave Mean Sagacity or Wiſes 
|  doms of Mind, in' order to hs conjettare, what may be 
| beneficial, and what hurifull to him in the Future ; bug 
| we deny, that this Sagacity is any. other but the chiefeſt 


t of Moral prudence, or thac we ought to-conceive it 


to conlitt only in the skill of Altrology,as they. will haye 
"it, As if when Men food in-dcubr, what would be the 
| Eventof ſuch or ſuch an affair, they. ought not to-conſi- 

der the Cauſes, Inftrumeats, Circumſtances, and proba- 


bilities of what they defigne, and ſo to proceed to ation, 
or defilt accordingly : but only to have. recourſe to - 


/ the papers of Aſtrologers, and there to enquire, Whe-. 
| ther or no,and how their enterpriſe ſhould ſucceed. Or 

.asif Aſtrologers, being to Sow their fields with this or 

. that ſort of grain, would nor rather cake advice for the 

| moſt opportune ſeaſon, from the experienced Plow-man, 

" than from cheir Almaenſors ; and preferr the honeſt. Sa- 

| gacity of the clouted ſhoe, - ro thac of their uncertain 
 Aftrglogy. 


*. Burthey tell us, that its madneſs to refere to. weer 


n Chance, far Weather, Rgin, Plenty, Scare, and = 


' © hho Effolts; wif they had: not their proper © 
Divine: T his you'l ſay, is much ; | and: yer to ſay, that 
thoſe things 67 ap by Chance, in reſpe of Mans ig- 
notance, and'of the previſion of ” Altrologers, T hope is 
nd madneſs at all; fince it amounts'to ho more than this, 
that Man doth hot underfiand their particular Cauſes, 
ior their Cofinexion wich the EfleRts; and cherefore that 
t cadnot be foreknown, from whetice 6f when they will 
Evene,and that it is by chance chatMen foretel! that they 
will,and when they will evene.fiace che-rtruch'is conceal- 
ed no leſs from him, who doth adventure *t6 predict 
thern, than from hit who doch not; nor after thoſe 
Evems have; 6r have not happned, at the timhe prefixed, 
ean he who | thetn plory that” he did jt upon 
ady certsia fciente, or he-who did not prediftthti \ay 
that he forbote upon the feore of his $kill if Divieation, 


And henee is it; tive he wiged prone coties to be | 


fulfilled by the Event, may: (indeed) be accounted the 


- of more Lucky-mani in his conje&ure ; but _ 


eſ6x # fot the more skilfull or" Knowids, for it, Thils 
ſetk only ' of Aftrologers ;” becauſe Marinets, Plow- 
' mien, and $ 
fiefs, of rednels of the Moon, from Halo's, Paraſelers, 
Raih-bowet, "and the like CHaeorological Signes> pto- 


ably torn jeAure 
ſ&meday, or the next following, by reafon'sf the farni- 
Har cotnevion of ſuch Events to ſuch Catſes - but out 
Aﬀeolopers; who glory that cheyare able ro predift all 


ſorts of weather on each Day of the Year; and: that fot. 


only many heirs,'but mary Dayes Weeks, Moneths, 
Years, tnd' Ages befote hand, can predi&t no fuch thing, 
_ becauſe 


heards-and others may, froth the pales | 


4 At 


what weather there will be either the 


4 Ar OI j 4 Oe , — l 
oat ENS een 7 I AS TE ROE " , | 
EY nn — 
* Y . - [.. VB ; >, = : 
* CY- —  —— nw —- ay ; 


et 


y SEE A 6s $I. 24 WIGS HOY On PE OS Ke os os as ed tn L _ Fa " vs . 
| *2 4+ NEC : x MY F . q POIs CI | WF th RE 4 v 
- LEH y ) PTY" wat -* Fr 
« : : mh : 4 EO IIS NS of NES 
L a POT T2 4 « : > "4. 
EL EY © 295A MAP Tang I 
A A . ds, 2 - ; ” - - , k BY p . ? wi 
*%, A = Pp. _ 
b IS 
/ - RB 
- : * *, 
p : X : . p 
bag _ 


- Þ nexion berwixc the Cauſes and Events, Nor can they. 
F 6bjeAs thar their Calculations are very laborious: aod+ 
F 4fficult ; for this when all is done» is nothing but with 
;} great labour andpains to make a Calculation from ome 
7 -mtficate eame-onthe Dice. For allow that fair wea« 
ther ſhall ſuccted upon fuch or ſuch particular chance of 

_ the Dice; nnd fan] weaker upon another;; and wind 
- upen another : and then make your prediftions ef each 
according to the chances, and youſball find the buiknels 
ſurreed with as much cercainty, as 'if you: raiſed pour 
| prediQtions from the. Aphorilmes and. Calculations of 
- Aftrologers. Nar is this & wonder, fince I haveheard - 
| of ſore Almanak-makers, who wete. famous for their 
- Weather-wiſedome, and yer they never uſed other are 
- ts nake them by, than the Chances of a Die. | l 
T | Bur they confidently demand, whether there. be on 


oh. RS oe bes 


"x 


bs } nature ( auſe, to which the changes of Weather 
Me | e2ht ins probubitr to-be referred,except only. the Hew- 
wo {| vews? Whereasic is eafily Anſwered, that the Hea- 
+} | ns indeed (or rather che Stars and chiefly the SunJare 


+ | the Genetal Cauſes of moſt of the mucations in the” Airz 
1s . and = beſides them, there are other ſpecial and princi- 
2}, | - auſes among inferior bod®s, ro. which. it is 40 be 
ig. | Referred, thar choſe mutations happen in this or chat. 
he | Pace, in this or chattime, and in this or thac magher, 
4 | ther then otherwiſe ; 2nd not to the Heavens, which 
me I Fithout them could nor Cauſe any Effet or —_ 
a} | WY : 2nd thatby the nature and aQtvity of theſe i | 

+ | Cauſes it is that the Stats do attemper their inflyenceand. 
"#ccommodatre their aGion. This conſidered, They do 
"Wo affirm» that all ſablariary Agents are no more but 
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weenly the inſtruments of Superlunary ; for in truth they 
haye ſpecial | of : om, on ſuch as are inco oY 
rent to-meer Inſtruments; and it 1s they, that rather 
make uſe of the virtues of the Stars, as their inſtruments, 
| Again, there are ſome certain Effet, to which no man 
can ſay the Heavens do much conduce ; ſuch as the 
ſuddain eruptions of Flames ahd Fire, and Vapours cau- 
ed by them from. ſubterraneous Waters ; yea Metals 
chemſelves, which though ſome have ſuppoſed te be ge- 
nerated in the bowels ofthe Earth, by the ſpecial encr- 
gy of the Sun; yet none have ever given an account of 
the'true reaſon, or manner of that Generation ; nor is it-. 
indeed conceivable how, True-it is indeed, that the 
warmth of the Sun doth cheriſh the body of the Earth, 
and ſo promote the fertility of the ſeeds therein contain- 
ed, but yet an External cheriſhing Cauſe doth not ex- 
clude internal and more proper Cauſes from executing F. 
their particular faculties. As forthe Moon and the other 
Planets ; if they may be admitted to at any thing upon 
the Earth, by the fame reaſon rhe Earth may be con-. 
cived to re-a upon them - nor can the Earth be more 


eheir Inftrumeat, then they the Earths. The parts of. F: 


the World mutually contribute their operations and. F. 


affiftance cach to other ; foraſmuch as every part hath Þ'y 


its peculiar virtues, and in a ſpecial manner” diſplayeth :; ? 
the fame by us ations, I add, thatit hath been grant- 


ed, thar:the Sun and'Moon have their operations upon . Þ | 
infetior bodies ; and that they produce ſuch Effetts, as YM 


may be fore-known, and foreErold:but notthat the pre- F 
notion and prediftion of thoſe Effesdo belong more co: Yew 
Afirologers, than to the common People ; 'fince no man; F'bl; 
is ignorant, that the Sun (for inftance) dech produch of 
cat " 


' hear and ſerenity, more frequently chan foul weathes, in 
the Summer. It hath been granted likewiſe, that other 


[ {ydereal bodies, and chiefly the Planers have ſome in- 


fluence and aRiviry upon the Earth, in proportion to their 


n&or Star'in-parcicular is, Altrologers are as much igno- 
rant of, as the mot illiterate Clown in the World. For 
Ss } asWhena room is chlightned by'a Flame, from which 
- | many (mal fpacks iflue forth, no man can diſcern the 
f- tacular light, which ariſeth from each particular 
ff tk, the Air being promiſcuouſly illumined by them 


it- - F all: ſothe Sun,'Moon, and Stars ating promiſcuouſly 
3< | upon the Earth, by their ſeveral influences -blended or 
h, | confiiſed together ; . it is impoſlible for any man to diſtin- 
n- Þ| gviſh cheir ſeveral a@tiviries. But you'l fay, are the 
x- | prtnesof the Stars to be meaſured by the Greatneſs or 
ng | ſmalneſs of their particular Lights * And why not 


4 pray ? 'Will you have it. to be meaſured by that of 
*their Diamerres, or of their Diſcuſes ? If-1o; though 
we ſhould allow that each of the Fixt Stars is not lefs 


Tre Þþ porent in ir ſelf,then either the Sun, or Moon, or any 0- 
of. F ther of che Planers ; muſt you not yet confeſs, that the 
nd. Diſtance which doth diminiſh che light; and diſcuſs af- 
ach | well of che Fixt, as of che Erratique Stars, muſt in the 
th {fame proportion diminiſh alſo their aRtivity ; lo that 
nt-- {the vircue of each Fixt Star, compared to. the virtue of 
500 I the Sun, and that of each Planer compared to that of the 
, as Y'Moon, can 'be no more than the light of the one is to 
re». of the light of the other, or the Diſcuſs of one to the Diſ- 


$-euſs of the other. And this ſeems much more reafona- 

| \ble, than what Afſtrologers ſuppoſe, 44z. that the virtues 

- | *ribed co: the Planers arcequa], if not ſuperior to thoſe 
| G 
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of the Sun and Moon. -But (fay they: again) whence 
come's that great variety of | ſubiunary| Effetts, if not 
from the various poſitions, and various influences of the 
Stars? Why, I have already declared, that che varie-'ll : 
ty of Effe&ts among ſublunaries arifeth from the variety F- |, 
of Cauſes: among f:blunaries, as they- are varioully  ; 
camparedeirher among themſelves, or with others. To} { 
Day there ariſe vapours from this -part.of the Earth, JF . y 
which elevated into the Air become condenſed 'into | z 
Clouds, and ſo- fall down agaig in ſhowers... In the x 
mean time the matter of them is exhauſted, or the. heatY _- 
by which they were evaporated groweth leſs at the L 
lame part of the Earth. Andalbeit by the continual F* g& 
action of ſome patrs of the Earth upop others, the likeF in 
marrer be to be congeſted upon the fame place, and Þ*'M 


new heat to ſucceed ; \yer that will not happen preciſely Þ to 
on the ſame day the nexc., Year, but ſooner or later ; | fw 
and cherefore iris no wonder, if it doth not. prove WetÞ iny 
wearher the next Year, upon the ſame: dayes, that ir is mi 
wer weather this Year, And whacl fay of wet andF toy 
dry Weather, may be applied alfoto all other changes 'bir 
of the Air; fince by the ſame reaſon . the matter olB*mji 


Winds Hot or Cold, as alſo of Thunder, Hail, Snow; 
I and the like, is not prepared in a readine(s in the ſame ' 
parts or-places of the Earth, at the ſame times one Yea, Bmw; 
that they were another. Which one would think to beÞ?For 


* 
4 
: 


a-more probable Cauſe'of the variety of weather, bot] u 
as to times ana places, than that imaginary variety Qt m 
Aftral influences, which Aftrologers ſo much cry up- . File 
p If this be ſo (fay2A ftrologers) rhen theſe MuratiolFanc 
BD | cannot be prenoted or predicted, by any rules of Art. 3 
| confeſs they cannor, eſpecially long before ; for ode | fi 
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The Vanity of Judiciary Aſtrology. 383 + 
"| wWilechere are thoſe Signes, by which I allow chat we 
may fore-fee and fore-tell orcar changes of weather, 
"FF when they are neer ar band. What then, 4#/t Aſtrology, 
"j - »oble and divine Aſtrology be vain and uſeleſs, and be 
[ able ro make no probable Conjefturet at all conterning 
vi the preciſe times of theſe (hanges ? Yea truly, I think 
ol fo; norneed I fay more to juſtify that my opinion, than 
y | what I have ſaid already in this Chapter. But, Were 
0 
Cc 


Te Pl 


thoſe Laws made in vain, which allow of and tollerate. 

Y the profeſſion of Aſtrology in thoſe matters, that concern 
at Agriculture, Medicine, and Navigation > For thoſe 
ae Laws, I conceive they are to be lookt upon, as many 
al F others, which provide for the tolleration of leſſer Evils, 
keF in order to the prevention of Greater - For becauſe the 
od FMind of Man, being alwayes greedy of knowing things 
ly | to come, is eafily carried away with choſe ſplendid per- 
r ; þ fwaſions, that Aftrologers have contrived to allure and 
vetÞ inveigle it to a beleif of their Art; therefore that they 
; WF mighr avert mens minds from a too curious and follici- 
0dF tous inveſtigation of future Contingents, ſuch as the Ar- 
os bitrary actions of men, fortuitous Events, dangers, cala- 
 ofÞ'mities, the day and manner of death, andthe like; from 


Wk the. predition of which mens private lives, and the 2A 
me publice peace are-commonly diſturbed;therefore (I ſay) | 

: Wefs s . : & » y- 
eat, :Mas it, that the wiſe Law-makers, prohibiting this 


) b Fortune-telling part of Aſtrology, permitred the uſe of 
othEthe other concerning Weacher-conjectures,as chat which 
y oifmicht ſer bounds to, and in ſorne ſort humour mans Cu- 
p.  F flobity, and occaſion leſs of diſturbance both in private, ; 
gand publike, And this Licence might, in the mean time 2 
em to the people to be che more reaſonable and bene- | 
cial, while it carried che pretext of ſome true obſeryati- 
$ ; / Ss G2 | ons 
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By "The Vanityof Judiciary Aſtrology. 
6ns of the Riſing and Setting of rhe Stars, in cauſing, 
Winds or Raits;z of the Moon in the full, or wane, en- | 
> treafing, or decteafing her light; for the moſt advanta-, 
ojous ſoWirig of Seeds, Serting, Graffing, removing of. 
Planes and rees, letting of Blood, Purging, ry,. 
Baths-and the Tike ; of Tides of the Sea ; of che pale 
Moon carnmmonly preceding Rain, the red winds, the 
.. White fair weather, and che like Signes : which cbough 
they do nor belong to Judicial Aftrology, are yer com- ff - 
moaly referred to it, partly. chrough: the ignorance of I. 
the Mulcicude, but molly Lirough the cunning and arso- | : 
gance of Aſtrologers, that ſo they might acquire the. 
oreater credit to their profeſſion. And tiereupon weff , 
may fee ſoine Phr/icians, who precending to have more Þ 
profourid knowledge in Celettial matters, than is uſually F 
ected from others of the ſame profeffion ; think to 


acquire the reputation of Tranſcendent Artiſts, by,g' | ; 
our, that rhey will not'undertake the cure of any ſick}: 
perſon,,eſpecially of pron qi or Condition, unlefs} 


they have, firſt made folemne inſpeQion into his Nativi-$ 
* ty-icheam, and ereQted another Schearn for 'the Yearſſ. * 
paſt, another for the very inſtant of his falling ill, .andF7; 
others for the times wherein each Symptome firtt inva-B%y 
ded him : when yet (in troth) either they do no ſuch}; 
thing ar al), or if they do, ir is to 10 more putpoſe,thanf-. 
if Themſel ves ſhould dream that he would live or dy ;#-- 
and all this is bur a knaviſh trick, to make-men beleereÞfer; 
they are much wiſer, than really they ate;and che while. 
| they underhand conſider the ſame \eraa Ben ApholJs, 
ritms of Principal Phyficians that the more modeft,mortÞ Þ 
honeſt, and'more learned PraAirioners of that Arr, it "8 
form and guide their judgeitients by. Again what -. 
<p - wondetf 


Lon 

D 
F 7,000 
| £7 

4} 


| "The Vai of Jadkcrary Aftrology. 


i 


worder is it, if the Autho of thoſe Laws: made-jn | fa- 
_ vour of Aﬀtrologers, wholly caken u with matters | 
of more i eto. the Hate, and: ſomwhiat 
touched with the infeQion of cheſs cunning Impoliors, 
aſwell as the reſi of rhe people ; would not wholly -in- 
cerdi6 the profeſſion. of char pretended: kill, to which | 
2s men, they did nor deny their aſſeat, ar leaſt in'. pare? 
Nevertheleſs, is was contrary to the- interjtion of 'thoſe 
Law-makers, that Afirologers ſhould (as they do) wreft 
that Tollerarion of only a part,to the juflification of the 
' whole of Aſrology.. For by what reaſon can they 
core to know the individual ion of a fick mani, 
| by lookiog upon the Stars or Ephemerides ; how. can 
they know the time, vehemence, duration, period of his 
Ty fickneſs ; or thatthe ſame will be ſhorr, or long, morral 
lly or not mortal, and all other things, that are ex 
.* | forbidden by thoſe Laws ? Tn a word;if it be fit-for 
by any man to conclude the veriry of Aftrology, from rhis 
'$ Tolleration of it-: certainly, ir is much more fir for us 
| to conclude the Falfity and Impoſture of it, from che fre- 
b "queot renewing of thoſe Laws made'againft it. 
 -And thus much in Confuration of that part of Aftro- 
gy, which conceraeth the PrediRion of Changes: of 
Weather. | | 
I o 
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{Te Genethlizeal port of Aſtrology cxaminedand 
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FT remains, that we. now ſurvey lagkcekir a par of A 


& ology: called the Generhliacal, or: which, | from 
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' (as they'-are-V ulgarly catled)'Scheams of men, doth | 
jafticuce Predictions of all BY remarkable. Events that 


CY 
hs... 1; 


which require a, þeculiar conſideration. 


3% a - $ 


= rhe inſpection ofthe Geanures, or Nativity Themes, or | 


;befall chem, in their whole lives,» For though the molt ' 
parc-of whar hath been deliyered-by us in the precedent F - 
Ehapters, doth inJome ſort relate aſwell-ro this Larter, F 
_ &5to-the Former part, and fo may eafily be accommo. 
dated unro-4-;2yet there are ſome things peculiar hereto, 


1: In-che Firſtplace, we are to .cemark; that that man. 
doth make buvill-proviſion for the:peace and {quiet of F . 


.histhqughts, wha doth but lend an eare to Aſtrological 


prediions, though he fix not his mind upon them, For Þ 


though chey are/but.yain, and a man doth firive ro con- Þ- 


firm himſelf in che opinion, that they are meer fopperies; 


ycrin reſpe& of the- common perſwaſion, that there . is 4 
tooching inthe m, he ſhall find himſelf very prone to &1VC F 


-fome credir'ts- them, and fo give ſome occaſion of .dil- 


 2quiet or other eyil co hinafelf,” For if. the Aſtrologer 
ſhall have prediRed:his death, inſtantly the thought 
thereof enters: his mind, cauſeth a troubleſome apprehen- 


. fro therein, and; makes him diſcontrented -, and if -. any 
:Jighr-diſcaſe chancEo intervene,: the ſame is augmented 


by the melancholy reſentment and diſquier- of -mindF}- 
Within him, and fo purs him really in danger of death, 
which otherwiſe be had no.reaſon tg fear, from the na-}- 
ture of his diſeaſe, If any great miſhap, or infortune 


-before-told-hittr 5 that prediRion alſc vexeth his' mind, 4 
and is often the cauſe, that he flieth to' ſuch \ precautions Þ+ 


to ſecure him for the infortuge threatned,as really prove: 8 
ot-haye \befallen' him, If het hah Þ* 
$ __beaF 


Z otherwiſe would 
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_ The Vanity of Judiciary Aſtrology. © 87 
| been promiſed either long Life; or feliciry of formune;chen 
{ eicher he raſhly expoſech himſelf ro ſuch dangers, as 
F ſhorcen his Life: or neglecterh that induſtry. and+ pru- 
FF dence, which might have made” his fortune proſperous 
| indeed, but being omitced, prove rhe occafion of his . 


Fo, infelicity, and milery in the end, | | For theproof of this, 
0" we have many ſtories both. Ancient. and recent that 
ah reflify, thar thoſe'men have ocnerally been moſt unhap- 
an | "Py, who confided in the Aftrologers promiſing them 


of | ry great happineſs : and of theſe we ſhall mention 
- ſome hereafter. 'In the mean time, accept this admo- 

F nition; rhat nothing # ſafer, then ſtriftly to follow the 

* diftates and rules of Prudence, and to live, in reſpett- 

' of ones [elf, honeſtly ; in reſpett of, others, juſtly: and for 


" the reſt, to commit all to Providence Divine, and, #o be 


14S [45 VIAE | 
rey Pr pared for all encounters of Fortune,” The advice of 

"i. * Horace, in this caſe, is oraculous, | . 
or}. | 4 | MW . . : 
che Y Tu ae gueſierts, ſcire nefas, querm mihi, quem £161. ] L. Cat- ; 


"J Finem Dij dederrat, Leuconoe 6 nec Babylonias \ min 
| Tentars numeros, ut mel:us quicquid erit pati, Ode 34 
ww) Seu plureis hyemers, ſeu tribuit Jupiter nltiman. Dc, / 

FF; j 


) | Eng — | pages = . __ — 

athF. _ - nd + | 46> 
© Engqnire not thou, Leuconoe,-what End « - | 

na-* =..." "x wed 

ne 4 <&£ The Gods at tength fo me, or thee intend . 


=" us Conſult not'vain Aſtrology, to prepare 
g © © Por furure Evils, whatſoever they are.” 
" KEK #hether-more Tears. or vot; remain behind ; 


4 245 Be wiſe m preſe ut ,to thy felf-be Kind, | 
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”  "themore {weetly - if bad, you bear ir mote calily ; and | | 


this benefitwe are ſure of, that if we mult be miſerable, 
yer we ſhall not be fo before our time, - For (they are | 
the words of Cicero, in 2. de Divination,) © How un-" 
«« happy a life had Priamms lived, if he had'fore-known 
<6 in it youth, what tragical Events were-to befall him 
« in hisold age? And that we may leave Fables, do Þ 
+. you think it could haye been beneficial: to {arcs | 
« Crafſts, when he flotiſhed in wealth,and all kinds of 
«+ prolpericy, to have fofe-known, that his beloved ſon 
«* Pompey ſhould be lain, his Army defiroyed,2nd him- 
« ſelf periſh in ignominy» ee arid want, on the 
<« other fide of Exphrares ? Do you think, that Pompey 
« conld have taken joy in his- three Conſulſhips, in his 
«© chtee Magnificent tryumphs; his glory of high -At> 
<. chievemencs and.admirable felicities ; if he had fore- 
& kndwn that after all.-be ſhould be killed in exile and 
« obſcurity in Egypraafter the leſs of his numerous Ar- 
* myz. and after bis. death fuffer ſuch horrid things, F 
_ * which 1 cannoti{peak of wichour tears ? &c. 
Nor can Afﬀrologers: excuſe themlcives by faying, - 
_ that ſuch unhappy misfortunes Preſignified by the ſtarrs ; 
and being fore known, may be avoid For, it is plain, | 
chat if they be coll oy wives not prefignified : but 
rather che avoidance of ghem, which was really to enſue, | 
ought rather to have been prefighified. \ Arid, if we: ſaw, | 
that Atrologers therplclves did once avoid thoſe diſea-  F| 
ſes, and othes-evil accidents, which they prevend are F'oi 
preſigaified to them. in particular.- then'perchancethey I ut 
mighc challenge fone belief ac our hands: but,fincs. they "Ilbee 
canaot ſecure chemſelyes with all their caution, as being "Flee 
ienorant of thoſe prebenifications made to them - 'whiy, we 
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think co provide for the ſafery of others 
| when "ape Fe Rs a ſhould be eons ccfelFend 
fore-fighted in thei owne Cakes, than in thoſe of others? 
Bre,we muft reſerve the full refuracion of this falfe pe- 
nee till a better opperwnity ; beiig obliged firtt to de- 
monſtrate the vaniry of the Art, from the exarninarion 
* of its vety Prinenples. 
| \ They affirm, Firff, that all the Gtod or evil Accidents 
of a thans lifes do depend upon that very wornent of 
Hime, inwhich he aſhath from his Mothers womb. For , 
they will have, thatthe fiders} bodies, and principally 
| the feven Planets, in what part ſoever of the Heavens 
' they ate at thar inflant, when an Infant is born, do 
ſo a& and Club their rayes together upon him, as that 
impreſs upon him 4 neceſſiry (nor more nor leſs) of 
Jivng in fuch a condition ; of dying at ſuch a rime, and 
; hm ſuch a manner ; of marrying fuch 4 pres, at ſuch a 
time ; of ſuſftting Ship-wrack upon fuch a day; of recei- 
s, 8 wound in fuch a on of * is body;on ne hs a day; 
N imprifoned, ſuch a day ; of being overthrown 
j ar Law, fuch a day; offalling fick, ſch + day: : and ſo 
of all drhet Accidents in his whole life, As if any man 
Joffound judorment could regard the Heavens,and behold 
ſeveni wandtihs Starts; 'and/ yet eonceive in his 
| mibe;chac dey wakeany impreffion lo manyfold, 
| ns ineyrableand certair, - Tndeed, if the Pla« 
#pplied thentiſcIves to cohfpire the fortune of = 
L þ = deene at & tithe; theri the bullineſs would be le 
1* hatenble, kf intzedible 2 ; - but fine At one and the 
4rflaeit of rides, millions of Tafantsenter upon the 
I xe of life, in ſevere} hates of the Earth ; can any man 
E | i= derfland that the lame ven Planves-car ſo a&-upott 
bye 19 S every | 
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© every one of them, as to preſcribewith equal diſtinion } 
preciſeneſs, and certitude,all that ſhall befall chem from} 
the moment of their births, to that of their; deaths}? e- 
ſpecially fince thoſe Accidents .are- innumerable, and 
incomprehenſibly yarious > Ought they.aot ro.caule the | 
lame EffeRts in all and every of them that are þorn- of all } 
kinds, and Species of Animals ; for which though.chere. F 
be no perticular Aſtrology compoled, yet that hinders | 
not, but they ſhould havetheir fates configned to them 
by che Heavens, as welt as the reſt? Go on thecepre,and- 
conceive, if you can, how. it ſhould come abour, rhat-F. - 
ſeven Planers, which immit but ſeven ſorts of rayes or . 
influences, ſhould be able {o to complicate and temper} -. 
their-rayes, as to make them ſuffice, to ſo great and in- 
comprehenſible a variery of Births, of Accidents. Again, | * 
if they allowed the Planets a longer time, a whole day,' * 
nay bur.an hour, for their facal operations ;- che wonder: 4 
would be ſomwhat diminiſhed : bur, that they ſhould } ® 
conſpire deſtine, and effe& their impreſſions, and con- | -1l 
clude all efteRs, in only one ſhort moment; this Gerrain-: x 
a 
fl 
* 


H 
| 
i 
l 


ly'is above human capacity. - Who likewiſe can-con-: 


ceive,-that the Planers are of power to deſtine ſo many: 


things in that one moment, and yet have no-power to}, *** 


deſtine any one thing, in ſo many Myriads of moments:F*: 
y following.? Further, did they - hold it neceſlary for the:$+* 
Planets, at the, moment of the Tofants. Nativity,to be all'Þ +* 
above the Horizon ; then alſo the--{uppoſition. might. 


ſcem more tollerable. : but ro make- their virmes and © © 
efficacy all one, whether they.' be. ,above'or under 'the;Y © 


. * © 6a 4+ 
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che Earth ; this.is moſt incollerablays; For, fince;in-the! 


2 night time. we feel-no virtue of the Sun,: but what -xe-/jÞ 
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mains diffuſed through the Ais, | the day. before; - be- F K 
fy 2 | caule YE. 
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\ Cauſe his beams cannot pierce through, che body of the * © 
| Earth: is there any reaton we ſhould beleeve that ei- EY 
e-- | ther the Sun,or any ocher of the Planets, when they are $ 
4 | deprefled under che Earth, can fo tranſmit their virtues 
e'| upN an Infant entring the World, .as to deſtine all 
ll | things belonging to. him as effectually as if chey were 
re | above che Earth, and in a poſture conyenient for the di- 
rs | xe tranſmiſſion; of their rayes upon the ſubjeR on 
m. | © Which they are to operate ? The ſame alſo may be faid 
\d {| *of the virtue of thoſe Planets which ar that time are co= 
at yered by the Sun or Moon, Lafily, If they would al- 
or- | Jow that che-rayes of the Planers ſhonld be fo received 
er | Þy the tender Infant, as co operate according to his con- 
a- { fitution derived from his Parents,and ſo to be yaried to 
in, | *he' produQtion of yarious and -ſametimes contrary 
yy," fects; then chey might more juſtly expeR our aſſent : 
Jer: Þut ro make the Planets to do all chings, to ſubjeR both 
14 4 a fickly and un-ſound, Infant, and a lutty and ltrorg one, 
\n- | af born at the ſame inſtant, and in the ſame City, to one - 
in-. | 4nd the ſame influence, and the ſame effeQts ; Is this to 
ne} be:endured by reafon.?, Nor can you think that they are 
oy{ -able'to allow anything of chis kind by diflioguiſhing; 
ro |. for 1f rhey ſhould bur tay,that rhe. influence of the Pla- 
nts nets were only general ; or that the leaſt power of Con- 
he (Errrence or oppoſition were to be aſcribed to the Comple- 
al} on: of the Infant : then Farewell their whole Arr. 
ne | +For, the perſumed Certainty thereof doth fo depend up- I 
+ on:;the/ Starrs ; as that ir muſt be wholly deſtroyed, in 
cafe any-reſpe& be. had of the individual Conſtitution of '2 


= 2the Parient, as a [pecial and dererminigg Cauſe, which 

re«þ for the molt paris nor underftogg, and which is fub- | 
be-rd Xt x0: infinite variety, - And you well preceive, that 
WY a6 | Aftrologers 


> The Vanityof Judiciary Aſtrology. | 
Aftrologers require. n 


when he- ifſueth forth from the place, m which he was 
cheriſhed by a ſpecial heat, into the cold Air, orthe Air 


doth happen to a Red-hot Iron, when it is taken out of 
the Fire, and Plunge 


ſhall be alſo granted, that the external Air, aFfeted with 
the Rayes of the Stars, is available ro the changi 


forth befall him; 


His Birch. Let a 'man but ſeriouſly 


thar Honour or Dignity ; heap up 


'xun- over the moſt confiderable Encounters of his m 4 
n 


ire only cwo things, viz. The time of Þ 
the - Nativity, and the Altitude of the Pole, or Lacimde } 
of the Place : and from rheſe two alone they underake - 
to predidt the Infants Fare molt certainly, molt punQue | 
ally. And perhaps it might be graneed, that ar the time |] 
when one is born, the ſame dorh befall him, that doth 


affeed with any other degree of warmth ; as we fee. 


d into cold warer : bur when it - 


Vive os © 4 SDS Ftp ages IGG 4 


On 


of his temperament, and to cauſe thar his life ſhould ' 
be longer, or ſhorter ; yer nothing can be more like a } 
dream, yea more vaine then a dream,then that therefore | 
it is dererminable, how long preciſely ro an hour that |- 
Infant ſhall live, fince according to the care that is after- } 
wards taken of the Child, his life ſhall be longer or fhor. |, 
rer, and more or leſs ſubje& to infirmities ; or what ad- Þ * 
ventures of p_—_ of adverſe fortune (hall thence- I. -: 
ince thoſe depend upon fach future oc- Þ *:: 
cafions, as have no relation at all with the condicion of Þ - 
felfe, how many there are, and have been in the world, Þ © 
"with whom he hath had ro doe in ſome affaire or orher, © 
either direRtly or indireQly, from his Childhood ts this Þ ©; 
preſeat day,in order'to hise diſpatch of ſeveral buifines : F.7 
that he might take this or that Tourney ; acquire this or Þ** 
this of that maſs of } 
>, _ Wealth; fuftain this or thac difhonour, or loſs /;' and fo}: 
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The Vanity 
Þ| then ler him: conſider, Whether thoſe ſo many men of 
diftereve Ages, Complexions, Humours,Conditions, Na- 
4 tions, Counties, (withour all which living ar ſuch times 
4 afd in fuch places,and meeting with him upon ſuch oc- 
- þ cafions, he conld not have effefted ſuch defignes, or | 
\. | met with fuch Events) had any relation at all to his 
* | Nadvicy. Let him, 1'fay, cohfider that, when they could 
« not bur live ac ſuch a time, in ſuch a place; meer him,and 
of | + willing to do theſe or cheſe things for, or againſt himz 
. {| unleſs becauſe others lived before them, are dead, and 
by -did this or that for them, and fo of the relt, ſince the 
Mm Þ Fares of thoſe men alfo depended upon others that went 
"3 + before them from Age to Age upwards, to the begin- 
] 
2 
re 
at 


{ ing of the World ; fo that from thenee'forward all the 
Aucceſſions of men, and all the ſeries of affaires to this 

wy dnp day are to be unravelled; for if all things had not 
| been foas they were, neither had -chofe men lived, with 
ir. | Whom'he bath had co do, nor thoſe Events been, which 
4, | have befallen him, Nor-can our Aftrologers evade this 
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fuch an Event cannot bappen to ſuch a Perſon, unleſs } 
that Perſon be art that time, in ſuch a place in ſuch com- 
py, ypon ſuch an occalion, That I may likewiſe $ 
omit, that Aſtrology mult be confeſſed moſt -yain and }F 
uſelcſs, unleſs it be, able to premoniſh - men of ſingular 
Events, together with the Perſons, occaſions, and other F- 
circumſtances of them : for etherwiſe no man can know | 
when, how, or from whom to expect benefit, 'or detri- 
ment ;. or what he muſt do, to meet his good, promiſed; 
or decline his Evil threatned,” | fo 
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The Moment of an Infants Nattoity, uncertain. 


O perlue the DoAtrine of Aſtrologers, touch- 

| + ing this Omnipotent Moment of an Infants 

| Narvity ; let us obſerve how firict and 
: punQual they are in the inveltigation of it;and 
x this to the end, thar rhey may exaQly know, what point 
of the Ecliprick aſcended ar that time above the Finitor, 
and that beirg fougd out, to.ere&t a Scheam of the po- 

ficion of the Heavens at the ſame: and this done, ac- 
cording to the Planets ocing in ſuch or ſuch Houſes.they FT 

proceed to give judgement of the future accidents of the 

Infant. And indeed, irt.is not withour oopd cauſe, that 
they thus require ſo exact a knowledge of that punCtilio F_ I 
of time ; for fince they direR the ſame to the derermi- Þ /n 

nation of the time of life, (as we ſhall ſee more fully. F - 
| | anon) if chey miſs of it but one half hour,they mult miſs | 
A at leaſt ſeven or eighr Years in their definition of the | d 
| time of life, | | ſl 
| Here 
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E - Here 1 might obje&, how difficult it is to deſigne the 


very. moment of a Childs Nativity; fiace no Child enters 
into the World in one and the ſame moment, but uſual. 


(t moment, or that wherein the Childs Feet come 


. . aWay from the Mother, then muſt the Head have recei. 


yed its fate before the Feet ; if the firſt moment, or that 
in which the Head begins to.come forth,then the Heare, 


' Liyer, Kidneys, and all the reſt of the body remaining 
yet in the Mothers Womb, cannot obrain the ſame 


deſtinie wich the Head : and if the middle moment, or 


_ 
6 — 
% 


| ly ſtayerh many moments iri the Birth. : and if they take 
the la 


that in which the trunck or middle of the Body comes - 


- forth of the Womb, then one extream of the Body hath 
already received its fatal influence, and the other nor. 
If you ſay, that the.influence-is immitted at that inftanc, 


in which the infant firſt moves his Lungs, or Breathes 
(as Cardan will have it, 2 /ib:3. quadrip. cap 2.) then 


you beg - che queſtion, and we may as juſtly fix upon 
the moment of the ſeparation of the Infant, from the 


After-birth, or the cutting of his Navel-ftring, Again, 


you will not beable to tell us, what a mouthfull of air 
\ drawn into the Lungs can do, as to the diſpoſing the 
{ whole body to receive the impreſſion of the whole Se- 
'F ries of Fates, that is then contexed, Beſides, what 


would Cardan ſay, if he heard Phyſicians prove by in- 


FI -vincible reaſons, and frequent Experiments, that. the 
* Infant doth reſpire .in. the Mothers Womb,. fome 
$ /moneths before its Birch ? 

” I might again objeR, chat it ſeems incredible, that - 
when Twins are born (and they are uſually born imme. 
 diately one after the other) the influence of the Stars 
ſhould be ſo ſuddainly changed, as that the Deſtiny of 


one 


I” 


poſition of them maſt be very murh changed in #wo or 


three moments, and conſequently rhe influence «s mach | 
varied : which Nig:4u5 was wont to explain by-the-.. 


turning round of a Porters wheel : then Sr, Angaſtine 


(Reply 5.4e Civitat. Dei. cap, 3) thatthisFigtion will F 
be more fravite, then the earthen Veſſels ' made by the - 
rurnhing of that Whee], will ſerve our turn. + As if A- 'F 
firologers couild ever obſerve all :the differences of (the. 
poſitions of the Heavens ; antſo all the variety .of ime - 


prefſions or effe&s hapning berwixe two ' metnems, io 


otherwiſe than a"Potters 


impulſes diffet each from orher, if either of the Arches 
be compared to a conyetient Circle, © © © | | 


But waviog rheſe Uiſficulties, T come to demand, How 1 
Aſtrologers can attain to wy Feragy not / only of the '} 
almoſt inſenſible intervalls.of time, but even of half an F 


hour over or under the true moment of an Infancs Naci- 
vity.? Por ſometimes they cannor bring their - Conje- 


-Qtures neer the true time, by a whole day ; fone times 
by balfa day, either the nightly half, or the dayly;either 


aforenoon 


one ſhould be nor only different, but perhaps quite con- 1 
trary to that bf che other, * It it be anſwered,” that in | 
| — of the great ſwifrneſs of the Heavens motion, the 
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| neerly ſucceeding each other - when the Celeftial motion, F 
though extternly rapid/in 1c felf, muſt yer'be very flow, | 
in relpe& of mans obſervation of it; nor 'doth- it vary & 
the pefition of the Heavens, bur in ſome ſenſible ſpace of 
time,as petformmuio one c _—_— round only iti 24:hours, F 
heel, which is turned -round F * 
in an imperceptible fpace of time - 'fo that there can be 'FÞ 
tio propattion berwixt the arch of the Heavens,in which F 
the poſitions of two 'iminediately fuccefire moments J 
differ, and the arch of a Wheel, in'which two continent” 


%. < 


TIF 


D_ 


£1 k 299  : 
. F "#7 5 > 
X Sh » a, 
's 


4 4 Eat «. "4 ; hs "if q - 4 5 FG , ; 
ac RT Fe LOT ED oe as --4 7 RIOT! 0 Y ws - Ld Io - 
_ , a , , : ; ”Y 4 
_ FL 4 - > = 
CONES ne Se SH g +» © " ” 
— oF 
Vanity ciary Aſtrology. 97 
Ga rr lar A Cl - —_ aa - _ 
. a= mt 4 _ ""Y 


—— 


aforenoon, or afternoon ; and ſometanes they pitch up- | 


of the molt likely'hour. 1 ſpeak 6f them who account 
by common Clocks; and to trutt to then for preciteneſs; 


is moft-uncertain, as rhe Common Proverb teacherh 


us 5 fince-of ewenty of them - in one Town ſcarce two 
agree together, and-nor'one uſually goes right. Ir would 
be inſufferably tedious ro reckon up al che various 
cdlifes:of Errot' of out Clocks,and Warches ; and as for 


_ Sit dyals and Hour- glafles, of eicher: S2rd or Water, 
' they arediſhked by even. Pro/omre himſelf, who con- 
| <luded ir impoſhbleto arrain the- exactneſs of time 0» 


rherwiſe chan by the -2fro/abe: Now for that, pray 
of a thoutand Nativities cati by Aftrologers, can. you 


- thflance any ore, art the very moment whereof He that 


t66k it, flood ready with an Aſtrolabe in his hand to 


S . compure the hour exactly? And if he did Rand-ready, 

; Whar if the weather were then dark and cloudy, fo that 
& neither Sun, Moon, nor Stars were to be fcen > Whar 
F if the true motjon of the Sun were nor yer known, nor 
F the crue places of the Planets,'as it is now manitett they 
| Were hot known before this our Age > And yet there 
4 Yemains ſomwhar to be amended therein, Wohar if che 


itue Alricude of che Pole be not yet foiind out, as it is 


|. not, bur in very few places ? Whar if men are nor cer- 
$ tain of the Longitude of che Place, or difterence of Me- 
4} fidians ; as there is reaſon to doubt they are-nor? What 
- if there be nor ſufficient care had of the RefraQtions; and 
$ itis well known, that before 77cho no Man conſidered 
them? Whatifthe Afrolabe be too mal, or not exe 
a&Mly framed, and Figured z or . not! made uſe of with 
$ care and preciſenels, than whichnoching is more ordi- 
nary ? Whatif _— an Error in any of thole many 
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punGtilio's requiſice to: an exact Oblervation; as a chou- 
iand to one bur there will. be ſome?!» W hat can. be 
faid of che rudenels 'of the Old © hal/dean Obſervations, 
upon which as upon.the-Principles -and Fundamentals 
the whole Art is. founded ; for (as Sextus Empricus, 
lib. adverſ. Aftrologos, tells us ** When: they were to 
«© obſerve the time of an Infants Nativiry, ane Cha/de- Y 
© an fare wacching inthe top. of -an hill; or other emi- F 
« nent places nor far from the groanitg Chamber, and 
«  atrended to the Srars 3": and another remained below Þ. 
« with the Woman 1n travail. to give the-figne, by ring» |} 
<< ivg a Ketle or Pan, at-theIntiant; of! her delivery; F 
« Which the other takmg, obſerved the' Signe-. of - the 
* Zodiack then Rifing abovethe Horizon; and accord- Þ 
* ingly they gave judgernient of the Infants Fortune:and 6 
<« this if the birth happenedin the Night; bur if in the I ;; 
* Day, then he chac tare upon the bigh-place, obſeryed | | 
*. only the motion of the: Sun. Now. I pray, what þ 
a groſs and imperte& way of taking the. moment of 'the t 
Nativity was this? For-to omit other, corfiderations, F | 
what if the Infant was born in a orcat City, or other -f ] 
d 
P 


Po 


place far from a Hh}? - What if the Air were Cloudy 
and Dark? Wharf no Star of thole in the Signifer, ' 
or ſpace of the Zodiack (as there are more Star-iels, F' d 
than Starry places therein) did ariſe at the time of the | © 
Signe given > What if the brightneſs of Morntog» or | 'f 
Twilight obſcured the Stars? Befidewir is well known, _ 
that They regarded not the . degrees, or minutes of the þ th 
Sienes , bur thoughc it ſufficient to mark. the Signe it | þ 
F- ſelfrhen Riſing. And can you then chink their Obſer- | 
»d vations to have been exat? Sure I am, they were lo Þ- 
E- rude and uncertain, as that they never 'could by them BH, 
f attain 
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attainto the pzediQtion of any'one Etlipleof the: Sun, fo 


as to predetermine the time of it-,-as Diodorws(/ib. 2) 


reporteth, "This confidered, we-rmay -apply [that of 


Manilins (lib. 3.)1to them; + | 
"Nec me Vulgate rationis preterit ord, 

© Qua binas tribuit fi gnus ſureentibas het at, | 
\ Forgheſe were the men,who thought tha the right'and 
Oblique Alſcendenc Signes of the Zodiack did ariſe in 
equal. portions of the Equinodial and fo that it was 
lawfull co progreſs, or regreſs to'the point riſing, from 
the' hour of the Nanvity given; and kippoſed = of 
the Sun, allowing to each fiene two es ; though 
ſome will have more, ſome les, Theſe-alſo were they, 


E who of all the AſpeQts admicced none to be effeRual at 
Y a Nativity,, but only the Diametral, Trine, and Quar« 
. tile; and. never ſo much as named the Sextile; or any 


of the Reſt ; aſcribing moreover tothe Diametral, or 


[ rwo oppoſice ſignes, this propriety,-thatall ſuch as were 
F born in ſuch an AﬀpeR, 4 
' Decreed forthem ; as Geminus(Cap, x. )remembreth, 


ould have- oppoſite Fates 


Now, Conſider wich your ſelf, how ſolid and-congruous 


} pridciples, or fundamencal- rules theſe Chaldeans laid 
down, \for ſucceeding Aſtrologers to build upon : and 
" how certain an Arr that muſt be, which hath no other 


foundation, no other ſupport, but thoſe, - 
To preyent theſe. our ObjeRions, They Anſwer ; 


/ that whea the Axtiſt is not fully cercain of- the time of 


the Nativity to a moment, he may inveſtigate itcither 
of theſe three. wayes. gs 


-- The Firſ# they call Trautina Hermetis, the Scales'of 
> Hermes ; becauſe ſuppoſed-to haye been deriyed- from 


H 2 : that 
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| old method of the Chaldeans, newly mentioned ?- But, 


- thatthrice: Great Man: which Prolomie(inC exrtloquio) 


«ffirmerh in theſe worgs ;' /» quo figno luna fuerjt vem- 
pore Cauceprges.; \ ipſnns,” aut c/us oppoſieum fac Horoſco- 
um in Parts ; therefore examining the time, in-whach 


the Infant ought, according to Nature, to remain mn 


\ "Yo — . , « 
the womb; trom. che time of his Conception, they com- 


te and conclude upon the moment, wherein he 
Laxtu'windcbirn hors. Bur, 1beſfeech you,"do they 
noria this: ſeek'an 'obſcure thing by a more obſcure ? 
For, though they are wholly ignorant ofthe momene pf 


the Conception, yer'they inftirace their divipation of rhe 


moment of the Nativity from rhence;”- But they collect 
the one from the other; as if there were any more 


pleafane begging of a-Principle to be thought upon;or as | 
if there could be agreater certainty of the Conſequent, 


than-chere is of the Antecedent ? And they multiply 
their rules ;- but obſerve, that no man haih hitherto 
panes defined, how much time ought to intercede 


ewixe the Conception, and Birth ofa Child. Be- |. 


fides, Prolomie doth nor fay,that the degree, or minute, 


bur the figne in which the moon is at the time of the ] 
Conception,fhould be the Horoſcope of the Birth ; that | 
-fo the exquilite preciſeneſs may be reduced to the lati- | 


tude of two hours, And doth not this agree with the 


we may as eaſily. refute as ſmice ” at theſe incongruities ; 
fince manifeſt Experience -is repugnant to that Rule of 
Ptolomie, or the Trutina of Hermes, 1 

The $S»cond, they call Animedar, or Almuſcli ; 


\ 


which is Prolomies owne, For, He injoyns his Dib |. 
| Ciples, to look back upon the New, or full-Moon, im-F + - 
mediately preceding the Nativity ; andto obſerve what I 
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Platiet obclineth the ſupreme 2uttibtity id that place, 
wherein the Conjun@ivn, or O fevwr wt. then 
to note what depree of the fighe fuck'a P ane. WAS in, at 
theeſtimared cime'of che Birth ; andieredtifis  Scheanx 
at thar cies ro compare the' numbet' f that degree, wich 
the number of che degtee then Rifihs, and of the middle 
Heayen ;' attd ro which of the rwo it ſhall be nearelf;as 
ro che number of degrees, and equal number is to; be - 
conſtitured in that Cards,  Biitit hath” been. by many 
demonſtrated, chat Experience doth defiroy this way 
alſo; and nothing is'more'manifeft. chan that the whole 
Mcthod is Arbitrary, and a meer FiQtion, or Dream;and 
thatthe ume efimated may be- fo" varied, as that the 
Cardines may be wholly changed-; and: finally every 
man may know, that the Horoſcope is- divers,, in. divers 
Climates, when yet according to the P/acits of 'Prohp- 
mie, the ſame ought'to be raketi, ifrwo Infants be ſup- 
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. opportunely, . 1n the mean time, obſerve, chat Aﬀero--, F + 
zgers cannot make uſe of. this Method, uacill a. good. ! 
rhile afcer the Nativi , When {ome eminent - Accidents. a 
"have befallen the .perſon propoſed. Obſerve allo the, Þ 
Error of the Conſequence, in that they ſuppoſe che mat-. J 
{x ef in diſpute, v:z,, that from the Nativity we may collect 
=" FMErimes of the chiefeſt Accidents to enſue inthe whole 


Ee. TI paſs over other Methods, as that of Meſſabala, J- 


& +> nd others long ſince exploded. | | 


% 


Cnuat. XVI, | 


Their Method of inveſtigating the tame F of Per- | 
,. ſonal. Accidents : and the Fallacies thertaf. 


I Aving fixed upon the Moment of Nativity, 
} drawn the Scheam, and difiributed the Planets 


"& into their ſeyeral Quarters, together with the | + 


" © Part of Fortune, and fomrimes alſo with one |;. 
- ot rwo'of the moſt eminent Fixt Stars;(Befides the Head . | 
atid Tail ofthe Dragon :) They teach us a Method of | 
inveſtigatiogac What times all conſiderable Accidents are |; 
to befalt che Perſon. And this Method is manifold,but |- 
chiefly Four-fold ; Direftion, Revolution, Profettion 
Annual and'Tranſition, OA 
__ The Full, 2x. Direftion is verſed betwixt the two 
poitits.in the Zodiack, takenin the Nativity Scheam, 
of which one is called the Significator,the other the Pro- | 
miſer , "whether they. be Planets, or the Rayes of Pha- 
nets, or AlpeRs, or Cuſp's of Houſes, _ For they . will 
= that the Significator» as if moyeable, doth ſlowly 
proprels to the Promiſer unmoyed;(ſome term that the 
"_ - E of ». 1 6b 4 > & FI % Promiſlor, 
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Promiſſor, which 1 here call -the- Significator 5 and o- 


thers quite contrary - burthat is noc material :) ſo thac 
when the Significaror ſhall ccme and\ſhake hands with 


the Pronuflor-chen,Oh then ? - ſhall be the performance 
- of that Efte&, which was ſo long betore ſignified by the 


one, and promiſed by the ather. But becauſe they are 
wont to. number the Adyar.ce or Progreſs, not in-the 
Zodiack, bur in the Equator, ro which thoſe places are 
re:erred by Circles of Declinacions,;- hence is'it;'that ro 
Dire, is nothirg but to erquire the Arch of the Equa- 
tor, Which is imerjacent berwixt the Sionificator and 


Promiflor, And becauſe they will have the Progreſſion 


to. amount to one Degree in a Year; five minutes ia a -. 


Moneth ; ten: Seconds, in a Day,confiantly : therefore 


| +, that Arch doth eafily point ove, at what me, from the 


Nativity, the Efte& ſought for, will happen. Bur feye- 


+. ral things are DireQed, reſpeRtive to the: variery of 


EffeQs ; as the'Sun, for the ſtare of Life, and digniries ; 


the Moon; for the affetions and paſſions of the Mind ; | 


the Hotoſcope (or firfi Rifing point of the Firtt Houle; 


Which is alfo called the Horoſcope,) for health and pere- ' 
grinations ; the Middle Heaven, tor Friends; the Part. 
1- - of Fortune, for encreaſe or decreaſe of Wealth; and for 
the duration, or period of Life, the ſpecial DireQor' 1s 


the Prorogater, Dominus vite, Pronggrus s the - Emiſſ- 
or, "AptTns (in eArabic, H neeb, and {omrimes Alco= 
choden , And for this, they elect either that Planer,which 
hath more Dignicies, and fewer Nebiliries, in the places 


called Hylegialia, i e. che Fir{t. Tenth, Eleventh. Seventh, 


or Ninch Houſes ; -and eſpecially the Sun, in 'a Diurnal 
.* Geniruce z the Moon, in a NoRurnal-: or if there be 
* - no Planets in thoſe places, then principally the Horoſcope. 
+: H 
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it ſelf. Bur the Emiſlor is Direed || wyas & valgsTur] 
to the IncerfeRtor. or Killer, as to the body of Saiur?, 
or Cars, or to the Malefical beams of each, or to the 
diſpoſition of the Eighth-Heuſe, &c. For thole are the 
Deſtinics, From which chey give judgement of the time - 
of Neath ; allowing ſo many Years ot Life, as they have 
numbred degrees ot the Equator from the Emiflor- to 
the InterfeRor, and ſo many monechs-as there are five 
minutes over and abuve, and to many dayes, as; there 

| tens of 1econds, and fo many hours, as there are . twenty | 
and five thirds, as may be colleQed from what we ſaid | 
evea now. I omit, tha: che DureRion is either Diret, |} 
5, e, tothe Conſequent Signes ; as for the Emiſlor, the 
Horeſcopes the Middle Heaven ; or Converſe, 5. & to 
the Antecedent Signes, as for the Parr of Formune;or Pla- 
net Retrograde. | 

Fhe Revolstion,is nothing elſe, but a new ereRtion of 
conſtitution of the Celeſtial Scheam to that moment, in 
. | Whichhe, Sun. afcer the ſpace of one or more Years, is 
revolved to the ſame poinrof che Zodiack, in which ir 
Was at the momentof che Nativity. For they will have 
it, that from the compariſon of this Celeftial Theme, or 
Poſition, with, the roor,or Naralitious-Scheam of the Ge- 
nicure, is Gignified what is to happen ro the Perſon in 
that Year, which is. begun. In parcicular, if the Hoyo- 
ſcope ofthe Revolution doth reſpeR the Horoſcopeof the 
Root, in a benigne aſpe& ; chen-health and firength of | 
body is ſignified, for that Year : if in a maligne, then | of 
fickneſs. It rhe Planets, in the Revolution, be diſpoſed JÞ. 

' Ina contrary manner, to what they were, in the, Geni- 
ture ; then'ſome notable danger 15 porteaded ; and the 
like, Among the reft, this is worthy our Cy: | 
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rhar.in the Revoiunon, if the Moon come to that place 
where Sa:#7» was in the Root; then the Perſon ſhall 
Marry an'old Withered Crone, and (in alt likely- WE, 
| dei 9 and cuckold her, &c, 
| he Annuall Profetiion is only a certain equal pro- 
reſs, in which both the Cufps of the Houſes, and of 
| Planets, and other places ot the Geniture are con- 
_ go forward woes the Zodiack, by the ſpace 
| of 30 SC ar ;' fo that in the e of 12 
| years complece.the whole gory is run E nd, and 
| }| the lame Progrets again be For they regard 
1 thoſe places, ro which the ev is made, accordin 
J} to this Annual Profeon, in the Theme of the Root . 
> |} and Recording as they obſerve the AſpeRs berwixt 
them, and the place of the Roor'to be pod, or bad, 
Þ they give judgement of Felicity, or Infelicicy, to happen 
- at that time. Andthey defigne both the moneths and 
days; becauſe, the year of ProfeQon being given, they 
ea ly compute the times in which within -the com- 
paſs of that year, the AſpeRs fall our. Moreover, they 
generally ceach, what year ſhall be happy, whar un» 
| Kio, to the Native ; as for example; the ourth year 
e- | ot life muſt be unha , becauſe then the Swag” 2 
comes to the fourth Houſe, which reſpeQerh che 
| toſccpe ina Quartile, and the midle Heaven in an opyo- 
"ſe, TAN hence is it, that they difpure main] _ 
eerning Clim ifterical ears,and ſhew which are 
1 of che feventh years, ted by the Grecians + 
'yp45, by the Arabians eA/fridary : determining che 
dominion of the firſt ſeyen y.cars upan'the Aſooy, the 
Y cond upon Mercury, the third: upon Pers, and fo, 
conſequently, the Deas beginning FG ſoyeraignty 
| again 
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again at the eigh th teptennarie, and chat year being al- 
wayes dangerous, in which che dominion of each: Al- 
by rg or Lord, is changed or devolved upon his im- 


mediate 'fuccefſlor, And this is All the greac miltery of + 


Climatlerical.years, ſo much talked ofjjo much feared, 

| The Tranjitiox is when a Planec paſſeth. by che places 
of the Genirure.; fo as the v0» {tor example) lome- 
times paſleth by the ſame place, in which ſhe was ar the 
time of the Nacivity, ſometimes the place in which Sa- 
:#rn Was ſomtimes that ofthe Horoſcope, lomiimesthe 


place which was Craig to Mars, 7 rine to. Jupiter, 
that ſome. eminent: Changes 


&c,. For they will have, 
are made in theſe Tranſitions ; and therefore they in- 
troduce them, that ſo they may the/more preciſely define 
the rimes of Accidents, For thinking themlelves ſure 
only ofthe Year, or Moveth, wherein any Effe&, good 
or bad, is promiſed, by 'the. DuteRionz they . conlider 
the dayes, in which the good or bad 7rayſtions hap- 
pen, and caſt the Events to come, upon che molt porenc 
of then, | 

And now.you have heard all theſe big words, and 
brave ſuppofitions;pray, what is your opinion of them ? 
If you will give me leave to gueſs, 1 ſhould think you 
hold the whole Art to be a Myſterious Nothing, a Fi- 
fion more vain than vanity it ſelf, | 


For, as for their Dire&:0n; how could ic be, that Þ 


they ſhould inflicute their numeration in the Equator, 


leave the Ecliptick, and the rounds of the Planets, in | 


which they are moved ? Ir is not, becauſe the Equa- 


tor is the meaſure of Time, as one whole revolutioa # : 


thereof makes. a Day ? Bur that DireRion, which they 


call DireR, is computed contrary to the*morion of the. Þ 1 


- Equator : 
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: is reſpondenc to one Year, what grounds have they for 
{ year is made by Nacure : but their diſtinRion.of the Cir- 


| alſo their tubdivifion of each fingle degree, into 60, mit- 


. Proportion is therein this, that one degree ſhall ſerye for 
- one Year ; five minutes, for thirty daies ; ten ſeconds, 


| Tteſpondent ? To ſpeak only of the Degrees; truely if 
the rerm-of mans life, at che longeſt, did extend to 360. 
© Years ; then perchance they might, with correſpond- 


_ every man dying ſooner, doth come of thar preciſe num- 


| and od, and yet each degree muſt anſwer to one whole 
. Year of a mans life, which doth ſeldome amount to a- 


gives his imagination the liberty of the greateſt exrra- 

| Yagancy in Bethlem, Phanly a more. incongruous chi 

+ than this ? Again,how is tt poſſible, thac thatplace in 

$ which a Planer, or AſpeRt was, at the time of the Na- 
- tivity, ſhould ſo long rerainan impreflion then made ? 
Why ſhould ir not effuſe health,or harm, ſooner -or la- 

$ er ? Why ſhould not this impreffion, which is only 
*accidentary, be expunged by other, and perhaps diffe- 

þ FFot impretſions, there ſucceeding ſo many ocher ag 
E., F 0 
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Equator : and as for their aſſumptions chat one degree 


ic? From Nature they could not afſume ic; and the 
cle into 360. parts, rather than into more» or lels; as 
nuees, and ot eyery ſingle miaute-again into 60; ſeconds, 


is meerly Arbitrary,and a meer Artifice, But* what 


for one Whole day? How can thefingle Years, inſcri- 
.bed upoa the ſingle degrees, or the moneths upon ſo ma- 
ny minutes, or the dayes upon ſo. many ſecords, be cor- 


ence to their luppoſition, determine bow much ſhorter 


ber of Years : bur fince the number of degrees is 360. 


bove Davids account, viz. threeſcore and/ten ; what 
becomes of the overplus of degrees ? - Can 'any who 


The ty ef Atrofooy. 
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fo many orher tranfitioos, aimoſt every Day ? And as 
for the Place it felf; whats it bmxa meex Dimenſion, 
fomching fimply refpeRive,' and wholly incapable of 
Adcion ? For whereas they refer the. Energy to the 
Zodiack, or the places therein poffeſſed by the: Planers; 
it is manifeft char chough the Planets cover forte places 
of the Zodiack from our fight, and may therefore be 
fid ro bein chem: yer really the Planers are not itt rhe 
Zodiack, nor can they Yeewos upon it, in reſpe& of the 
immenſe diflance berwixr the Zodiack and chem; any 
tach virrue, as ſhould be afterward. retorted upon' us ; 
and if the Zodiack could refle& any fuch virtue! upon 
us, is there any reafon why it ſhould nor do it at all 
times afwell as ſome, excepr only while thoſe particu- 
hr places of ir are covered by the bodies of the Planets. 
Ang as for their Revolmtson, the' fame may be faid 
of rhar, as of the DireQion ; rhe' condition . of the one 
being as bad, if not worſe than that of che other. For 
what community can chere'be betwixt chat ppint of rtie 
Heavens: which areſe in the Nativity, and that which a- 
xiferh in the time-of the Revolution, fo as to! cauſe that 
the Fates of that Year ſhould depend upon the aſpe& of 


one tothe other > Whar an exquiſke ſenſe here'is, that Þ 


the Larter point, which was of no _concerament at the 
time of the Nativity, ſhould-ar the inftanr of the Revo- 


- lution become ſenſible thereof, and infuſe upon; the For- 


wer, Fknow not wharz virrue, which ſhould afterwards 
affe&an Infant born, and no longer remaining in” che 
fame place'?' T fay, why ſhould ir be ſenfible” off thar 


point, which is mane, or inanimate, and in Which . there 
were ng remains of an impreſfionilefe? © Andithe Theme } 
is wont to be conflirnted'only inthe” Revolutions of the 'F 


. 
”> 


Sun ; 


) 
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{ Sun ; bur why notaſwell inall thoſe of rhe Moon, of 

' Mercury, of of the other Planets ?. Az leaft, why nor 
E inrheReyolucions of borh the Forwnes, and Misfor« 

| . tunes, to Which they aſcrible more power, than to 'the 
 Sunir felf ? 20S | 


| -- Likewiſe; for their Awnual Profettion ; can there be 
any .zeaſon given, why Thir degrees preciſely ſhould 

dw phch Sen How colhig decid yi the : 
DireRion, which (as'we have ſeen ) doth allow no 
[ more than one - degree_ts —_—_— And why is there 
> =. got here allo a reduftion of the Zogdiack ro che E> 
- quator ? Is not the Queſtion here aſwell concerning the 
ll | Time? I ſpeak nothing of the” Senſe'of the Heavens, 
E which mult of neceffity be Rupified ar all other times; 
y and be excited only every twelfth year, in the Natali- | 
tious places, I obſerve only, how pleaſant a thing 

”* their diftriburion of the Alfrid or Annual-Lords, is, 
 fo'thar the Planers imitategreat men, ambitious of the 
” | Madgiſtracy, and muſt raiſe ſedition in Heayen, unleſs 
** Þ} they be admitted to rule by turns. As if the Sun deſerved 
F | not, or were not able to hold the Scepter longer than 

\ Mars ? As if after each fſeventh'year, the Moon were 
tobe brought down almoſt from Heaven, the Virtue of 

: Aercury prevails; and then not only the Moon her- 
wo- ſelf, but the $9» alſo, and the reſt of the Planets, doe 
oY | homage at the throne of Aferomry, and adore him as 
0s | | their Superior ? Beſides,though this be now the Vulgar 
rhe | Policy of the Alfridavij ; yet Prolomiie had another, 
”- Firmicus another, and others another kind of Policicall 
"IC | fucceflive Monarchy among the Planets. For Prolomie 
te 4 © (lib 4. cap. 9. doth not conſigne ſeyen years goverment 
” co each Planet; but four years to the Moon; ten to 

| . Atercnry ? 
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Mercury; eight toVenus; fivereen to Mars ; rwelve 
to | Jupiter ; and what remains of life, untill the hour 
of death, to Saturn. Firmicus confignes the firli ten 
rs. and nine moneths, to the Sum in a diurnal nati- 
vity ; and to the Moons in a noAhraal ; and other termes 
of toveraignty to the others, according to the. order; in 
which they follow the Sun, or Moon, in the Zodiack. 
And'row, I pray take , norice» with what conſtancy: 
thele famous Artiſts deliver their yery Fundamentals' : 
nor. can you demand, upon-what grounds either of them. 
builds his Theory ; for in truth, their Anfwers would 
be moſt childiſh, moſt ridiculous. 75th 
. - Laftlly, for their Tranſitions ; ali I fay of them, is 
only this, that each. of the Planets ought ro be moſt} ex-+ 
2&-in their notice of all the places of the other Planets; 
when any one is born, that ba may know, them again, 
_  Whetythey come to them, and diſtinguiſh the impreflions 
kft on them. For if a Planet ſhonld perform its courſe 
with onqand the ſame equal tenor, and not make inter- 
pun ions ia its way, as it-paſſeth along, and refle& upon 
thoſe marks or memorials : what reaſon can there be, 
why it ſhould as it paſſech that way again, do- ſuch a 
tbing, and no-other, at that point, Bur in caſe any 
thing were begun at the Nativity ; . why ſhould ic con- 
tinue fo long, and nor rather be nulled and oblicerated 
in all that intermediate time ; ſo many Planets paſſing 
by the "ſame Places, and leaving various impreſſions. be- 
hind chem ?.' Bur why dol trifle away my- time upon 
theſe Abſurdiries, theſe Extravagances, whoſe Inventors 
(doubtleſs) laughed atthoſe, that did nor laugh at them? 
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Temes far ſundry affairs, ridiculous. "oy 
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F- $.Exc.1. hould proceed te, the. Examination of 
ITY thoſe Qze/tians, and Eleftions, which Aftrolo- 
.gers profeſs they are, able to /judge” of :. but 
BO® who Joh nor already laugh at their confidenr 
| Pretences,to determine and reſolve a vaſt _ multitude of 
/ /Queltions-.and yery uncertain ones too, concerning even 
the Jeal(t thing in buman affairs ; and' this from Princi- 
4 plesſo vain... For that we, may touch only upon the 
| marter of Marriage, becauſe Venms and the Moon (for- 
| footh) are Feminine Planers ; becauſe the Significator 
T of che Sgventh. Houſe, and the Planer, dwelling therein, 
| are ſuppoſed xo decree ſomwhat or. other, alwayes be- 
| longing co the familiarity of Women : from theſe, and 
- | from. cheir various:mixture of Aſpes;.in thoſe or thoſe 
| Signes, decads of degrees, &c; our Aflrologers under- 
| take ro determine all Queries rouching matrimony and 
{ ſingle life, + As (for inltance) wherher the Native: ſhall 
| be Married or not? Whether he ſhall obrain his 
Miſtreſs with. caſe, or difficulty ? In what year 'of his 
(age he ſhallenter into Wedlock ? Whether he ſhall 
*bave only one Wife, or more, and how many? Whether 
F his wife ſhall be of the ſame Country or an Alian ? 
'V Vhether ſhe ſhall be Fruirfull, or Barren ? Fair, or 
# Deformed * Chaſt, or Gameſome ? Complaiſant, or 
# Contentious > Prodigal, or Frugal ? And a hundred 
other che like petite propoſicions, Hicher may we = 
/--Þ > enat 
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' that whole Book of Firmy/cas, wherein is Anſwered ard 
explained, what kind of Geniture | theirs ought+ to be, 
Who areabandoned to Forrune, or carefully fuckled and 
educated by theit Mothers > who are born Twins, who 
Servants, who Lords, who well fearured and” ſhaped, 
who Maonfters and unhanſome» who. of dogged. and- 
churliſh diſpofitions, wh6 Homicides,whoilliterate, who 
Lawyers, who Phyficians, &c; with a thouſand” other 
the like particulars, whoſe tundaments to\cominethorare, 
would be an endlels ttouble. 1 ſhall fdeR only 'this, 
« If Yenm(faith he) be found in the Houſe; of rernto. 
« ries of cAMars, and Mars in the Houle or "thtricories 
« of Venus; and the Moon polited in her Sights of 
* Houſes-and in the Pull» ſhall behold them'in'a Dia- 
« metral aſpe& : then the Natiyes, being Hhisbandy, 
© ſhall murder their Wives with their own bands. Bur 
why ſo? Is it not becauſe exns defighe's Marriage, 
Mars is the Killing Planets and the Morr, wheeb is 
taken for che Mother of the Family, is lookr upon Mz- 
lienantly by 2Jars ? O admirable Demonſtration 7. 
Again, h determine their Ele{ti»s, for the oppot- 
rune _—_ 10g and diſpatch of all buifineſs, © For abn- 
fing that Experience, by which we are taught, that ac- 
cording to. the Times or Phaſes of the Moon, there is 2 
convenient time for the doing of ſome operationsin Phy- |. 
fick, Chirurgery, Navigation: A oriculture, Gardening, Þ'# 
&c, They have heightned the marter, fo as to' fubjet Þ © 
all other affairs of life to certain opportuaities dependent J'þte 
on fuch or ſuch pofitions of the Heavens, For even cot- Þ the 
cernivg thoſe Arts, they affirm, that a Purge is not to be th 
given to a. patient» While the oor is in Aries, Tawrmf pr 
epricorn ; becauſe thoſe being Signes that. Chew Pr C 
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Gd, the parient will auſcare. and Vomit up che Purge 
'\ Phat a Ship is not to-pur.co Sea when [rs is 

T in the Middle Heaven, . becaule. Mars being che Pacrog 
- of Pyrares, he threatnech the taking and Robbing of the 

; Ship. by-them: +That a Tree is not to be Platiteds un» 
- Þ tes foie Fixc Signegas Taurm, Leo, or- - Aquarim, be 
, aſceriding : leait it be foon pluckr-up agains or deſtroy» 
6d. "And as concerning ocher affairs 3 if you would 
| have (pain? an'Infanc curfed up renderly and-deli- 
- ately; then pur him-to fuck firſt, -when. ſome Human 
| Sighe afcends; if you would have him love .Fleſh well, 
| and be firong, hen ler Leo be aſcendene ; --:if - Fiſh," and 
| fit to make a Cappuchine, or Carthuſian, then let Cam 
cr, Piſcecs or the - rail of Capricorn be aſcendent ; if 
is, | Fruics; agd Herbs, andfo fic to make a Pythagorean, 
Ju & then ler the head Capricorn, Aries, or T amrus be afcehs 


oe, | dent. When you would put;your ſon to School; 'be 


; bs | fre char More behold the cncteafing Moon with a 
lz- | benigne aſpect, hen-you Would make an addreſs co 

\, [i Prnce, 9s carefull that te Moon be-canfotiaced with 

ot. | the San, ot Lord:: of the: Feath Houſes ina Sexnie,or 
brn- | Irine atþ<R. When you would -go-2 Hunting,choole 2 
ac” | Moveable Signe for che Aſccndenr, and let no » Planer be 
Recroprade either 1 rtbat Signez or in. any; other Angle. 
When you put on new- Cloaths, let a Moveable Signe 
| Ucerd; arid ter not the.Moon bein a Fix: ;_ leaſt your 
{| Cloaths laſt longer chan ſtands with the growth of your 
Þody, ot the dignity of your Rare. With a- thouſand 
ME ke trivial Nicenes; which I am afhained to. repeat, 

Dus I canfior conreals with what prodigious Vanity they 
feſcribe the opportunity of laying the fotindacions of 


[Capes For, from the moment, wherein the Firſt ſtone 
I is 


— 
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is layd, hey fore-rell the Faces not only of che 'Ciry it; 
felf, but alfo of the Inbabirants ; as that Tarrslins Fir- 
mans, who (as Cicero relates, in 2. de Divination.)de- } 


rived the Birth day of Rowe from thoſe Palilia ( She- 


pheards Feaſt toſtirured in honour of the Goddeſs Pali, | 


ſuppoſed  to- preferve. their Fiocks fron Wolves) in 
which the foundation of iewas firſt layd by Romwlns : 
and aid that the City was born, when the Moon was in 
Taxru, and he doubted nor to predict the Fate thereof. 
Solinus (cap. 2) addeththie reſt of the face of Heayen,or 
diſpoſition of the Planers3 though how skilfully, you 
may gueſs from hence, that he placeth the Sun in - T @«- 


rus, and Mercury in Scorpio, when the Sun and Mercy 
ry can never'be a whole Signe diſtant each from. other, 
But O fooliſh Thou, if thou demand what point of the | 


Heavens aſcending thou maylt make the: os ! For 


what moment can you ſuppoſe to be the Firlt of a grow- 
ing City-? Thar wherein the Timber is felld, and the | 


Stones taken out of the Quarrie ? ®Thaz wherein the 
trench for the: Walls is firſt deſcribed with a line ? That 


wherein the ground is firſt broken up ?./ Or that, in. 
Which the fir{t Stone is laid ? -  Befides how comes i, | 


that the Defſtinies'of the Nation, or Colopy ſhould be 


ſo conneRed to theſe things and aQions; as that the As | - 
ſtrologer ſhould be able to fore-know them. -- 1 ſay no- I 
thing of that EleRion of times, which they preſcribe to |. 
be obſeryed in the making of Seals, Images, Figures, | 
Gamatiyes, and the like repreſencations, which they call J 
Taliſmans : becauſe it is obviews, that no diſtraced} 
Phanſy could ever have imagined any thing more vain, | 
more fooliſh.; and it 15 irkſome to me coinfiſt long up*} 


on ſuch Chimera's,which only to know, is to refute, 
, ; C H AP, 
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Cnare. XVIII, De 
| Their Plca of Antiquity, Authority, Reaſon, and 


| - Experience, or Obſervation. 
* Aving now examined moſt of Aftrologers Funda-. 


R &A mentals in particular; let us hear cheir Plea for 
F | their Artin General. MOLERY 


In the Firſt vlace, They Urge'the Antiquity of it,and 


n deduce itfrom very Ancienr' Authors. They cite in | 
m_O defence the old Bebylonians and Chaldeans, a- 
u- | Pong whom Beroſice was one, to Whom the Arbenians, 
" $ in reſpeR of his many prediRions, creed a Statue with 
ve | ©. Golden Tongue, in their publick 'Schools, as Pliny 
or "(4b. 7. cap. 37.) relateth - as alſo the Erhioprans, and 
w. © ©27P14ans, among whom were Petoſyris, Necepſos, Her- 


j- #45 and that great man Prolomie, who after his prodi. 
the |  $1ous labours in the inftauration of Aſtronomy, cultiva. 
hat ted Aſtrology allo; ina particular Book, which they call 
| his Qadripariite Work. - _- ; | 

} - Tn the Second, they alleadge Reſon ;. and particu- 
be | Jarly thac that admirable magaitude, multitude, pulchri- 
As "rude, and variety of Heayenly bodies caanor ſerve to no 
1+ other end or purpoſe at all, bur to be gazed upon. Thar 
* che Connexion of the infetior World to the ſuperior, fo 
as that it deriveth irs virtues and force of aQivity from 
- thence, is ſenfibly manifelt. That the Efficacy of the 
> Sun and Mqon upon all ſublucaries, is generally con- 


% 


'fefſed : and that other Stars both Erratique and Fixt 


s * 


war ,ought likewiſe tO be allowed to have their peculiar Fa- 
> \* Þ cultics, ſuch as cauſe more admirable EffeRts, 'than can 
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| | be referred to them meetly as Lunuvaries. Thar from 
the various politions of the Moon with the Sun; the 
temper and conliuucion.,of lublunary. things is dayly 
changed ; 'and therefore, from the various configurations 
of the other Planets and Stars, there muſt ariſe a great 
variety:of vircues andeffe&ts, which being  acknowledg- | 
ed by Shepheards,, Plowmen, and Marriners, cannot Þ 
but be berter known to Aſtrologers, who fearch - more - } 

_ profoundly into their, natures; , That. the 'Heavens, as 
all mcn allow, are the. Calle. of Heats,. Colds, and all 
Changes happening-in the Air ; and therefore» they 
muf} cauſe likewife Barrenneſs, Fruitfullneſs, diteaſes.and 
all aie&ions nor only.of mens bodies, bur alſo of their |] 
Minds, which tollow the,cemper of their bodies ; and -- 
ſo be the Cauſers of their Loves. Marriages and Chil « 
den:; of their Animoſities, Quarrels, Wars,” Slaugh- 
ters, &c. Again, that the wonderfull' variety of in. 
genic, Studies, Habirs, manners, among ſeveral nations, 
and ſeyeral periong of the. ſame nation ;, can haye no o-. 
ther origine, or diſpoſition, but what; proceeds from a, | 
ſuperior Cauſe, 7, 'e, the. Heayenly influences. . Laftly | 

_ that'che Fates of men, being ſo. diverſe, 10. unexpected, 
and many Times ſo undeſeryed,; cannot be. referred. to. . 

_ any buta Celeltial Caule ; as Firmicus confirmeth by a 

long ſeries of Examples, and . {arilizs, ſings in theſe 


< - Lacs 
and other verſes, 


Fata quog,, & vitas homimems ſuſpendit ab eAftris, 
_ Summas.opernm parteis, que lucis honovem, 
44 famam aſſererent, KC. | 


1 
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© _ Inthe; Third, they cake fanQuuary in. Obſervation and & 
Experience, For, (lay they) though we be ignorant [ 
of, 
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I FT of, aud cannot inveſtigate che true cauſe of ſome Effedts ; 


y<; we are not theretore to conclude, that either thoſe 
feces doe not happen, or that from che exaR obſerya- 
tion of many of them an Art may not be framed.Other. 


# wile, it might be ſaid, that the Loadltone hach not that 
|. VYirwe of arira&ting:/ iron, and direQting to the Poles, 


which our ſences aflute us/it hath ; or chat the Art of 
Navigation canaot confilt of the obleryation of magneti- 
call effects : becatiſe no rnan can give a good cauſe or 
reaſon for the. demonſtratioa of thoſe admirable Pro- 
prieties of the Loaditone. By .equal reaſon, though 


| we cannot rH rings. ſuch or ſuch eftes ſhould 


enſue upon ſuch or ſuch poſitions of the Heavens, which 
we arc able to predic ; yet iris ufficient, that many 


F the like obſervations have been made of the like effes 
_ following upon the like potitions, fo that an Art may be 


thereupon erected, according to which it may be pre- 
diced, that when ſuch poſitions-happen aganm, the like 
effets will follow upon them, They proycd, and 
affirme, that this Art is confirmed by fo many and cer- 


-. tain Experiments, as: that it can be no longer indubi- 


tated. And here might be cited ' many Famous Pre- 


"ditions made by Chaldeans to Alexander, Antigonus, 


and other Ancients-; but that thoſe which were deli- 


' vered concerning Auguſins, and other Roman Em- 
perours, ſcund more loud in the mouth of Fame. 


' For of Amngnſtns it is reported by Swetonins, that 


-P; Nigidins, baving found the - hour of his Nativity, 


afhirmed that he was born to-be Lord of the whole 


:Earth : and that Theogenes, enquiring into the Poſition 
-of che Heavens at his Birth, leaped for joy, and adored 
-+bim, as one that ſhould be a mighty Prince. 


I'3 Of 
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O: / ber 1445 1118 well known, that Scribonins Pro- 
mited glorious things, while he was yer in his Cradle, 
and that che time would come. when he ſhould obtain 
the Soveraigaty of the World. TE 

Of Caligula, thar Sulla the Mathematician, being 
demanded what. his fortune ſhould be, according to his 
Geniture, anſwered him» that his death was neer, at 
hand,and ineviiable | 

Of Nero, it was foretold that be ſhould be ficlt Em- 
perour, and then a Matricide, Butabove all, the ory 
of Domitian, is molt memorable. Fer laith Swerontns, 


' he was never {o much moved with any accident, as With 


the anſwer and misfortune of Afcle:arion che Mathe- 
matician, For being brought before Domitian, and con- 
fidently avowing the PrediRions, that he' disfuſed, as | 

deduced from the miſteries of his Art; Domitian ask- | 
ed him, what ſhould be his own end? To which he 


- returned, that he was certain he ſhould be ere long torn 


in pieces by Dogos. Domittan, to refute this prediction, 
commanded him to beinftantly ſlain, and buried: where- 
_ he was accordingly killed upon the place;and cari- 

ed to be burned, But as the fire was kindliag,under, the 
Rogues, there ſuddainly fell ſo Prodigious a ſhower of 
raine, as extinguiſhed the fire, and drove away all that 
aſſiited atthe funeral : and inftancly there came thicher 
a multitude of Doggs, and plucked: downe the dead 
Body from the pile of wood, tore it in pieces. 

To recite more ,examples in Antient times, is ſuper- 
fluous; for even in our dayes, eyery man heares of ſome 
eminent Adventure or other, thar fell out, according as 
it was predited by Aftrologers. . But we cannot omitt 
what they have obleryed to befall ſome notable _— 

an 
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| and contemners -of their Art, | For, of Plotinns, it is 
recorded hy Firmicus (lib 1. cap, 3. ) thathe, who 
- laughedar the rules and. prediQtions of Aftrologers, pe- 


riſhed by a moſt lamentable death -: adding theſe 


words; And ſo he felt the power of Fate, and ſuffered 
that end, which the fiery judgements of the ſtars had 


decreed for him : and being deſtroyed by the bitterneſs, 
of that ſickneſs, he taught all men, by his own ſad ex- 


ample, not by hiberty of ſpeech, that the force, and power 


of the fates can by no meanes be comemned, . And Gau- 
ricus ſpeaking of Joh, Picus Mirandula, Who in twelye 


Books invaded and derided Aftrologers ; fayth, that he 


died inmaturely in the 32. year of his age, from the 
DiceRion of his Horoſcope to the body of Mars, as 
had been preciſely fore-rold him by ſome. very learned 


"Aſtrologers : adding withall, that he wrote againſt 


Aſtrology, in a paſſion of anger, becaute three Gereth- 


liacks had predicted, that he ſhould die before the fix 
and thirtieth year of his life. And this is the ſum of 


their main Plea, 


CHaye. XIX. 


Their Pretence of Antiquity and Antient Au- 
thors, confuted. 


we down-right deny. it, both in reſpe& of 
what we have already faid,touching the Anti- 
quity of Celeſtial Obſervations; and of the 
memorials of Sixzplicins, Who writes that ( alliſthenes, 
eaquiring of the Cha/deers concerning the Antiquity of 
ot Fw FE their 


N Ow, as for the great Antiquity they boaſt of; 


—" —"— 
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Bur ſhould we oranc Aftrolo 
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cheir Nation. they -could not produce any records of + || 


more :1129 a thouland nige hupdied and three years, 
from cheu original, down tothe caking of Baby/ox by. 
Al: xander the Great, as allo the teftimony Pravorings 
(in Ageliins, lib. 14. cap.1.) Diſciplinam iftam Chat 


deorym tan'e vetuſtatis non eſſe, quante videri volunt; . 


veg; eos Prinicipes ejus, Auttoreſq; eſſe quos ipſi ferwnt, 
oy to beas Ancient as they 
would have-it; it could nor be denied, that among pour 
Morrals. no Evil hath been more ancient, than Vaniry, 
Foeliſhnels, Credulity; In all Agrs from the beginning 
of the World, men have been greedy of knowing things 
tro come; in;all Ages there have been Impoſtors, who. 


- complying with that humor of Curioliry, have pretended 


to the knowledge of Future ſucceſſes, that ſo they might 
acquire the reputation ot (i:gular. witedow, and. procure 


_ gain to themſelves by the Credulity of others. And 


this even Piolomic himſelf (4b, 1. cap. 2.) infinuateth ; 
and Phavorms openly contends,that Aſtrology was in« 
vented upon no other occaſion, or grounds. Fis Words 
are to this purpoſe. That a ſordid ard beggerly ſort of 
fellows, ſceking to relieve their wants by lies, and cun- 
ing, impoſt ures invented thoſe Cheats and ſpecions kracks 
of eAſtrology ; and that the ſame perſons, Obſcruing 


| that ſome ſublunary bodies were moved. by the infiux of 


ſome, Celeſtiat ones,as the Sea, which attends the Moon 
in her encreaſe and decreaſe of light, and hath its loweſt 
ebs, when the Mon ts leaſt illuminate ; tock, advan- 
tage from thence to perſwade- mens that all occurences 
here below, from the leaſt ro the moſt conſiderable, were 
ordained and governed'by the Stars, And What won- 


der, if thoſe whofirſtpropoke to enrich themſelves by | 


Divination, 
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| thar the Altral obfervations made by t 


| yet amone 
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Diyuoarion, tarnered their Art upon the Heavehs ; con- 
fidering chac'ho Cloak could better diſguite their fallacy, 
than ciar ſplendid one. ejpecially among people igno- -* 
rant of Celeſtial matters ; as may be interred from what 
we toucht upon afore? TI will not” here repeat thoſe - 
ſundry Arguments, I have formerly 7 a to evince 
ie ( baldeans 
couid nor be exa&t z and that the whole Hodg-podge of 
their Placits and Rules and Aphoriſmes were molt un- 
jultly referred to che Stars, when 1ndeed they properly 
belong to Brain-fick Coxcombs. Only I obſerve this, 
that from the Time Aſtrology came 'to be known as 
mong the Grcczans, though ir found many Admirers. a+ . 


- mong che Common People (who were then, as now, 


hoct 1n the purſuit of Novelties, and ſpecious vanities) 

& Judicious Men and Philoſophers it mert 
with nothing but Contempt and-Derifion ? Unleſs you 
ap to except the Stoicks who held even Dreams to 
be true. And thar they may no longer glory ja that com- 
mon objection that Altrology was never ' derided but 


by unckijtull and illiterate. perfons; I ſhall alleadge this 


Þ texc of {zcero (2. de. Drvinatione) Eudoxms, an Audi- 


wy 


ly 


tor of Plaro,and according to the judgement of the moſt 


| earned men.the Prince of Aſtronomers, hath left his o. 
Pinion in Writing, ' + Thatno credic is ro be. given to 


C haldeans in their prediQions of mens fortunes from 
« the time of their Nativity,  Panetm nameth alſo 
* Archelaus, and Caſſunder, the molt eminent Aſtro- 
®* logers of his age, who' though they excelled in all 
& other parts of the Celeſtial Science yet neyer deſcend- . 
* ed 16 much below the dignity either of their Art, of 
* rheic- judgement, as to uſe the Gererhliacal part " ” 

n 
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TT” iq And Scylax Haticarnaſſewe 2 familiar friend to P a- 


« xetin4,excellent in Aſtrology, and a moſt: prudent 
«& Goyernour of his City, repudiated this whole Chal- 
« daical Knack of prediting mens Future Fates. And 
thus {#cero.; who you ſeecitech no man unskilfull in 
Aſtrolosy. Nor indeed can any men fo well reject this 
Art, as the moſt knowing ia Celeſtial matters - becauſe 
What others admire as great, and ſacred mylteries,theſe 
diſcoyer to be only Childiſh deluſions, and ablucd FiRi- 
ons. And therefore it isno wonder, if every genuine 
ſon of {raniz, who ſpeculates the Heavens themſelves, 
and doth nor 4cquieſle in the Ephemer:ides of Aſtrole- 
gers, cannot bur look upon this Genethliacal Art, as 
Vain and contemprtible. 

Bur. what ſhali we fay to their allegation of rhe 
Authority of chat great Man Prolomie ? * Why truly 
this ; that no man can be ignorant, that that Ops Qua- 
Aripartitum, of which they ſo much boalt is ſubdilitious; 
as long after his death fatheced upon him, in reſpe& of 
his admirable skill in Aſtronomy. For every judicious 


man that reads both works, may ſoon perceive another - 


Genius in the Opus Quadripartitum, than what is in his 
Almageſt, or Great Compoſition, Fox fince in his Pre- 
face to his Almageſ, he profeſieth,. that he undertook 
the explication of the - athemariques, becauſe in them 
there is:contained certain and nndoubted ſcience ; and 
negleRed both Theological, and Philoſophical Speculati- 
ons, becauſe both. of them are rather ConjeQural, than 
Demonſtrative ; the Former ia teſpeR of the incompre- 
henſble nacure of Divine things, the Latter, in reſpe& of 
the inſtability of the ſubjeR, and variety of Mens opini- 


ops concerning it : haying made this profeſſion, I ſay, is 


j( 
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'more readily : but the truth is, he only congeſted toge- 
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ir probable that He ſhould afterward fo much diſhonour 
himltelf, as to imbrace, aſſert, and patronize an Arr, 


_ Which is far more uncertain and conjeRural, than euher 


T heology, or Phyloſophy can be thought to be ? - Inthe 
Pnideparie Yd le is indeed - notable Proemical 
dilcourte ; but ſuch as dwindles away into nothing in 
the end, like that picture of a Mans Head fer on a Horſes 
neck, or a Woman with a fair face, and Fiſhes tail, 
Again, ſuppoſing;Prolomie to have been the true Author 
of that Qu«dripartite work, containing the Inſtitutions, 
or rather the whole of Aſtrology ; nay more, that he 
wrote it (erioufly,and upon ane. confiderations, and not 
only to exerciſe his witt, in reducing to order and me- 
thod che ſcattered notions and Placits of others ; which 
certainly is as much as our Aftrologers can defire us to 
grant ; yernevercheleſs,ic doth not follow that the Au- 
thoricy of any one (ingle perſon-is ſufficient to juſtify an 


| Uureaſonable Art, Ilay, an Unreaſonable Art; be- 


cauſe either here is no Reaſon ar all given of any of its 


| Aphoriſnes and Poſitions ; or if there be (as ſomtimes 


there is) it is fuch as cannotdeſerve to be called reaton ; 
ſuch as that (for inftance) which the Author of that 
work gives (1:6. x, cap, 13.) for the diſtin&tion of che 


Signes into Maſculine and Feminine. Further, if he 


had profeſied that he had proved and allowed of all thar 


© he there delivers ; then perhaps the gravity of fo grear 


a man might have inclined us to yeeld our affent the 


ther what he had received, partly in wricing, partly by 


'rtradition» from the Ancient Chaldeans, and Egyprians ; 
' admitting many things, and rejeting as many (as touch- 
* ing the matter of the Celeſtial Fines, or Bounds, /i6 1, 


| cap. 21.) 


- 
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 $6aſon to ſupporc them, every man thought himieif to 


| fomie: as if the Aftrology of Prolomie had not bin I 


ſweerten the matter, all of 'them did nor- write Im-" 


cap. 21.) which he doth nor fortify wich either reaton or 
experience, This conſidered, ir-is no. wonder, if the 
Altrologers lucceedino him. did: not approve” his. Do. 
tine in all things: © becaute where his poſitions wanted 


have as-much rightto reje&t, or introduce whatſoever 
pleaſed him, as he had ; which wag the caule of fo 
many and fo great innovationsAn the Arc. And there- 
fore the witty (ardar, that he might vindicate the A- 
ſtrolooy of Prolomic, condemns {they are his own 
words) that inmmerable multitude of Knaves, who 
corrupted" and defiled the Art; fa at that not fo much 
as any tratt or ſigue of it remained undefaced, For ſo q 
many Albumazars, eAbenragels, Altabitzij, Abuba- j 
ters, Zaheles, Meſſabalacuſjes, Bethenes, Firmicnſes, 
KH Boni Gem, have fince ſophiſticated the: An- 
cient T heory, that what.cau remain entire after ſo many 
Impoſtors, ſo many Trifles > ] lay Cardan the Witty ; 
for 1 cannot ſay the Judicionss as to his : ſuppoſition of | þ 
the Arts being pure and reaſonable in the dayes of Pro- | 


taken out of other former Authors of the ſame rank'; as | 
if Caydan himlelf, who foiſted in ſo many things of his 
own head, did nor deferve the tame CharaRter, he gives | x, 
of the cher [nnovators :- as if we might nor, to his lift Þ| £, 
of Knaves and Impoſtors, add allo fo - mary Cerdays, |; 
Schoneruſes, G aurtcuſes, Junttinuſes, Leovitinſes, Kan- fe 
zovieſcs, Pezliuſes, Orrpannſes,and others of the ſame | 
Fribe : as if that Artiſt, who calls his tellow-profeflors, 

Impctors, were nor an Impoſtor.-himſelf z as if all of 
rhem put rogether were not Impolſtors z or that I may Þþ| 8 


poſtures, FF . 
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Þ poſtures, -For chus I think firt to ſweeten the phraſe fr 
their ſakes, who were of too candid'mijnds;:to Wrire with 
purpoſe to dehude' others ; though of ſb ſutiple and good, 


"minds, as not to luſpe& chat others rote on purpole to 
delude them, | | ; 


8; _-CHar. XR... 
Their Pretence to Reaſon, excluded.” : IP 


H Ow little of Reaſon can be urged; in defies! &f 
Alirolony: may well a pens From L.,4 man 
and confiderable reaſons, char} haye' bro 
| it, fevetal of che precedent diſcourſes, Abd leſs I 
conceive m ſelf og, in avoydance of tedious repe- 
fitions, in this place ro examine only that, C onſramences 
-of Clue, buit pony They boaſt themſetyes able to 
; | fage the particular Events of things. For if all Lees 
F Alum tions, Were granced as fully and amply as they 
- | can'defire ; yet it would be watthily queſtionable by 
na | what right of Conſequence: they come to inferr what 
Ss [| they fo confidently conclude” upon? © © © 
Lot Firſt, thoſe mary great and Inminoqs bodies in the 
S Firmament , or Etherial ſpaces, ate not aftleſt ant idle + Fi 
& | foraſmuch a they afford\.1 their light, comfort wal 
'; | cheriſh ma by their warmth, and may {rv among thems- 
- | ſelves to that further end, which the infinite wiſedom 
e - | mended at their [Yeariah bur Becauſe t ey baye ſome 
Adiivity, i is there a neceſſity that aQivyi ty mitt be ſuch 
as Aſtrologers preſume, and cheit Effects ſuch, as They 
'y ered to fore-know and fore-tell ? Whatſoever w 
AQton of the Stirs be, it muſt be; as we ſaid afore, only 
General ; 


be et RS. 
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General ; nor can any fingular Effe& be produced 
thereby, unleſs as it concurreth with the ation of ſome 
fagular Cauſe. And therefore, that ir may be known, 
what any ſingular Effe&t will be; itis to no purpoſe to 
know what that General a&tion of the Stars is, unleſs 
that ſingular aQtion, and particular diſpoſition, which de- 
termineth the Effect to be ſo, or fo, or cauſerh' it to ob- 
rain ſuch a condition of ſingulariry, be equally known. 
Wherefore it is not to be inquired of the Stars, why an 
Infant is born Rirong, or weak, of a ſweet and mild di- 
ſpoſition, or of, a Holerick and harſh, but colleted 
from the Complexion of his Parents, from the good or 
evil condition of their ſeed, from their dicr, courſe of 
life, and the like. Nor are we to ay, that fuch an In- 
fant was born infeAed wich a foul and contagious di- 
 ſeaſe, becauſe the Sixth Houſe was his Horoſcope ; but 
becauſe, his Mothers Lower Houſe was impure and in- 
feious. Nor; that ſuch a man was killed by a Canon 
ſhot, becauſe his Horoſcope was dire& to a Quartzle of 
Saturn ; but becauſe che Gunner had leyelled and. diſ- 
charged his picece direRly againſt him. Nor when a 
mans ſlain with a Sword, is Aars,or any ſecret Ma- 
benity of che Stars ruling at his Nactivity, to be accuſed 
of his deach ; but the Thief, Souldier, or other porion, 
who is the. true | dyalgelus } _ Homicide: and lo of 0. 
ther Accidents. | | | 
Secondly,we deny not but there is acertain Connexi- - 
on of thus our inferior World with the ſuperior ; and that 
ſome evolument doth rebound to ua from thence : burtic 
doth not follow, that therefore the inferior World hath - 
all its, Effes from the'ſuperior , that it hath no virtues, |. 
go.power of ating of its own; that, here below is no 
| Primary, 


| 


| Primary, true and geauine Agent, but all Inſtrymentary; 
that whatſoever is done by ſublunary AQtives and Pa- 
_ flives, is the ſole and immediate effe of the Heavens, 
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as a Cauſe that doth command, execute, and reſtrain 
all other Cauſes only to ſuch or ſuch an efficacy inevi- 
table, | 

- Thirdly, we deny not, but the Sun and Moon have 


ſtrong operations, and do many things by - the virtue of 


their Rayes : but.it doth not follow, that therefore the 
Planecs and Fixt Stars muſt be theit Competitors ar 
leaſt, if not their ſuperiors, in the honour of this energy, 
How can ir be proved thar as the Hear of the year is to 
be referred to the Sun, the Fulzeſs of Shel-fiſh to the 
Moon ; ſo ſome ſpecial efteA ought to be referred to J- 


 piter, or rather to him, than to Mars, or Venm, yea 
"than to the. Sw», or Moon? Obſervation teacheth, that 


when the Moon,is in ConjunRtien with the Sun, the 
marrow in the bones of Animals. is diminiſhed : bur, 


- doth Obſeryation teach, that any ſuch 'effe& follows 
when Mars, Ven, or other Planer is in ConjuaRtion 


with che Sun, or Moon, or other Planer ? 
Fourthly, Attrologers boaſt, that chey have more 
Knowledge of («leſtial Operations, than Plow-men,ſhep= 


- beards, Mariners, or the hke Jlliterare Perſons can 
| bave : when yet itis well known they do not obſerve 


the Stars motions, as thoſe Plain and honelt men doe, 
in che open Air, but being ſhut: up in cheir cloſets, make 
their Calculations out of Ephemerides, or Almanacks, 
by the light of a {mall Candle, and unleſs it be the Sun 


'and Moon, know neicher Planer nor Fixt Stars in the 
4 whele Heavens. Bur, when they turn over their Ephe- 
Pp merides,can they have a more exat knowledge of Ce- 
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keftial matters, thad thoſe who look only upon the Stats 
and Planets theniſelyes ? If fo, how have they remark- 


&d what, Saturn doth, whea Progrefſing beyond the Sun 


he is covered by the body thereof ? How his beams 


haye paſled through the whole great body of che Sun, . 


that ſo they might arive in full virtue at che Earth, and 


affc& the body of an infant entering idto the world ? By 


what note of diſtinQion have they known that Serurns 
and no. other Cauſe, introduced ' ſuch or ſuch an 
impreſſion. I. 

 eAgainyit is confeſſed, that Heat doth ariſe from 
the Celeſtial rayes of light ; but ir is no good conſe- 
quence, that therefore there is no Heat in che Earth, bur 
that Which comes from: thoſe rayes, Cold alfo ariſeth 
. from the abſence of the Sun ; bi it followes not. that 
therefore there is no cauſe of Cold inherent in the Earth, 
which may diffuſe it lcife throwgh the Air, and oyer- 
powe: the weaker heat of che Sun. 

' Barrenneſs alſo, and Epidemical Diſeaſes arens any 
times Didnced by two much Cold, or Heat, or other 


affetHons of the Air; butthe Cauſe of thoſe AﬀeRtions -* I 


ariſe from the yery Earth; and if chey were not known, 


nor the ſeaſons of the ya when they uſually cake their - 


| Wrns of Predominion ih the Air, could we divine, by 
any Celeſtial inſpeion, or how, or when they would 
mil-affect us, The AﬀeRions of che Air, we confeſs, 
work ſomthing not only upon the termper of the body, 
but alſo upon the mind ir ſelfe, by the interceſſion of the 
temperameat - but the main buſineſs is ro be able to 
forcknow, when the Air will be ſo or ſo qualified ; of 


what .parcicular temper a man muſt be, in order to his & 
being moved and altered by ſuch an affeRion ; upon 
what 
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| 'whar 'occafion. he ſhall "be at thartime in/ tuck or fuck. Es, 
' 2 place, where the Air is fo miſ-affeed-, neither 'of | 
'& which, 1 am ture, can he learned From the Rules of 
Furthermore, weidery not but. 4 9:4” may be, accord- 
| FT ing tokir individual temperament, move diſpoſed" to 
1 - Þ Love, marriage, and procreation of Children than '9 
F 
1 


' Continence, Single life, or barrenneſs  but'the Difficul- 
 tyis, how to fore-tell what his individyat temperament 
wil! be, and what occaſions he ſhalt” meet with ro ine 
+ | duce him to love this or thar Woman; rather chan an 
F orher, in this or that year ot his life, rather than ſooner 
r | or later;'and what inducements that Woman ſhall. 
, } meer with eitherto accept, or refufe him 'for her Huge 
't {| band; and whether chey ſhall have ifſue, or not, 8c, 
» Likewiſe, a mans complexion may be ach, as to diſpoſe 
7 } him to Anger, Quarrels, and'a Soldiers life - but who 
can fore- tell what occahons of Anger, Quarreling; 'or 


y Fighting he ſhall meet with, at ſuch or ſuch times of his 
y 7 life; whether he ſhall hearken to the diftates of his own, 
1s -/. |; or friends prudence, and decline the danger, or not; 
a, whether he ſhall be victor, or nor; whether ſickneſs, 
ir - | impriſonment, or other accidents ſhall hinder him from 
y ping co the Wars, or not; © whether his wounds ſhall 
14 | bein ſuch aplace. or mortal or not ? | 

s, |. Liftly, we deny not; bat rhe Studies, Succeſſes, Fates 


y, of Men,are Vartons'; but the Riddle is, how we ſhould 
ne | know that God hath ſiſpended'rheir Studies, Succeſſes, 
and Fates upon the ' Stars, and not rather upon other 


£0 
of {| Cauſes,which for the moſt part are exfily known, and as 
is | cafily pointed out : though we never know them till 


1 after the Events, and ſo, in refpe& of our ignorance, 
| may 


_—— 
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may be ſaid to; work by-chance or /accident,, But in | 


the Heavens we can' find no*'fuch' probable Cauſes for 


- ſuch Events - and indeed irdeems meer fooliſhneſs, and. | ; 
unjultfiable raſhnels, co ſuppoſe chele petty affairs to be | 


_ ſoimportantaad conſiderable, as that God- ſhould. um- 
ole the care.of them upon the Stars, or that their SUc- 
ceſſes. ſhould depend upon none but ſuch great and 
nbble Caules; .- Phavorinus (apud Gellium) judgerh It 
ta be meer madneſs for usto imagine, that becguſe the 
Tides. of the Sea agree with the conrſe of the Moon, 
therefore the trivial contention of a Man with hu 
N, eighbour about ſome ſmal Water-conrſs, or ſome Bank 
tying. in common betwixt them, ſhuld be judged for or 
agarnſt him, according tothe tate of the Moon when 


. bas"ſruir was commenced;as if that marter were prede- 


. fermined in Heaven, and of abſolute neceſſity ſa or ſo 
zo:jurceed, And thus we'ſee, how little reaſon They 
have $0. pretend Reaſon for their defence. 


\'CaaPr. XX 1. 


E are now at lengtb.come to, their Laſt and 


Their Pretence to Experience, LV. njuſt ; 
[trongeſt Hold, Obſervation,or Experience, 
which they ſo frequently.. boaſt of,. and a- 


>... gainft whichfar ber from me to make any 


oppolition, if there be the Jealt of truth in whar they 
alleadge: ſince againſt genuine and certain Experience no 
Reaſon can prevail, But ic was well ſaid of that brave 
Prigce of Phyſicians» Hippocrates ( 1. 2Aphoriſm.) that 
Experience 6 Fallacions ; fince ſo many things inter 


yencap 


MY | there that oblige us to queſtion the ruth of thoſe Expe- 
ziments, which Altrologers obtrude upon the World, as 
tcftimonies of the Certainty cf their Art ? 

In the Firit place, we have already ſeen, that the 

( taldeans pertormed nothing in this kind ; nor Hippar- 

chns from either them or the Egyptians 3 nor Ptolomie 

and | fromall of them, as to the poiat of obſervations relating 
nice, | © the true morions or true. places of the Five. Planets, 

1 a- | Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mercury. Wherefore 

. any the Chalde ans were very far from eichet eſtabliſhing the 

they Fundamearal ſtatutes of the, Art by their. own Obferva- 

ce no | fions2or proving tha they,made thoſe ftatures upon any 
rave | conſiderable grounds atall...,,, wid 

that | | Again, Whereas each fingle precepr, or Rule ought to 

ner. 22Ye been conſlicured upon many. experiments had of che 


-- 
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yene;, that may occaſion miltake,' and make men run 
into a Paralogitmes or accepting that for a Cauſe, which 
really is,none : and fince thole Experiments are yery 
rare, which convince ſuch an effe& to ariſe from ſuch a 
particular Cauſe, and no other. . And therefore no man 
hath ever denied, bur-Experience is to be weighed in 
the ballance of Reafon, leaſt there ſhould be ſome falla- 
cy concealed, that might prejudice our. aſſent, and fo, 

that trict examination cught to be made of all particu- 
| lars and circumſtances : fince nothing is more common 
in 'matters of Experiment, than for unskilfull to be decei« 
ved themſelves, and for diſhoneſt men to deceive others: 
gor are we'without great circumſpeRion to yeeld our 
aſſenc to all experiments, eſpeciall ſuch as we rather hear 
of from others, than ſee. with our own eys. | 

Ard as for the matter in hand, how many things are 


we ha 


Jeri vatiery thereot ; we. 
| "TALK ©: 


ve plainly ſeen, thar ir 
” was 
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was not poſſible for them ever ro make the ſane expe* 
riment ſo much as only rwice'; becauſe rhe ſame poſition 
of the Heavens cannor return ag8in,not only after many 
hundreds, but alfo many millions of years, | 
Further, the Ancients were ignorant of all” thoſe no- 
table diſcoveries, that Raye been lately made aſwell of 
the Fixt, as Erratique Stars';; which would have requi- 
red them to alrer their Afttological decrees ; and chiefly 
choſe; which concern the ſpotsin the Sun, which being 
frequently both more in nnmber, and greater - in bulk 
than Meronry, of Vers ever: appeared ; ought to be 
prefurieg to have fironger optrations wpon the Earth, 
than etcher 6f chem being interpoſed berwixe the Sun | 
and us, or (as they phrate it) in che Heart of the Sun. 

Beſides, ſhould ir be granted, that rhe decrees 'of the 
Chaldians were grounded wpon, and confirmed by Ob- 
tervattons ; and thar the diſcoveries lately made to us by 
the Telej+ope and othetwayes, were not neceſſary to be 
known to chem, /as to the certainty of their 'Rules ?' yet 
we haye made it manifeſt, har the moſt they could do, 
Was to make decrees and Obſervations uſefull for them- 
ſelves, or cheir own Country; bur not'for their Anrecs, 
or eAntipodesrro whom their Obſetvations and Decrees 
are not only incompetent, bur, perfeEtly contrary ; nor 
for thoſe who live "under the Equator, who'ought to 
havedecrees compoſed '6frhe' rwo' contraries reconciled 
ina mean ,” nor for thoſe, who live in a oreater or leſſer 
receſs from the Equator, for Whom che ſame rules ought 
to be varied, by degrees, until} ar fength they become 

quire Contrary to what they were arfirlt, ot to be tora)ly 
nulled : fo that jt is well worthy our wonder, thit '6ng 
Aſtrologers are.fo inconfifferate, as to give their” jrdges 
ments 
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* mens from the rules ot the Chaldears; who lived in a 


Climate fo, vaſtly diſtance from -ours ,- and ro conceive, 

that weiſhould>have che ſame . Qhtervations here, that 
had there, - / 

+ -'To theſe exceprions you may pleaſe to add the Yarie- 


| tr of the Sonls, or Countries, in Which men are born 4 and 


educated; ' For fince men are ocherwile afte&ed in Me. 
dicerranean; or inland LCountries, than. in Maticime, or 


places. bordering upon the Sea ; fince in ſome Maritime 


places, men live gencrally longer and. healthier, than in 
others,:accordivg to che wholſome, or unwholſome 
Genius of the Soyle : whar reaſon is there,” why the 
Obſervations of one, place ſhould ſerve for a rule, 


whereby to give. judgement of the diſpoſition and influ- 
ence ofanorher 2 Becauſe, wich us Men very. rarely 


live to an hundred Years. ;. is/it reaſonable thereupon to 
predict, thar among; the Tovopinambalti; (who com- 
monly.attain to twice that Age).no Man.ſhall exceed ag 
hundred? And whan (a5 Hiſtorians cell ns; in their In- 
diag relations)che Women of cthac Country uſually bear 
Children afrer the ninetiech. year 'of their Lives; ſhall 
we oive the fame judgement of our Country Woinen; 
who ceaſe ro bear' Children before they are fitty ? Sup-- 
poſing the Nativity of an Evropean to berhe fame in all 


| points-With that of a Braflian 3 mult their Conftirutions, 


Lives;>Fortupes, Deaths be therefore the ſame 2. 
Add alfo the Varzety of Education and Manncrs. 
ſentifull harveſt of ' matter from 


Bardeſanes, wn. Euſebins (6.Prepar: 47.) from Ceſarius, 


and others; bur to omits the reſt, it is well known,thar 
. all thoſe-many Rules.delivered by Afſtrologers concern- 


ing the fignification of Riches, and of Marriages,” are A 
Figs 3 O 
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there deltroyed with delicacy) of a high or mean For- | 
tne ; ofan illuficious, or obſcure- Family ; of ſiria, or 


no_ uſe among thoſe Nations, who hold all-thinigs in | 
Common, who neither value, nor colle& wealth, and 


who know no ſuch thing as Adulery, Inceft,'Rape,or 
Polygamy, but have a!l Women in Common, - And 
this Prolomy was ſerfible of ; _ when he gives a caution 
to his Diſciples, not to predi the Marriage of ones own 
Sifter, in /raly ; but in Egypt, where ſuch Marriages 
were Lawfull - norto fore-tell to an Egyptian, that he 
ſhould lie with his own Mother ; bur to a Peſan, be- 
cauſe ſuch prodigious Copulations were tollerated a- 
mong the Perſians, bur derefted by the Egyptians,” So 
that as He addeth) there ouoht a conſideration 'to' be 
hd chiefly of the Laws, Cuftomes,and Manners of ſe- 


veral Nations and Countries. And this Caution, indeed 


is good ; bur yet of no advantage towards the reputati- 
on of the Art : foraſmuch as it plainly importeth, chat 
the fame, and its principal Obſervations ought to be 


proper ro each particular Nation : now ſeveral Nations 


. being mt” inconftant to their Laws, Cultomes, and 


Manners ; the Obſervations drawn from them cannor 
chooſe but reader the Art moſt uncertain,” molt falla. 
cious. | | 

To theſe Varieties let. us ſubjoyn alſo, - thoſe of diffe- 
rent Seaſons of the Year, Hor or Cold, Drie or Wet; 
of a ſound, or ſickly Conſtirmrion,upon occaſion/whereof 
Aſtrologers would have been far from ' prediQting, thar 
Old Parr, the lorg lived Welſh-man, ſhould after che 


hundreth and fiftieth year of his ' age, be ger from - 


an obſcure hungry Village,on the North fide of a bar- 
ren Mountain in Wales, into the Court of the King, and 


careleſs 
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. careleſs Education ; of honeſt, or debauch Converſation; 


nd # of che Comrſe of Life, ether impoled by Parents, choſen. 
or | Þy cbeinclinatipn of ones own Genius, or fallen upon by 
nd | chbaace ; of th Condition of the Times, Whether war- 
on | Jiks, or Peacefull, Learned, or. Barbarous;; with a. thou« 
vn | and, otber. the like Circumſtances, which. neceſſarily 
es | vary<che Events of Mens lives, and. divert: them from 
he | whatthey would. otherwiſe have been,.. Unleſs you can 
e. | think it reatonable, that becauſe ſuch or ſuch Men, are 


deliined by the Starsto fall by che. edge of the Swordyjr 
k War,; therefore thar War muſt be, raiſed _ in,, that 
Common-weaith, in oxder to the fulfilling of their parti; 


-1 cular Dellinies : when 2 ſober Man would rather think 
4 || that the Geniture of private perſons ſhould be accom- 
j. | modated to the Fates of their Times and Countries,than 
at | the Contrary, 'For, co ſay, that ſucha Man ſhould nor 
\e |  bave beea born, unleſs/ it had been Decreed, that, there 
is | ſhould be Wax in that Nation, at that. time, when, he 


qd | - was grown,up to be a Soldier z is moſt inſufferable. > 
In che Lattplace, ler us refleft upon, the, Variety of 

the Arr it ſelf; ir being no ſecret, that the Artificers are 
at irreconcilable yariance among themſelyes ; and even 
abourtheir Fundamentals, And hence comes ir, thac 
. | they differ in their do&rine in many things, and among 
f | thereſt, in the Manner of. EreQting Scheams ; for few 
of them now a dayes:retain either the Old ' Chaldear 
way of caſting Natiyiries, or the Placits relating, ro 
them,. You will ſay perhaps, that che C haldeans were 
»ot-in the right; but lance you have borh che compoſure 
and certainty. of the Art only from them, handed down 
from Age to Age to the. preſent ; if; they were in. the 
wrong, how caine you to be in the right'2 You'l fay, 

| 4 K 4 You 
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fer the Experience of a few Years, to that of - many 
Apes : and'if their long Experience were not fafficiege 
ro conftiture a firm and durable Arc, will: your ſhore 
Obſervation ſuffice, when you want the advantages 


wWherewich the fereniry of the Air, and the conſtancy of | 


| their (tudes farniſhed chem; and opportunities to com- 
pare their Experiments with your own 2 Youwill fay, 
Ns che Difference of "Times and Climates doth require 
fome tinopations;; burwhy then do as many Afﬀtrolo- 
oers yet adhere to their doctrine, as -recede from ir ? 
Why is the fame Merhod for the moſt part embraced in 
Hiyerlz Countries ? Why is the Method many. times 
varied in the ſame Country ? And thus much of rheir 
Experrtence in General, | 
To examine their Experiments more Particularly ; I 
<6, coigebFe the Fitft place, that Aﬀtrologers neither 
1ave, nor can prefagethole Events, which concern any 
Maas Life, or Death. As for Ancient times, we. have 


fuſficient reſtimony from (Cicero (2,de Drvinat.) in theſe | 


words :: How many thinos do TI remember weve 
Chaideans predifted to Pompy,to Craflus, to Celat him- 
ſelf, and that each of thems ſhould not dy, bmt in full old 
" Age, bat in their own Houſes, but in peace, and mundi- 
mmrmiſhed bynonr ? And Jet how their Fates were violent, 
immature, ant T ragical. So that 1 cantlet but wery 
much wonder, how any man living can give credit- 10 
their divinationr;gwhen he cannot but obſerve that their 
predittions are falſified by coutrary Events, For Mo- 
dern, Sexes ab Heminga hath ſufficiently cleared the 
matter to our\hands; for having propoſed thirry eminent 
Nartivities, and-reduced them to firick examination ac- 
” 8 | cording 


Fon are enifted by Experience ; but. will you dare OY 
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| cording to the beſt rules of Arc; he declared;thar the 
Expetimenrs did in no wiſe agree with the rules ;'' fad 
ir | Events befallingluch as were botn under the moſt happy 
18 | afd promilite pokitions of the Heavens - and' goed *be- 
s | falling ſuch as the Heavens frowned upon, and threatned 
Ff | dlehe miſchief and ruine unto, 'that"-can be -ifriagined. 
And thereup-v8 concluded, that Aftrologers; when they 

f, Aol judgement of a Nativity, are generally the whole 
ns wide of the truth; portending things that never - 

z- | come to paſs,/and'pretermittine ſuch as #0 come to'paſs. 
? | Ietus be contented with one "eminent Example, Al 
n | Hiſtories aſlure vs, that Henry che third of France died 
es | inthe fornerh! year of his age.compleat, of an" unfortu- 
ir | nate wound inhis Ey, received in Tilting : and yet fee 
the prophely of 'Gamnricms concerning Him, in his Prog+ 
I | noftication of the Year { D*-LV F, Becanſe in the 
er | Scheam of hw almoſt Divine INativity, He had the Sur 
ty | a[moſt partilelycon:oyned. to Veins, nnder the Regrees of 
ve | | bus altitude ; and alſo the pon and Venus advancing 
ſe | through his Horoſcore, under the Conſtellation of Arics : 
by | therefore He ſhall live moſt happy aud glorious, till the 
yo feventieth year of bus age, dedutting only two moneths > 

{d | end if bythe favour of God, He eſcape the dangerons ; 
lis | Fears, Sixty thr-e, and Sixty fortr,; then Semper vet 1 * 3 

vt, | rexris pienerflimus, ir will be very long before thire be an "0 

ry [end of bis renowned Life, Nowyou'l fay "this *came 
to | *exy near the truth : and yet 'T'could fir you with other 
#r | Examples ofthe fame Gaxricuſ's prediftions, that -came 
0- "a$-neer; as Sextits ab H entmga hath exactly nated, See 
he | Wewile the PrediQtion of Cordan, when ſpeaking of the 
dame King Henry ; He ſhall be” (faith he) in hrs old 
Page ſo much the more happy, by how many more difficul- 


ries 
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ties he hath paſſed through before. |. And how. acutely, | 
I pray dotheſe famous Prophets foreſee thoſe things} 


which are proved by the Event ?:” Maſt ;admiraþle 
indeed they are, when they demonſirate» ; that thole jE-. 
vents..0ught to haye befallen men, in reſpeRt of their 


Genitures, which bave/already befallen them: but when | 


they predict that thoſe Events are-to come,Can any 
thing,be,more fooliſh, or indeed more grofly Knaviſh ? 
OblerveI-beſeech you» how rightly Cardan predifted 
the lamentable i of men -that-;were his dear 
Friends» Cheek of England, and R aconet of France,and 


ſundry others, all whoſe. Nativity Scheams. he erected 


will all, poflible exaRueſs, and atrerward printed them? | 


I cannot hold from noting, that Fob Rudelphus Came- 
rarins, when Writing againlt the. forelaid Sextus ab Hee 
minga, be had, to declare the certainty- of Alirologers, 
colleQed an hundred ſevera] Genitures, and among them 
put choſe of our late King of France, Heary the 1 1 I, 


and Henry the 1) ;. conjoyning allo the judgement of |, 


Frederic Rutelins ; as0. Henry the 111, the builinels 
ſucceeded accordingly, ſed Fatum poſt Fata canebat, Be 
foretold. his diſaſter atrer.it had befaln him... But as .co- 
Hemry.the 1 V, who\was'then living, when his; Century 


was, publiſhed, ia the.year, { DCY 14, nothing was | 
leſs foretold by him» thanthe.time of his, Death. For [1 


thoughthat beſt of Kings'was murdered by a oacrilegi- 


ous hand, in the year, 47D (. X. and'that inthe moneth || 


of May,: our famous Prophet never; fulpeed the 
leaſt danger to him, in that Year or'Moneth ; -but. calt 
his \Death. upon the year A DCXIT I. andthe 


ye» am a - 


amoneth of Oftober ; as threatming ſome eminent dan- 
ger to his Life in the nine and fifciech.year of . his Ag 


nine 
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-nine moneth 5 and one and twenty dayes, he being born 
- on the 24-of December, at two a_clock after, Mid. 
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zighr, inthe year CH D L,1 I 1, and that becauſe the 
Sun would then come by direQion to che+;body /of Sa- 


the Middle Heayen to, a Quartile of the Sug,,, But truely 
as the Fate of that Prince was deplorablez..ſo.was the 
Hariolation- ridiculous. 


what of Michael Noſtradanas, my own Comprovin- 
cial that relates to our. preſeng argument ; . for of thoſe 


I haye another opportunity tq ſpeak. . 1 ſball.give you 
only a taſi of the Aftrology-he made. uſe of ;* and if ac- 
cording to that he failed molt ſhamfully in. bis. prediRi- 
ons,. I hope-we-may well heleeve, that he;was. not. in- 
ſpired by any diviae ſpirit, qr, Genius, ſuch as- might 
ſuggeſt falſhoods to bien, or put lies in his mouth; 

- Being ſome years fince at, Salonga, in. company . with 
the worthy. perion, Franciſcus Bochartins Campinius, 
Prefident-of:the high Court.of Juſtice in Province,” and 


| chat truly noble Man, Joke Baptiſta Suffredus,, Judge 


of that- City; 1 remember S»ffredus  ſhewed, us. the 


{Nativity Scheam of Anronize Suffredia,. his Father, 


wich the judgements thereupon given, under Noſtrada- 


I mw his own hand-writing, - We were much pleaſed to. 


enquire of hims concerning his Father, whom.he. knew 
well, as ,not, dying till his, fon was almoſt arrived . at 
Mans cfiate. The Father, according to that , Scheam; 


was born in the Year ADXLIII. onthe 13% of 


* [Faxrary, 22. minutes after high Noon, the, Altitude of 
Pole 


being ſuppoſed to. Þ&. 44, degrees 3 which is 


more 


tzrn ; the Horoſcope to a Quartile of the Jame; and 


Ic'will not be amiſs for us, here to refle& upon, fom- 


ſo famous Centeries of Tetraftichs compoled;. by- him, | 
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more by the chird part ofa deoree, than ought, but. 
that' 1s "na miatcer. There . were no - degrees. of the' 


Sienes inſcribed on the Scheam ; bur the bare Signes 
divided into Houſes: after the ald Cha/dear way, bes 
there any mention of the Five wandering Stars,but only 
of the Furr teferred to'the ſecond' decree! of Aquarine, 
and 36, 'minutes» and of che Moon related to-the fixth 


deoree'of Farr, without any" minutes "at "all, Now 


the Son FoÞr Suffreditx being not able to give us any ac- 
count of thoſe Accidents, Which Noftradamm had fore- 
| told ſhould befall the Father in his Youth'; as that in 
the x6 year of his age, he-ſhould fall intoadangerous 
Dyſenrery or Bloody Flux ; that he ſhould 'be | invaded 
"With atvacine and violent Feaver,in the x7% year of his 
Fife, and inthe' 20% fall mLove,and relinguiſh his Rus 
dies, *&c, TI ſhall relate only ſuph,”as” he /could more 
certainly inform us of, "Among ocher ofthe Prophets 
Judgements there are moſt remarkable, \ That þe ſhowld 
wear his 'Brard long, azd'criſped (bur he alwayes ſhaved 
his Chin bare) bat em the 1ridiile of his age, this 'T, ecth 
ſhould. be rotten (but h*had very white and firm. Teerh 


ro his dying day that in bis old age he-ſhoatd go almoſt 


eroobed Gil double (but he went to the laſt upright and 
ftraights as\any young mart whoever) 7har in rhe 199 
Year of bis life, he ſhawl} become exteeding rich,: by ins 


heritin "a ftrangers eft ar: but befides what his -Facher | 


kefr hirnhyhe hever had any wealth or eftate)ahar he ſponld 
feffer by t hz treachery of hu Brethren,and again, in the 
37® year, be wonnded'by his own Mothers Son'(bur be 


never had any Brother,nor had his Father: more than one || 


Wite)that be fhauld marry # Forreigner,(but he matricY 


ginning at eArres pertainiitg'co his Horoſcope » nor Was | 


— a. 
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Ja French Woman of Salona) that in the 29 -7ear, be 


om be charged with a Paſt rd Son (but rio Man ever 
icard of that) That #: the'25* he-ſhould be overwhelm- 
4 with the pre rin Dittrone of ſome of his Ttors ; . 
2nd that he ſhonld beVo xddifted ro Narural Philoſophy, 

and the fetrets of Mikgick, us yo man more, as alſo tv 
Geometry, and Arithmticksin an extraordinary man- 
her (when yer iris well known, he never had any parti- 


| cutar afte&ion to, or'care of = of thoſe Studies, but 
n 


entirely devoted himfelf co-the knowledge of the Laws, 


'of which Noſtrallzms never Itteamt, nor of the o__ 
1 


ty of a Senatot, which in that reſpe& was wetthily 
conferred upon him, at Azx, in the-25* of his'age) that 
in his old age he ſhould with himfelf to Navigation, and 
Mzvſick (bur he never delighted much in Muſick, nor 


was ever at Sea in his whole Life) that He ſhould nor paſt 
the 75 3ear (bur he paſſed nor the. 5 2**; of which Ne- 


ffradamni faid not a wotd.) And theſe things Tam che 
more particular in,to the end thar Men may judge,what 
credit is ro be'given to ſuch prediions, © 
We mult alfow, chat ſome one thing of thoſe many, 
that Afttologers preſage may perchance come to pals, 
now-and then ; and yet for all char, ir is free 'for us to 
contitme'our opinion, that thoſe Evenrs have other Calu- 
ſes ro deperil upon, than ſuch 'as juſtify Altrology. 
One is Fortane, or meer Chance. For when they curtt- 


ble our fo many judgements concerning Future Evedis ; 


no wonder if one, or two of them |hit"right. "Nd Man, 


as the old Proverb is, who ſhoots all day but be . may 


ſomrimes come'neer rhe mark,  Gameſtets playing at 


ud iceuſu)ly in a few throwes, caft In, and In, Why, 
P-berefore may + nor our Gametters playing with the 


Stars, 
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Stars, among a thouſand predictions light upon one rut 


one? Old Women, Children,. and Foots: fomtimeg 


foretell truth, and why ſhould not Aftrologers have the 
fame luck-? - Bur you'l lay, that others make their pre. 
ditions hap at a ventute;but. Aftrologers from: the Ruley 


of Art, Wegrant it ; bur yet thole Reles, were made] 
by meer Chance, at random, without convincing rea- 


ſons ; and change them how. you pleaſe, ſtill chey. ſhall 


pretend ro premonſtrare the ſame Events. Will-you have 
an illuſtrious Example hereof? Cardanin his Geniture | 


had Satxrn in the 21. degree of Gemini, which yet, ac- 


cording to the Radolphize Tables, was inthe 18 de. 


gree ; Mercury 1n 23, of Libra,which was in the 26" 
and ſo of the Moon, and the other Planets, Now it E- 


vents ought.to be predifted from the true places of the | 


. Planets ; and yer thoſe predited from the. falſe places 


come.to paſsas certainly ; you may plainly perceive, 


that it matcers not in what places foever the Planets be, 
whatſoever be predicted, - Again, Cardan ſomcimes wi- 


Rakes the places of the Planets, not only by a few de- | 


grees, but eyen by whole Signes. For Example, in the 


Geniture of his dear Freind, John Cheek, He miſtook 
the true place of Mars by more than one whole Signe. 


Will you have ſomthing yer more worthy the wonder ?. 
Tjcho Brahe (lib.de nov. Stella; p. 777.)telFus that both 
Cardanand. Gazricus enquired into the Fortune and 
6 25 of Martin Luther,by calculating his Nativity, 
which both of them fixed upon the 2.2. of Oftober; but 
differed-about the year, Carden taking the year 24 C C 
CCLXXXITIT, ard: Ganricxs. the next year 
following: | Cardan rook alſo the hour of Ten ac Night 
and Geuricys the hour of one atter-noop, when.the rrue 

E- | 3, hour 
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hour was Elevep.-- And that you may. not think they, 
"$. were in.che Tight as to the day of the Moneth,;. I afſure 


you, they both miſled it by 19, dayes : for He was bora 
upon the tenth of November (being the Eve to St. Adar- 
tins day, from whom he took his name) as Tycho ſers 


is down. out of Eberzs, Now IT beſcech you, how great 
 yariety was there of the Heavens, in fo. different 


Scheams, and neigher of them neer the rruth-; and yer 
the- Accommodarion of the Events (forſooth) . muſt be 


| convenient? Can you cliocſe. but think this. whole Ar- 
tifice to be a meer Deluſion ; a Toy more yain than the 


Canting of common Rogues and. Gypſies, as. they. call 


'| them > Doubtleſs, if meer Chance did not bear all the 
Fway in theſe matters, Aftrologers could not, cither fo 
frequently, or fo duely be deceived in their Divinations. 


Of Forty things(faith Cardan lib.de judic.cap.6,)Scarce 
ten happen ke as they are predicted: ſo that, you have 


| the Confeſſion of a molt Learned Aſirologer,which the 


force of truth extorted from him in fpight of his. confi- 
dence. And indeed had not too much doting upon. the 
Arr bewitched the Man, he might more truely have ſaid, 
that of four hundred Prediflions ſcarce one,u verified. 
Eur ſuppoſing his ſuppoſition to be true, that of Forty 
ſcarce Ten ſucceed ; and it will fojlow of neceſſity, thac 
Chance hath a main hand in ARrological preditions, 
when the Truth of them is four times leſs then their fal- 
ſhood. -I mult not amir to adyertiſe you, that Cardar 
himſelf (/i6. de Genit.) much Ain har ſaying of 
eMarlianns; Si vi dryinare, contrarium ad. unguen 
Aicito ejus quod Aſtrologi ant pollicentar, aut nenitan= 
tur : if you havean itch to be divining, be. ſure -you 
g>re-tel! che quire contrary to - what, Aſtrologers either 
_ gs __ promiſe, 
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_ promiſes or threaten. For however Carddn wonld have f'5 
chis to be-underſtood only of imskilfult and ignorant As $1 
firologers ; yer you may perceive, what'truth is 'to: be Y:g 
expected from the mott earned and dihigent of them all, Þ þ 
among Whom he challengeth the Chair ro himielf: nor Y'f 
do rhe muldrude deny him that honour. And' yer you I 

' miry fil hitn gforying; that he ſpent'a hundred hours Fi 
abour the Geriture of King Edward the Sixth of Eng« | 
land, which he rinxde the fitſt of twelve eminent Nativi- | io 
ties :” and nocwithftandingall thac pains and care, he |; 
predicted nothing leſs than the Events' that befell rhat Fj 
worthy Prince.  For(w- omite ocher things) the Re- | © 
cords of Empland affure us, that King Edward died in Fj 
the Ritienth year of his life; when he had prediRed, [1 


tharhe ſhould be very fickly in the 23, 24, and w to 
. 4 3: 


years, - After which time (faith He) he ſhall be offi 1 
with ſundry diſeaſes, and (Mars being then his Anere- | 
ras or Reproide) be bal} &ye of a Bloody Flux, and al of 
violent Feaver, Now doth Induſtry gain the better of. 
Chance or not? O if Cardan had the luck to have Þ Cs 
fore-rold, that this King ſhould fall into ſome dangerous Þ«+ 
Diſeafe, in that year,wherein he died - what Joy, what [4 
Tryumph, what Quacking would there have/ been a- þ'« | 
mong Aftrologers > and how would the Diviner have  « 
maonified himſelf, and his Art? | « 
Another Cauſe is the Cunnino and underhand Fraud 44: 
of Aftrologers,in making their Predidtions. For 'when ['#s 
a Geniture is given them to Divine upon, in the firſt [nor 
place they take ſpecial care to learn out, of what Sex, [pr 
what Family,whar Qualicy,what Country,what Courſe| gr e 
of "Life, '&c. the Perſon is; for as Cards infirufteriſexe 
them, withour the knowledge of all rheſe particulars, gcc 
| judgement 
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bs to be oivers 'And what great wonder'is 
oto'the confideration-of all theſe things they chance 


_ artd then to'fore-cell forme Events which may well 
b þeiſulpeRed, -DOt from the precepts 6f- Aſtrology, but; 
from'"'s 'natural Sagaciry or :ConjeQure' according 


00” probebilicies ? -to you may' referr the' pres: 
*diftion'of Ollerins Bulelbateat s: concerniny. that Hero-: 
Jeal Prince, Hemry the 25% of France, not long before his 
whurtian afſafſination by'that Monfter.a Kownback,; For: 
iris likely cnough that Oferius might have ſome ſecrex. 
incimation*\thar bloody defigne. which both the Kings 
Orators ſuſpeed; and forme cerrain Grande'es of 

&. 


infinuared'; and which {2 common'rumor, di 
through Spin, for above two monerhs together, | 
emoniſh; as] have:more largely declared-in the | 
ie of Peirerk im. Again, they givetheir-p rediQtions-. 
alwayes in es General -  adefiniccly. .and (ike che Devil 
p Delpho:)\ in Amphiboligies: and this pecce of ſubclery- 
Whey _ learned F Ptalomie, ouc of : theſe: words ul 
C Sent, t.); Te cannorbe that -an underfand-' 
| rſt ſhould -predic the parricular formes,-or” 
my ALS of Accidents; as'the ſence: doth ' not receives 


| 


- |'* the parcicular,buta cermain General formiof a fer.hble 


*- objec; and/he+rhar- deals in- marters/"of Divination,” 
* 'oughe to.uſe the skill vf Con jeQuring by... ai=: 
” ries's: "u0G xls thoſe who' are mmfpired by the Divine 
* Spirit; can predit: Particulars, And why: ſhould: 
[northey be beleeyed co:coime near the mark; hem duty 
| prefage fone Danger,.or: Death,or Fayour;or Calamity, 
or the like common Accidents, from which/ 00 man. is: 


exen "4 mah ? :\'For: whe is there; to: whom: ſome: fuch- 
Accidents do novar ome or other© happen z«'Pro- 


vidence 
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- vidence havii g lo geter mixed evil. and good; tage | 

ther-1n this Li And Laney na their; aud ark mpg oo, 
atnbiguous A pee ll contive them ſo —_ 7 
that be the Eveur what it will-{till-che words Jhall be] 
capable of i intumaring it-: -or if;chey deliver:any. judge- } 
menc in plain terms (which they ſeldonr-do) they anncs; 
ſome cercain Condicion, thas fo-if rhe _ __ do. by 
nor” fucceed accordingly, then chey may lay ame 
_ gorge ae vt Hen oy army os bo 
rhen Wit ding the corteſpondence or 

ncof the On magnify themſelves Pg 
fallibte Pr — when-theic.:Divi- 
nation'doth fail, emer = tly alleadge ithac either the 
Providence of God, or the fdy of Philoſophy; of the: 
very ptctnonition it ſelf put an hinderance-to/ the: Eyent 
deſrgned : yer when it fueceederh, they mention vo 
bur-their own admirable $Kill... They" are wont, 
t9-excuſe themſelves: with being afraid of the / Anger of 
Pridcesif they ſhould plainly and. in lmiple reotagrediſt 
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the Events::a them 2" and'yet if chere+.chance. I 
be-burrhe feaſt of the Events predifted, the | 
whole T1 roy is' wrmansF and they: boat themſelves ac- 4 eh 
qiziaced with the fecrets df Fare,” - Aid this-again is the | PO 
Cauſe,:why they ſo-.complicate:keir Aphotiſng, a3 tbar | ;- 
ualefs the thin preſaged fallour txadtly fo, chry lay che bo 
Þ n-therown-igcircumſpeRion,) in othirting” the | ©* 
d6n-of ſornching 6r-othet, chat. -ovghe- to have. | ©! 

| ben cenfendiin cheir Calculacion of rhe pro- 'F 
pate; chadfo-:che-Art may — firfficiegt ro; | 
makepredivtions to an has /breaddh, -in-eaſe, | 22 


cceed;whichr was firwtabda iz that "muſt be | \3y 


any th 
done! OP the LL —— rulesof! Art: bu 


o = — < 
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| »ifnorbing ſuceced/aben (forſocth } they exelame. that the 
j ;buiſecs: __ EIN ps an thet' the 

Fam 20 DEC Horoſcope io: xe- 
mo forward; or backward ſo. as that the- _ ma 
ic be broughe ax-lengeb/ to quadrate or correſpond with 


, | congruous ; cherefore their Cunning 15ſuch, as thas they 

{ge tbe he ANG 6 (oontens Anticipated, or 
| Proregated by oi. Year ar leatt Wide. of ' the -dire@ton, 

+ But: why ſhould, I rh8 over all cheir Frauds and 

: | boks?-. One:remed will ſerye againſt chem all ; , 

| hat is,40 propoſe a atiyiry to 008 0r.rw$ of the. belt 

xe | oi them, and ken tbey have (ludied is as muth as they 
{Ped euice check ge peo gT one ; Event 

- bo come,/it plaia ters, together wah cernin. day, 


' whenchey have done. char, ſee if they will lay a conſide» 

: wager that —_—_ ſhall _ acconfngis 

accept the ifion; pr me 2 

== refuſe ing 0u-tnay meg how : of gre rracet 

ve io-thoin grong which yes they would gs 
2: fwn athers, as divine aad infallible. - 

- The Luſt. Canſeris the Tgndtanep and: Stoipiaity of 


e | E*ſt, there are -yery, ſew, who ſufficiently underfiand 

e | G#har we have njore:than once. inculcated) thay be.ifhur 
| of the Heaveds is only General;and: chat all | E- 

| arp belong-.to-parricular: Cauſes,, / Men | 

| not conſider,thac Bruce Anitnals, which baye-their 

— Synchronical to thoſe 'of Infants, 

Fang of Men, when __—_ 


_ 


kein dinning. And becauſe ren gh roy di- 
+ xeQion being accommodate to the, ffeR, the veſt are in- 


g - mancer of che accident; and other.Circumſtances # ant 


| ch/as come $0.condul thera-abous their. Fortunes, - Foe | 
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indifferently. -. 
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-indifferemly.- [And fo wel conceiptedare! we: ob:0ur | 
- ſelves; thar- we>ſuffer our ſelves to beiperſwaded, that 
what ever befalleth us,certainly the Heavens cook; cate. 
/for it's and\beiag/deluded by this proud {credulicy;-we 
inRtancly beleeve whareveris rold us from;the Heavens, 
- as fornthing ordained'and mevicable;conmiburing co our 
figns, ag if if were nor ufficient: for” us'to--be 
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oxhe dehifions of ochers,91079257 1 ht 
therefore beitiy commonly*poflefſed wich "Hope, 
ir; Love, Hatred/of forme orher paſſion; interprerc- all. 
tings in avoar of thr paſſin, andecipe@ thar even i 
Stars: ſkrould be'as niftch conceravet therein,” as: theme 
elves: andThus they4wel) themſelves with the :Air-of 
"Phanſy, thatithey- may be much gtearet than indeedithey 
_ are, andof-Gnarsbe token' for Eliphaves. '- Andwhe- 
ther ir:/be'good, or-evil. thar the Aﬀrologers have: /pres 
dicted to-them ;"they {corn to ttirak” themlelves | lyable 
tfo lowa thing'a#/Fortune, burderive the leaſt grace; | 
| orijury done-them, from thoſe ſublime and> glorious. | 
| dbdies,'the Stars;'' There is'a Taleſand irs a true-one 
of Prancss che: Monk; a” famous Aﬀtrologer-in- the laft 
Aye ;' how he prediQed thac ſome*freind ſhould ſhortly | 
give him a new'pair'of Shoes;from' che coming of! he 
middle Heaven to che-Benefical irayes* of 'I\\Know. nor | 
what propitious Planer.” - *What woild this Man thave 
doneFthink you, in'caſe he had-had/greae wealth! atcu- 
muliced'upon/him;or if he-had' bin* adyanced->to :fome' | 
dignity tis Order 7 But'alas, Haman infirity being | 
dceour'of the miitidn of righr reafon; is7never- wanting: | 
roaffittowardics:own deluſions; -- Secondly; ir is'20 be: 
confdered, that though the greateſt parr of choſe things 
which are for-rold by Aftrologers;never come to pals 
| as, . pa, 1 yet 
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\ pee er joobſhiy;-ake- no-newice;cof | 
$5.7: bicli one amofip thouſand. pr Sl; - 
; arent verified, preiefiſþ as! it ut bed been [- 
- | delivered by 'Japiter; Cheri bt ;Qracte;r:the i: Art: cs; 
Þ thought Divine; and-the lucky \iucctts:of.chat-.qae.;divis 
| nacion;rhakes thew forger:che-fallry of all-che' relt” And 
this.condition of Vulgas heads capnot;be unknaWn: :to-: 
 who:hath ar any-time-olaſervtd their, weakneſs | 
orhiekiods- ;Noxr:doJ!mean-onlyizrhe meanett- torr{of.- 
] Med; but:placeinthe.number of the Vhigar every; Mem: 
of high. condition; and:ſbch whoſe-digfiicies: render xheip! 
folliz s\the Jels/xemarkable ;-4heſ alſo.þting as much-o« 
yerzxim with che/ibfpf-Afirologicah Curiotny, a$zhF:0+1 
' thers'«unleis itbdelſome few, whom nawral Sagacity;or | 
| good iedhcation; et; nce: hath-magde' more compe-; 
-rent.- judgesot thoſe: febleries, and darauds,, Ocherviſe: 
| being/ypoiſeſied. With zambition;z »qhe; wt 
 defie-of Life; cherec15)ndTheacing; fA 
| which will not eafily:cenſoaxe-;thet Hhelief,: > And "ts 
 ruelyis che:reafon,why we:obſerve Grear Perſons': 
nega irmuch- co: Favour Diviners, -an& to; embrace ! 
m_ the-yery:dreams of ſuch,” as ſeem to. | "IP 
ES them a RN COp or-encteaſe of their. ws po. 
ro acreſi, that po; Princes: (have - 
Fx ;23izhele who! moſi.confided in.chowee-. 
' «that! peut them rare; and. 
rs prey neWe ſhall ipaxe ſomecaf freſher” mer, 
' mnwny{ and yetuot on tar off for. Examples. of this.. kigd. 
How zragical weceithe Faces of Emapangel of - Portugal; . 
of Petter, of e Arragon;' Simon the: By £9 Lodowick, 
P Sfarxs Nuke of eFflain ; who; cgn | 
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Hippine®equaltotharof the Gqds; and yer came to be, 
the ryolt miſerable Princes in all: fory.:27'Bor! Peter was: 
miutchered by: his Haftard Brother'y 'Evdowiekdeſpoyled! 
of his Dukedom;andkperiſhed moſt miſerably. Braony) 
ahd/the-xthers tuffered-moſtgrieviouscalamuies/ -' - 154 
"Agaitl; the wonder is alwaies much heighmned by the:: 
oreattiefsof the Perſon'z" Por Tue eg 
{41 ar-eminent Mm;or Prince; the bon is excolled- 
r6:the Heavens,c!: And; this (forlboth): becauſe 'Grear: 
n#$\4re eonceived tobe more favoured/'and x —— 
byYtic Seats, chen Plebeancs 5 andiſo. what ever $ 
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Heavens : ndif: predifdd by Aftrologers: 
befalleth them, rage ory being js hy 


— yr moat ncre 
Pallicesbf Kingatnd wpiFirwere aibide Stars; 
whether Rich'Man,oca) ,ere born in the: lojns: 
off OKi Pinehng.or fem thofe of one (ona; 
_ nila gif ch arc 7 an 
al] avably' connexed 
wavy EEE 
Sed t to 
pant botn-in(6 many foveral places, atſo many iſe-> 
verl dimes; canyout chink it eaſycro/an | tram” 
av infpeftion nts. al their Genitureg before, to have 
So rt _ rote 07 
. all: fall: the $> 
'* Diab: _ Fs rn | 


"Ha 
hotly ; 5200p ſorne'preat Hohour, ——_ 


predifted bes; | 


them»is delecyed tobe deerecd more: eſpecially »by: the 


knawn 
ro-alt; all men falimo admiration.obrheir Kill -And this: | 


thbtfand Men who fe in-rhb Barrel. | 
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| ok p.7 indeed, he ough on 
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